St. Jude’s Episcopal Church
Seeking and Worshipping God, Reaching out to Others

December 12, 2021
The Third Sunday of Advent
10:30 am Communion Service
----- A Special WELCOME to all! ----We are pleased to have you worship with us this morning and hope you feel warmly
welcomed.
If you forgot your face covering, masks are provided on the sign-in table. Masks are

required in the church building at all times regardless of vaccination status.
Please make sure to leave us your name and contact information for contact tracing
purposes. The lists will be kept in the church office so we can notify you to isolate
for 14 days should anyone in attendance test positive for Covid-19.
The Offertory plates will not be passed. They are available at each of the sign-in
stations.
Hand sanitizing stations are located throughout the worship space.
Please be sure to join us following the service in Vandenbergh Fellowship Hall for a
time of conversation and refreshments.
If you are looking for a church home, we invite you to become a part of the
St. Jude’s Church Community.
Hymn # These hymns are located in the blue Hymnal 1982 in your pew.

The Gathering of the Community
Prelude______________ Partita on “Comfort, Comfort Ye My People”, Pachelbel
Opening Hymn #59 Please stand ____________ Hark! A thrilling voice is sounding
Open Acclamation & Collect _____________________________________
Presider
People
Presider

All

Blessed be the one, holy, and living God.
Glory to God for ever and ever.
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and
from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by
the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you,
and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord.
Amen.

Song of Praise _________________________________________________

Collect of the Day ______________________________________________
Priest
People
Priest
All

God be with you.
And also with you.
Let us pray.
Stir up your power, O Lord, and with great might come among us;
and, because we are sorely hindered by our sins, let your bountiful
grace and mercy speedily help and deliver us; through Jesus Christ
our Lord, to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be honor and
glory, now and for ever. Amen.
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The Proclamation of the Word
The First Reading __________________________________ Zephaniah 3:14-20
A Reading from the Book of Zephaniah.
Sing aloud, O daughter Zion;
shout, O Israel!
Rejoice and exult with all your heart,
O daughter Jerusalem!
The Lord has taken away the judgments against you,
he has turned away your enemies.
The king of Israel, the Lord, is in your midst;
you shall fear disaster no more.
On that day it shall be said to Jerusalem:
Do not fear, O Zion;
do not let your hands grow weak.
The Lord, your God, is in your midst,
a warrior who gives victory;
he will rejoice over you with gladness,
he will renew you in his love;
he will exult over you with loud singing
as on a day of festival.
I will remove disaster from you,
so that you will not bear reproach for it.
I will deal with all your oppressors
at that time.
And I will save the lame
and gather the outcast,
and I will change their shame into praise
and renown in all the earth.
At that time I will bring you home,
at the time when I gather you;
for I will make you renowned and praised
among all the peoples of the earth,
when I restore your fortunes
before your eyes, says the Lord.
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Reader
People

Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.
Thanks be to God.

Canticle 9: The First Song of Isaiah ________________________________

The Second Reading _________________________________ Philippians 4:4-7
A Reading from the Letter to the Philippians.
Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice. Let your gentleness be known to
everyone. The Lord is near. Do not worry about anything, but in everything by prayer and
supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God. And the peace of
God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ
Jesus.
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Reader
People

Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.
Thanks be to God.

Sequence Hymn #75 Please stand ________ There’s a voice in the wilderness crying
The Gospel Reading ____________________________________ Luke 3:7-18
Reader The Holy Gospel of our Savior Jesus Christ, according to Luke.
People Glory to you, Lord Christ.
John said to the crowds that came out to be baptized by him, "You brood of vipers! Who
warned you to flee from the wrath to come? Bear fruits worthy of repentance. Do not begin
to say to yourselves, 'We have Abraham as our ancestor'; for I tell you, God is able from
these stones to raise up children to Abraham. Even now the ax is lying at the root of the
trees; every tree therefore that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the
fire."
And the crowds asked him, "What then should we do?" In reply he said to them, "Whoever
has two coats must share with anyone who has none; and whoever has food must do
likewise." Even tax collectors came to be baptized, and they asked him, "Teacher, what
should we do?" He said to them, "Collect no more than the amount prescribed for you."
Soldiers also asked him, "And we, what should we do?" He said to them, "Do not extort
money from anyone by threats or false accusation, and be satisfied with your wages."
As the people were filled with expectation, and all were questioning in their hearts
concerning John, whether he might be the Messiah, John answered all of them by saying, "I
baptize you with water; but one who is more powerful than I is coming; I am not worthy to
untie the thong of his sandals. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. His
winnowing fork is in his hand, to clear his threshing floor and to gather the wheat into his
granary; but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire."
So, with many other exhortations, he proclaimed the good news to the people.
Reader
People

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, Lord Christ.

The Sermon Please be seated __________________________ The Rev. Tracie Little
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The Nicene Creed Please stand ______________________________________
We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven:
by the power of the Holy Spirit
he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary,
and was made man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.
He has spoken through the Prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
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and the life of the world to come. Amen.

Prayers of the People Please stand or kneel _______________________________
Intercessor

Let us pray.
Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, rejoice. Surely, it is God
who saves us; therefore, we joyfully pray to the Lord, “God our
salvation: thank you.”
Though hindered by our sins and in need of your bountiful grace
and mercy, you never leave us. You are ever in our midst. Renew
your Church in love.
The People add their own thanksgivings either silently or aloud followed by
silence.

