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March 21, 2021 Fifth Sunday of Lent 
8:00 am Morning Prayer 

 
 
Opening Hymn  Lift high the cross (v. 1, 4) 

 
 
Opening Sentence 
 

Rend your hearts and not your garments. Return to the Lord  
your God, for he is gracious and merciful, slow to anger and  
abounding in steadfast love, and repents of evil. 
Joel 2:13 



 
Confession of Sin 
 

The Officiant says to the people, 
Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 
 

Silence may be kept. 
 

Officiant and People together, 
Most merciful God, 
we confess that we have sinned against you 
in thought, word, and deed, 
by what we have done, 
and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us and forgive us; 
that we may delight in your will, 
and walk in your ways, 
to the glory of your Name. Amen. 
 
The Priest says, 
Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen. 
 
 
The Invitatory and Psalter 
 

Officiant Lord, open our lips 
People  And our mouth shall proclaim your praise. 
 

Officiant and People,  
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: as 
it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.   
 
 

 
The Lord is full of compassion and mercy: Come let us adore him. 
 

Venite     Psalm 95:1-7 

Come, let us sing to the Lord; *  
    let us shout for joy to the Rock of our salvation.  
Let us come before his presence with thanksgiving *  
    and raise a loud shout to him with psalms.  



For the Lord is a great God, *  
    and a great King above all gods.  
In his hand are the caverns of the earth, *  
    and the heights of the hills are his also.  
The sea is his, for he made it, *  
    and his hands have molded the dry land. 

Come, let us bow down, and bend the knee, *  
    and kneel before the Lord our Maker.  
For he is our God,  
and we are the people of his pasture and the sheep of his hand. * 
    Oh, that today you would hearken to his voice! 

 

The Psalm Psalm 51:1-13 

1 Have mercy on me, O God, according to your loving-kindness; * 
in your great compassion blot out my offenses. 

 

2 Wash me through and through from my wickedness * 
and cleanse me from my sin. 

 

3 For I know my transgressions, * 
and my sin is ever before me. 

 

4 Against you only have I sinned * 
and done what is evil in your sight. 

 

5 And so you are justified when you speak * 
and upright in your judgment. 

 

6 Indeed, I have been wicked from my birth, * 
a sinner from my mother's womb. 

 

7 For behold, you look for truth deep within me, * 
and will make me understand wisdom secretly. 

 

8 Purge me from my sin, and I shall be pure; * 
wash me, and I shall be clean indeed. 

 

9 Make me hear of joy and gladness, * 
that the body you have broken may rejoice. 

 

10 Hide your face from my sins * 
and blot out all my iniquities. 

 

11 Create in me a clean heart, O God, * 
and renew a right spirit within me. 

 

12 Cast me not away from your presence * 



and take not your holy Spirit from me. 
 

13 Give me the joy of your saving help again * 
and sustain me with your bountiful Spirit. 

 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: * 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 

 
 
The Lessons 
 
The First Reading.   Jeremiah 31:31-34 
 

A Reading from the Book of Jeremiah. 
 

The days are surely coming, says the Lord, when I will make a new covenant with the house of 
Israel and the house of Judah. It will not be like the covenant that I made with their ancestors 
when I took them by the hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt—a covenant that they broke, 
though I was their husband, says the Lord. But this is the covenant that I will make with the house 
of Israel after those days, says the Lord: I will put my law within them, and I will write it on their 
hearts; and I will be their God, and they shall be my people. No longer shall they teach one 
another, or say to each other, “Know the Lord,” for they shall all know me, from the least of them 
to the greatest, says the Lord; for I will forgive their iniquity, and remember their sin no more. 
 

Reader  The Word of the Lord. 
People  Thanks be to God. 

 

Canticle A  A Song of Wisdom Sapientia liberavit Wisdom 10:15-19,20b-21  

Wisdom freed from a nation of oppressors * a holy people and a blameless race.  
She entered the soul of a servant of the Lord, * withstood dread rulers with wonders and signs.  
To the saints she gave the reward of their labors, * and led them by a marvelous way;  
She was their shelter by day * and a blaze of stars by night.  
She brought them across the Red Sea, * she led them through mighty waters;  
But their enemies she swallowed in the waves * 
and spewed them out from the depths of the abyss.  
And then, Lord, the righteous sang hymns to your Name, * and praised with one voice your 
protecting hand;  
For Wisdom opened the mouths of the mute, * 
and gave speech to the tongues of a new-born people.  

 

 



The Second Reading  Hebrews 5:5-10 
 

A Reading from Paul’s first letter to the Hebrews. 
 

Christ did not glorify himself in becoming a high priest, but was appointed by the one who said to 
him, 
 

“You are my Son, 
today I have begotten you”; 

as he says also in another place, 
 

“You are a priest forever, 
according to the order of Melchizedek.” 

