
St. Jude’s Episcopal Church 
Seeking and Worshipping God, Reaching out to Others 

  

April 4, 2021 Easter Sunday 
8:00 am Morning Prayer 

 
 
Opening Hymn, Jesus Christ is risen today (v.1, 2) 

 



Opening Sentence 
 

Alleluia! Christ is risen.  
The Lord is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
 
Confession of Sin 
 

The Officiant says to the people, 
Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 
 

Silence may be kept. 
 

Officiant and People together, 
Most merciful God, 
we confess that we have sinned against you 
in thought, word, and deed, 
by what we have done, 
and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us and forgive us; 
that we may delight in your will, 
and walk in your ways, 
to the glory of your Name. Amen. 
 
The Priest says, 
Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen. 
 
 
 
The Invitatory and Psalter 
 

Officiant Lord, open our lips 
People  And our mouth shall proclaim your praise. 
 

Officiant and People,  
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: as 
it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.   
 
 

 
Alleluia. The Lord is risen indeed: Come let us adore him. 
Alleluia. 
 
 



Christ our Passover     Pascha nostrum 
1 Corinthians 5:7-8; Romans 6:9-11; 1 Corinthians 15:20-22  

Alleluia.  
Christ our Passover has been sacrificed for us; *  
    therefore let us keep the feast,  
Not with the old leaven, the leaven of malice and evil, *  
    but with the unleavened bread of sincerity and truth. Alleluia.  

Christ being raised from the dead will never die again; *  
    death no longer has dominion over him.  
The death that he died, he died to sin, once for all; *  
    but the life he lives, he lives to God.  
So also consider yourselves dead to sin, *  
    and alive to God in Jesus Christ our Lord. Alleluia. 

Christ has been raised from the dead, *  
    the first fruits of those who have fallen asleep.  
For since by a man came death, *  
    by a man has come also the resurrection of the dead.  
For as in Adam all die, *  
    so in Christ shall all be made alive. Alleluia. 

 

The Psalm Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24 

1 Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; * 
his mercy endures for ever. 

 

2 Let Israel now proclaim, * 
"His mercy endures for ever." 

 

14 The Lord is my strength and my song, * 
and he has become my salvation. 

 

15 There is a sound of exultation and victory * 
in the tents of the righteous: 

 

16 "The right hand of the Lord has triumphed! * 
the right hand of the Lord is exalted! 
the right hand of the Lord has triumphed!" 

 

17 I shall not die, but live, * 
and declare the works of the Lord. 

 

18 The Lord has punished me sorely, * 
but he did not hand me over to death. 



 

19 Open for me the gates of righteousness; * 
I will enter them; 
I will offer thanks to the Lord. 

 

20 "This is the gate of the Lord; * 
he who is righteous may enter." 

 

21 I will give thanks to you, for you answered me * 
and have become my salvation. 

 

22 The same stone which the builders rejected * 
has become the chief cornerstone. 

 

23 This is the Lord's doing, * 
and it is marvelous in our eyes. 

 

24 On this day the Lord has acted; * 
we will rejoice and be glad in it. 
 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: * 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 

 
 
The Lessons 
 
The First Reading.   Isaiah 25:6-9 
 

A Reading from the Book of Isaiah. 
 

On this mountain the Lord of hosts will make for all peoples 
a feast of rich food, a feast of well-aged wines, 
of rich food filled with marrow, of well-aged wines strained clear. 

 

And he will destroy on this mountain 
the shroud that is cast over all peoples, 
the sheet that is spread over all nations; 
he will swallow up death forever. 

 

Then the Lord God will wipe away the tears from all faces, 
and the disgrace of his people he will take away from all the earth, 
for the Lord has spoken. 

 

It will be said on that day, Lo, this is our God; we have waited for him, so that he might save us. 
This is the Lord for whom we have waited; 
let us be glad and rejoice in his salvation. 

 

Reader  The Word of the Lord. 
People  Thanks be to God. 

 



Canticle D A Song of the Wilderness Isaiah 35:1-7,10  

The wilderness and the dry land shall be glad, * the desert shall rejoice and blossom;  
It shall blossom abundantly, * 
and rejoice with joy and singing.  
They shall see the glory of the Lord, * the majesty of our God.  
Strengthen the weary hands, * and make firm the feeble knees.  
Say to the anxious, “Be strong, do not fear! * 
Here is your God, coming with judgment to save you.”  
Then shall the eyes of the blind be opened, * and the ears of the deaf be unstopped.  
Then shall the lame leap like a deer, * 
and the tongue of the speechless sing for joy. For waters shall break forth in the wilderness *  
and streams in the desert; 
The burning sand shall become a pool *  
and the thirsty ground, springs of water. 
The ransomed of God shall return with singing, *  
with everlasting joy upon their heads. Joy and gladness shall be theirs, *  
and sorrow and sighing shall flee away.  
 
