St. Jude’s Episcopal Church
Seeking and Worshipping God, Reaching out to Others

December 24, 2021
Christmas Eve
7:30 pm Candlelight Service with Eucharist

Morning Prayer on Facebook Live: Sundays & Wednesdays at 8 am
Holy Eucharist In-Person: Sundays at 10:30 am
810.629.5681
stjudeschurchfenton106@gmail.com
106 E. Elizabeth St., Fenton, MI 48430 stjudesfenton.com

----- A Special WELCOME to all! ----We are pleased to have you worship with us this evening and hope you feel warmly welcomed.
If you forgot your face covering, masks are provided on the sign-in table. Masks are required in the

church building at all times regardless of vaccination status.
Please make sure to leave us your name and contact information for contact tracing purposes. The lists
will be kept in the church office so we can notify you to isolate for 14 days should anyone in attendance
test positive for Covid-19.
The Offertory plates will not be passed. They are available at each of the sign-in stations.
Hand sanitizing stations are located throughout the worship space.
If you are looking for a church home, we invite you to become a part of the
St. Jude’s Church Community.
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Please join us in welcoming Tracy Dunlop, our guest violinist,
as well as all of our guest singers tonight.
Thank you and welcome!

Carol Sing
We are taking suggestions from the congregation for carols.
Christmas Carols are located in the blue hymnal #79-114.
Choir Anthems will be sung between Carols,
Choir Anthems ______________________________________________ Gigue Noel, Young
I Saw Three Ships, Carter
Bring a Torch, Jeannette, Isabella, Hobby
Gesu Bambino, Yon

The Service of Light
Presider
People
Presider

Jesus Christ is the light of the world.
A light no darkness can extinguish.
“Arise, shine; for your light has come,
and the glory of the Lord has risen upon you.
For darkness shall cover the earth,
and thick darkness the people;
but the Lord will arise upon you,
and his glory will appear over you.
Nations shall come to your light,
and kings to the brightness of your dawn.”
- Isaiah 60:1-3
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Hymn Please join in singing this hymn as our candles are lit __________ O radiant Christ, incarnate Word

you’re

Priest

People

Let us pray.
These candles are a sign to the world that today, in the City of David, a Savior is born,
who is Christ the Lord. We no longer have to fear the darkness for our light has
come. The light that enlightens all people has broken into our world. The world and our
very lives will never be the same!"
Alleluia! And Amen!
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The Gathering of the People
Opening Hymn 83 Please stand____________________________________O come, all ye faithful
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Open Dialogue Please be seated ___________________________________________________
Presider
People
Priest
People
Presider
People

Jesus Christ is born today!
Hallelujah, Hallelujah!
We too can be born anew.
We come to celebrate for we have seen the star in the East. We have come to find a
baby wrapped in swaddling clothes and lying in a manger.
We have found not only that, but also a Messiah, offering Peace and Justice to all the
world.
Holy One, we come ready to be transformed, so that we too might be your agents of
Peace and Justice.

Song of Praise Please stand ______________________________ Angels we have heard on high
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Collect of the Day __________________________________________________________
Presider
People
Presider

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
O God, you have caused this holy night to shine with the brightness of the true Light:
Grant that we, who have known the mystery of that Light on earth, may also enjoy him
perfectly in heaven; where with you and the Holy Spirit he lives and reigns, one God,
in glory everlasting. Amen.

The Liturgy of the Word
The First Reading Please be seated _______________________________________ Isaiah 9:2-7
The people who walked in darkness
have seen a great light;
those who lived in a land of deep darkness-on them light has shined.
You have multiplied the nation,
you have increased its joy;
they rejoice before you
as with joy at the harvest,
as people exult when dividing plunder.
For the yoke of their burden,
and the bar across their shoulders,
the rod of their oppressor,
you have broken as on the day of Midian.
For all the boots of the tramping warriors
and all the garments rolled in blood
shall be burned as fuel for the fire.
For a child has been born for us,
a son given to us;
authority rests upon his shoulders;
and he is named
Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God,
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.
His authority shall grow continually,
and there shall be endless peace
for the throne of David and his kingdom.
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He will establish and uphold it
with justice and with righteousness
from this time onward and forevermore.
The zeal of the Lord of hosts will do this.