People
Intercessor

People
Intercessor

People
Intercessor

God of our salvation:
Thank you.
Make your deeds known among the people, O God. Save the lame;
gather the outcast. May the exiles know home and all people know
your peace.
Silence.
God of our salvation:
Thank you.
May your springs of salvation renew the earth. Heal our planet and
restore in us a sense of responsibility and gratitude.
Silence.
God of our salvation:
Thank you.
Merciful God, in this month of great excess and consumerism, call
the financial and business communities to act justly and generously.
Grant that those without coats be clothed and those without food
be fed.
Silence.
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People
Intercessor

People
Intercessor

People
Priest

All

God of our salvation:
Thank you.
O God, you have done great things. With thankful hearts we pray to
you for those burdened by shame, grief, or weakness. Be for them a
stronghold and a sure defense.
The People add their own petitions either silently or aloud followed by
silence.
God of our salvation:
Thank you.
God our salvation, gather us, with all those who have died, into
your sacred heart. Grant us to sing your praises for all eternity.
Silence.
God of our salvation:
Thank you.
O Lord, fill our minds and hearts with everything that is good and
loving and worthy of thanksgiving and praise, everything that comes
to us under the sign of your peace and in the name of Christ our
Lord.
Amen.

Confession ____________________________________________________
Priest
All

Let us confess our sins to God.
God of all mercy,
we confess that we have sinned against you, opposing your will in
our lives.
We have denied your goodness in each other,
in ourselves, and in the world you have created.
We repent of the evil that enslaves us,
the evil we have done,
and the evil done on our behalf.
Forgive, restore, and strengthen us
through our Savior Jesus Christ,
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that we may abide in your love
and serve only your will. Amen.

The Absolution ________________________________________________
Priest

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through
the grace of Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the
power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen.

The Peace Please stand _____________________________________________
Presider
People

The peace of Christ be always with you.
And also with you.

Offertory Anthem ____ Change Ring Prelude on “Divinum Mysterium, Gramann
Of the Father’s Love Begotten
St. Jude’s Ringers

The Celebration of the Eucharist
The Doxology _________________________________________________
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The Eucharistic Prayer

Presider

Blessed are you, gracious God, creator of heaven and earth; by water
and the Holy Spirit you have made us a holy people through Jesus
Christ our Lord; You renew that Mystery in bread and wine and
nourish us to show forth your glory in all the world. We praise you
Lord, with all the angels in their song of joy:
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Sanctus _______________________________________________________

Presider

Father, you are holy indeed, and all creation rightly gives you praise.
All life, all holiness comes from you through your Son, Jesus Christ
our Lord, by the working of the Holy Spirit. On the night he was
betrayed, our Lord took bread and gave you thanks and praise. He
broke the bread, gave it to his disciples, and said:
Take this all of you, and eat it: This is my body which will be given
up to you. When supper was ended, he took the cup. Again he
gave you thanks and praise, gave the cup to his disciples and said:
Take this, all of you, and drink from it: This is the cup of my blood,
the blood of the new and everlasting covenant. It will be shed for
you and for all so that sins may be forgiven. Do this in memory of
me.
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Memorial Acclamation __________________________________________

Priest

Remembering Christ’s death, proclaiming his resurrection, and
looking for his coming in glory, we offer our sacrifice of praise and
thanksgiving to you, O Lord of all; presenting to you, from your
creation, this bread and this wine. We pray you, gracious God, to
send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts, that they may be the
sacrament of the body of Christ and his blood of the new covenant.
Unite us to your Son in his sacrifice, that we, made acceptable in
him, may be sanctified by the Holy Spirit. In the fullness of time,
reconcile all things in Christ, and make them new, and bring us to
that city of light where you dwell with all your sons and daughters;
the firstborn of all creation, the head of the Church, and the author
of our salvation. Through him, with him, in him, in the unity of
the Holy Spirit, all glory and honor is yours,

12

The Lord’s Prayer ______________________________________________
Presider

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to sing,
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The Fraction __________________________________________________

Communion Please be seated ________________________________________
In order to maintain best practices for safety protocols, the following instructions for
receiving Holy Communion will be observed:
• No one is obliged to receive. If you would prefer not to receive, please place your arms

across your shoulders indicating you would like to receive a blessing. The priest will
not touch you, but will extend hands towards you and offer the blessing.
• Only bread will be distributed. Our bread is gluten free. Anglican theologians have long
held to the traditional teaching of the church that reception in one kind only (either
bread only, or wine only) is a sufficient reception of the fullness of the sacrament; thus,
wine will not be distributed.

Communion Anthem __________ Rejoice Greatly, O Daughter of Zion, Kosche
Prayer after Communion Please stand ________________________________
Presider
People

Let us pray.
God of abundance,
you have fed us with the bread of life and cup of salvation;
you have united us with Christ and one another;
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and you have made us one with all your people in heaven and on
earth.
Now send us forth in the power of your Spirit,
that we may proclaim your redeeming love to the world and
continue for ever in the risen life of Christ our Savior. Amen.

Blessing ______________________________________________________
Presider

May the blessing of the God of Abraham and Sara
and of Jesus Christ born of our sister Mary,
and of the Holy Spirit,
who broods over the world as a mother over her children,
be upon you and remain with you always. Amen.

The Sending Out
Milestones & Announcements Please be seated __________________________
Sending Out Hymn #68 Please stand ________________Rejoice! rejoice, believers
Sending Out___________________________________________________
The Deacon dismisses the congregation, after which the people respond:
Thanks be to God!

Postlude __________ Voluntary on “Hark! A Thrilling Voice is Sounding”, Cassler
We have enjoyed being with you in this in-person service! Please watch for e-mails and
Facebook posts that will alert you to any changes in this pattern for worship.
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St. Jude’s Episcopal Church
106 E. Elizabeth Street
Fenton, MI 48430
(810) 629-5681
www.stjudesfenton.com
Facebook: St. Jude’s Episcopal Church
Sunday Worship:
8 am – Morning Prayer on Facebook
10:30 am – Communion Service in the Church Building
Wednesdays, Morning Prayer at 8 am on Facebook
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