 
 
The Second Reading  Acts 10:34-43 
 

A Reading from the Acts of the Apostles. 
 

Peter began to speak to Cornelius and the other Gentiles: "I truly understand that God shows no 
partiality, but in every nation anyone who fears him and does what is right is acceptable to him. 
You know the message he sent to the people of Israel, preaching peace by Jesus Christ--he is Lord 
of all. That message spread throughout Judea, beginning in Galilee after the baptism that John 
announced: how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power; how he 
went about doing good and healing all who were oppressed by the devil, for God was with him. 
We are witnesses to all that he did both in Judea and in Jerusalem. They put him to death by 
hanging him on a tree; but God raised him on the third day and allowed him to appear, not to all 
the people but to us who were chosen by God as witnesses, and who ate and drank with him after 
he rose from the dead. He commanded us to preach to the people and to testify that he is the one 
ordained by God as judge of the living and the dead. All the prophets testify about him that 
everyone who believes in him receives forgiveness of sins through his name." 

 

Reader  The Word of the Lord. 
People  Thanks be to God. 

 

 

 



Canticle L  A Song of Christ’s Humility Philippians 2:6-11  

Though in the form of God, * 
Christ Jesus did not cling to equality with God,  
But emptied himself, taking the form of a servant, * and was born in human likeness.  
Being found in human form, he humbled himself *  
and became obedient to death, even death on a cross.  
Therefore, God has highly exalted him * 
and given him the name above every name,  
That at the name of Jesus, every knee shall bow, * in heaven and on earth and under the earth,  
And every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, * to the glory of God the Father.  
 
 
 
Third Reading.   John 20:1-18 
 

A Reading from the Gospel of John. 
 

Early on the first day of the week, while it was still dark, Mary Magdalene came to the tomb and 
saw that the stone had been removed from the tomb. So she ran and went to Simon Peter and the 
other disciple, the one whom Jesus loved, and said to them, “They have taken the Lord out of the 
tomb, and we do not know where they have laid him.” Then Peter and the other disciple set out 
and went toward the tomb. The two were running together, but the other disciple outran Peter 
and reached the tomb first. He bent down to look in and saw the linen wrappings lying there, but 
he did not go in. Then Simon Peter came, following him, and went into the tomb. He saw the 
linen wrappings lying there, and the cloth that had been on Jesus’ head, not lying with the linen 
wrappings but rolled up in a place by itself. Then the other disciple, who reached the tomb first, 
also went in, and he saw and believed; for as yet they did not understand the scripture, that he 
must rise from the dead. Then the disciples returned to their homes. 
 
But Mary stood weeping outside the tomb. As she wept, she bent over to look into the tomb; and 
she saw two angels in white, sitting where the body of Jesus had been lying, one at the head and 
the other at the feet. They said to her, “Woman, why are you weeping?” She said to them, “They 
have taken away my Lord, and I do not know where they have laid him.” When she had said this, 
she turned around and saw Jesus standing there, but she did not know that it was Jesus. Jesus said 
to her, “Woman, why are you weeping? Whom are you looking for?” Supposing him to be the 
gardener, she said to him, “Sir, if you have carried him away, tell me where you have laid him, and 
I will take him away.” Jesus said to her, “Mary!” She turned and said to him in Hebrew, 
“Rabbouni!” (which means Teacher). Jesus said to her, “Do not hold on to me, because I have not 
yet ascended to the Father. But go to my brothers and say to them, ‘I am ascending to my Father 
and your Father, to my God and your God.’” Mary Magdalene went and announced to the 
disciples, “I have seen the Lord”; and she told them that he had said these things to her. 

 

Reader  The Word of the Lord. 
People  Thanks be to God. 
 



 
The Sermon  The Rev. Tracie Little 
 
 

Hymn, Alleluia, alleluia, give thanks 

 
 
The Apostles’ Creed 
 

Officiant and People say together,  
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
    creator of heaven and earth; 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 
    He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 
        and born of the Virgin Mary. 
    He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
        was crucified, died, and was buried. 
    He descended to the dead. 
    On the third day he rose again. 
    He ascended into heaven, 



        and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
    He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
    the holy catholic Church, 
    the communion of saints, 
    the forgiveness of sins 
    the resurrection of the body, 
    and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
 
The Prayers 
 

Officiant The Lord be with you. 
People  And also with you. 
Officiant Let us pray. 
 