Reader
People

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Psalm 96 __________________________________________________________________

The Second Reading ________________________________________________ Titus 2:11-14
For the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation to all, training us to renounce impiety and worldly passions, and in the present age to live lives that are self-controlled, upright, and godly, while we wait for the blessed
hope and the manifestation of the glory of our great God and Savior, Jesus Christ. He it is who gave himself for
us that he might redeem us from all iniquity and purify for himself a people of his own who are zealous for good
deeds.
Reader
People

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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Hymn 105 Please stand ___________________________________________ God rest you merry, gentlemen

The Gospel Reading Please stand _________________________________________Luke 2:1-20
Reader
People

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ, according to Luke.
Glory to you, Lord Christ.

In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should be registered. This was the
first registration and was taken while Quirinius was governor of Syria. All went to their own towns to be registered. Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem,
because he was descended from the house and family of David. He went to be registered with Mary, to whom he
was engaged and who was expecting a child. While they were there, the time came for her to deliver her child.
And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger, because
there was no place for them in the inn.
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In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their flock by night. Then an angel of
the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. But the angel
said to them, "Do not be afraid; for see-- I am bringing you good news of great joy for all the people: to you is
born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord. This will be a sign for you: you will find
a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger." And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of
the heavenly host, praising God and saying,
"Glory to God in the highest heaven,
and on earth peace among those whom he favors!"
When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, "Let us go now to
Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which the Lord has made known to us." So they went with
haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in the manger. When they saw this, they made known
what had been told them about this child; and all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds told them.
But Mary treasured all these words and pondered them in her heart. The shepherds returned, glorifying and
praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it had been told them.
Reader
People

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, Lord Christ.

The Sermon Please be seated_______________________________________ The Rev. Tracie Little
Song of Reflection, Hymn 115 ____________________________________________ What child is this
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Songs of Reflection, Hymn 111 _______________________________________ Silent night, holy night
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Prayers of the People Please stand or kneel ___________________________________________
Intercessor

Come let us adore Christ, the Lord. Let us pray, “Glorious Lord, grant us your peace.”
Christ the Lord, we humbly adore you: make joyful our hearts. Strengthen your Church
with humility and faith that we might triumph over the power of evil.
Silence.

People
Intercessor

People
Intercessor

People
Intercessor

People
Intercessor

People

Intercessor

People
Priest

All

Glorious Lord,
Grant us your peace.
Christ the Lord, we humbly adore you: you abhor neither the simple nor the lowly.
Shine your light on all the world that the nations may look upon your truth and find
their salvation.
Silence.
Glorious Lord,
Grant us your peace.
Christ the Lord, we humbly adore you: may all of creation burst forth in songs of praise.
May all the works of your hand glorify you.
The People may add their own thanksgivings either silently or aloud followed by silence.
Glorious Lord,
Grant us your peace.
Christ the Lord, we humbly adore you: summon the people of the city to yourself.
May all of the distractions and heartache of our lives fade away in the joy of your presence.
Silence.
Glorious Lord,
Grant us your peace.
Christ the Lord, we humbly adore you: you love us so dearly. Grant your healing grace to
sinners, to the poor, to those in need of love. Open your arms to the sick and the lonely.
The People may add their own petitions either silently or aloud followed by silence.
Glorious Lord,
Grant us your peace.

Christ the Lord, we humbly adore you: all glory be given to you. You blessed our earthly
bodies with your birth; and you promise to raise us to new life by your death and resurrection.
Silence.
Glorious Lord,
Grant us your peace.
All loving and gracious God, we thank you for taking flesh among us in the Lord Jesus
Christ. Trusting in a power beyond ourselves, trusting in your enduring love, we have
offered our petitions. May you hear and answer them in that same Love, who is Jesus,
your Son and our Lord, this Christmas Day and forever.
Amen.
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Confession Please stand or kneel __________________________________________________
Priest
All

Gathered in the name of Jesus, let us confess our sin against God and our neighbor.
Gracious God, in Christ Jesus you come among us
as light shining in the darkness.
We confess our failure to welcome this light.
Forgive us and renew our hope, so that we may live in the light of your grace,
and welcome the truth of Christ the Lord. Amen.

Absolution _______________________________________________________________
Priest

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins
through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all
goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in
eternal life. Amen.

The Peace Please stand _________________________________________________________
Priest
People

The peace of the Lord be always with you.
And also with you.

The Liturgy of the Table
Offertory Anthem_____________________________ A Rose Tree Blooms in the Silent Night, Rogers
St. Jude’s Ringers
The Doxology _____________________________________________________________

The Great Thanksgiving Please remain standing _______________________________________
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Priest

Blessed are you, gracious God, creator of heaven and earth; by water and the Holy Spirit
you have made us a holy people through Jesus Christ our Lord; You renew that Mystery in
bread and wine and nourish us to show forth your glory in all the world. We praise you
Lord, with all the angels in their song of joy.

Sanctus __________________________________________________________________
Priest

Father, you are holy indeed, and all creation rightly gives you praise. All life, all holiness
comes from you through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, by the working of the Holy
Spirit. On the night he was betrayed, our Lord took bread and gave you thanks and
praise. He broke the bread, gave it to his disciples, and said: Take this all of you, and eat
it: This is my body which will be given up to you. When supper was ended, he took the
cup. Again he gave you thanks and praise, gave the cup to his disciples and said: Take
this, all of you, and drink from it: This is the cup of my blood, the blood of the new and
everlasting covenant. It will be shed for you and for all so that sins may be forgiven. Do
this in memory of me.

The Memorial Acclamation __________________________________________________
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Priest

Remembering Christ’s death, proclaiming his resurrection, and looking for his coming in
glory, we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of all; presenting to
you, from your creation, this bread and this wine. We pray you, gracious God, to send
your Holy Spirit upon these gifts, that they may be the sacrament of the body of Christ
and his blood of the new covenant. Unite us to your Son in his sacrifice, that we, made
acceptable in him, may be sanctified by the Holy Spirit. In the fullness of time, reconcile
all things in Christ, and make them new, and bring us to that city of light where you dwell
with all your sons and daughters; the firstborn of all creation, the head of the Church,
and the author of our salvation. Through him, with him, in him, in the unity of the Holy
Spirit, all glory and honor is yours,

The Lord’s Prayer __________________________________________________________
Priest

As our Savior Christ has taught us, we now sing,
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The Presider breaks the consecrated Bread. A period of silence is kept.

Fraction __________________________________________________________________

Communion ______________________________________________________________
In order to maintain best practices for safety protocols, the following instructions for receiving Holy Communion will be observed:
• No one

is obliged to receive. If you would prefer not to receive, please place your arms across your shoulders
indicating you would like to receive a blessing. The priest will not touch you, but will extend hands towards
you and offer the blessing.
• Only bread will be distributed. Our bread is gluten free. Anglican theologians have long held to the traditional
teaching of the church that reception in one kind only (either bread only, or wine only) is a sufficient reception of the fullness of the sacrament; thus, wine will not be distributed.

Communion Anthem ____________________________________ Christmas Lullaby, Rutter
Prayer after Communion Please stand ____________________________________________
Presider
People
Presider
People
Presider
People

It is the most wonderful day of the year!
Our Savior has been born. A new child of LOVE.
Angels have told of his coming;
Shepherds, ordinary folks like us have come to praise him.
Emmanuel, God with us, has been born anew!
Jesus, Emmanuel, we welcome you into our lives anew, for you are God-with-Us!
Jesus, child of LOVE, help us to be the best symbols of LOVE that we can be.

Blessing __________________________________________________________________
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The Sending Out
Sending Out Hymn 87 Please stand ____________________________ Hark, the herald angels sing
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Sending Out ______________________________________________________________
The Presider dismisses the congregation, after which the people respond:
Thanks be to God! Alleluia! Alleluia!

Postlude _______________________ Festival Postlude on “Ding, Dong! Merrily on High ”, Scott
The worship is ended, the service begins...
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St. Jude’s Episcopal Church
106 E. Elizabeth Street
Fenton, MI 48430
(810) 629-5681
www.stjudesfenton.com
Facebook: St. Jude’s Episcopal Church
Sunday Worship:
8 am – Morning Prayer on Facebook
10:30 am – Communion Service in the Church Building

Wednesdays, Morning Prayer at 8 am on Facebook
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