 

 
Officiant and People,  

Our Father in heaven, 
     hallowed be your Name, 
     your kingdom come, 
     your will be done, 
         on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 
     as we forgive those 
         who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial, 
     and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, 
     and the glory are yours, 
     now and for ever. Amen. 

 

 
V.    Show us your mercy, O Lord;  
R.    And grant us your salvation.  
V.    Clothe your ministers with righteousness;  
R.    Let your people sing with joy.  
V.    Give peace, O Lord, in all the world;  
R.    For only in you can we live in safety. 

V.    Lord, keep this nation under your care;  
R.    And guide us in the way of justice and truth.  
V.    Let your way be known upon earth;  



R.    Your saving health among all nations.  
V.    Let not the needy, O Lord, be forgotten;  
R.    Nor the hope of the poor be taken away.  
V.    Create in us clean hearts, O God;  
R.    And sustain us with your Holy Spirit. 

 
 
The Collect of the Day 
 

Almighty God, who through your only-begotten Son Jesus Christ overcame death and opened to 
us the gate of everlasting life: Grant that we, who celebrate with joy the day of the Lord's 
resurrection, may be raised from the death of sin by your life-giving Spirit; through Jesus Christ 
our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 
 
O God, the King eternal, whose light divides the day from the  
night and turns the shadow of death into the morning: Drive  
far from us all wrong desires, incline our hearts to keep your  
law, and guide our feet into the way of peace; that, having  
done your will with cheerfulness during the day, we may,  
when night comes, rejoice to give you thanks; through Jesus  
Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
 
The Prayers of the People 
 

God of love, we rejoice with angels, and all the host of heaven, as we celebrate the Resurrection of 
your Son.  Bless today’s joyful celebration and turn our hearts to you with new delight and 
commitment.  We pray to the Lord. 
We praise you, Almighty God.  Alleluia!  Amen! 
 
God of mercy, bring your church to new life.  Awaken in us a faithfulness that manifest itself in 
joy, in dedication to work of reconciliation in the world, in care for your creation, in aw of your 
glory.  We pray to the Lord. 
We praise you, Almighty God.  Alleluia!  Amen! 
 
God of wholeness, bring those who suffer to new life.  We pray for those who bear the burden of 
pain and anxiety, whose relationships are shattered, whose lives are full of despair.  Lead us to find 
ways to present with them and reflect your love for them.  We pray to the Lord. 
We praise you, Almighty God.  Alleluia!  Amen! 
 
God of light, bring those in authority to new life in the ways they lead their nations.  Show them 
the path of integrity and truth that their people may live in peace, that all may have plenty.  We 
pray to the Lord. 
We praise you, Almighty God.  Alleluia!  Amen! 
 



God of eternity, we give thanks for those who have gone before us and have entered into new and 
everlasting life in your presence.  We pray to the Lord. 
We praise you, Almighty God.  Alleluia!  Amen! 
 
 
 
The General Thanksgiving 
 

Almighty God, Father of all mercies, 
We your unworthy servants give you humble thanks 
For all your goodness and loving-kindness  
To us and to all whom you have made. 
We bless you for our creation, preservation, 
And all the blessings of this life; 
But above all for your immeasurable love 
In the redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ; 
For the means of grace, and for the hope of glory. 
And, we pray, give us such an awareness of your mercies, that with truly thankful hearts we may 
show forth your praise, 
Not only with our lips, but in our lives, 
By giving up our selves to your service, 
And by walking before you 
In holiness and righteousness all our days; 
Through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
To whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, 
Be honor and glory throughout all ages.  Amen. 
 
Almighty God, you have given us grace at this time with one accord to make our common 
supplication to you; and you have promised through your well-beloved Son, that when two or 
three are gathered together in his Name you will be in the midst of them:  Fulfill now, O Lord, our 
desires and petitions as may be best for us; granting us in this world knowledge of your truth, and 
in the age to come life everlasting.  Amen. 
 
 
The Blessing 
 
The Wisdom of God the Love of God 
and the Grace of God strengthen you  
to be Christ’s hands and heart in this world,  
and the blessing of God Almighty, 
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, 
Be with you now 
And remain with you always. Amen.  
Announcements 



 
 
Sending Out 

 

Sending Out Hymn, Halle, Halle, Halle-lu-ia! 
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