In the days of his flesh, Jesus offered up prayers and supplications, with loud cries and tears, to the 
one who was able to save him from death, and he was heard because of his reverent submission. 
Although he was a Son, he learned obedience through what he suffered; and having been made 
perfect, he became the source of eternal salvation for all who obey him, having been designated by 
God a high priest according to the order of Melchizedek. 

 

Reader  The Word of the Lord. 
People  Thanks be to God. 

 

Canticle F  A Song of Lamentation	Lamentations 1:12,16; 3:19,22-24,26  
Is it nothing to you, all you who pass by? * 
Look and see if there is any sorrow like my sorrow,  
Which was brought upon me, * inflicted by God’s fierce anger.  
For these things I weep; my eyes flow with tears, * 
for a comforter is far from me, one to revive my courage.  
Remember my affliction and my bitterness, * wormwood and gall!  
The steadfast love of God never ceases, * God’s mercies never end.  
They are new every morning; * great is your faithfulness.  
“God is my portion,” says my soul, * “therefore will I hope in God.”  
It is good that we should wait quietly * for the coming of God’s salvation.  

 

The Third Reading  John 12:20-33 
 

A Reading from the Gospel of John. 
 

Now among those who went up to worship at the festival were some Greeks. They came to Philip, 
who was from Bethsaida in Galilee, and said to him, “Sir, we wish to see Jesus.” Philip went and 
told Andrew; then Andrew and Philip went and told Jesus. Jesus answered them, “The hour has 
come for the Son of Man to be glorified. Very truly, I tell you, unless a grain of wheat falls into the 
earth and dies, it remains just a single grain; but if it dies, it bears much fruit. Those who love their 
life lose it, and those who hate their life in this world will keep it for eternal life. Whoever serves 



me must follow me, and where I am, there will my servant be also. Whoever serves me, the Father 
will honor. 
 
“Now my soul is troubled. And what should I say—‘Father, save me from this hour’? No, it is for 
this reason that I have come to this hour. Father, glorify your name.” Then a voice came from 
heaven, “I have glorified it, and I will glorify it again.” The crowd standing there heard it and said 
that it was thunder. Others said, “An angel has spoken to him.” Jesus answered, “This voice has 
come for your sake, not for mine. Now is the judgment of this world; now the ruler of this world 
will be driven out. And I, when I am lifted up from the earth, will draw all people to myself.” He 
said this to indicate the kind of death he was to die. 
 

Reader  The Word of the Lord. 
People  Thanks be to God. 
 
 
The Sermon  The Rev. Tracie Little 
 
Song of Reflection  Precious Lord, Take My Hand, Arr. Bock Stevens 
 
 
The Apostles’ Creed 
 

Officiant and People say together,  
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
    creator of heaven and earth; 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 
    He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 
        and born of the Virgin Mary. 
    He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
        was crucified, died, and was buried. 
    He descended to the dead. 
    On the third day he rose again. 
    He ascended into heaven, 
        and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
    He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
    the holy catholic Church, 
    the communion of saints, 
    the forgiveness of sins 
    the resurrection of the body, 
    and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
 
 



The Prayers 
 

Officiant The Lord be with you. 
People  And also with you. 
Officiant Let us pray. 
 
 

 
Officiant and People,  

Our Father in heaven, 
     hallowed be your Name, 
     your kingdom come, 
     your will be done, 
         on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 
     as we forgive those 
         who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial, 
     and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, 
     and the glory are yours, 
     now and for ever. Amen. 

 
 
V.    Save your people, Lord, and bless your inheritance;  
R.    Govern and uphold them, now and always. 
V.    Day by day we bless you;  
R.    We praise your name for ever.  
V.    Lord, keep us from all sin today;  
R.    Have mercy upon us, Lord, have mercy.  
V.    Lord, show us your love and mercy;  
R.    For we put our trust in you.  
V.    In you, Lord, is our hope;  
R.    And we shall never hope in vain. 
 
 
 
The Collect of the Day 
 

Almighty God, you alone can bring into order the unruly wills and affections of sinners: Grant 
your people grace to love what you command and desire what you promise; that, among the swift 
and varied changes of the world, our hearts may surely there be fixed where true joys are to be 
found; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and for ever.  Amen. 



Heavenly Father, in you we live and move and have our  
being: We humbly pray you so to guide and govern us by  
your Holy Spirit, that in all the cares and occupations of our  
life we may not forget you, but may remember that we are  
ever walking in your sight; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  
Amen. 
 
 
The Prayers of the People 
 

We come before our loving and gracious God, asking that God’s grace and love be kindled in our 
hearts and spoken on our lips.  We offer our prayer to God, 
Write your word on our hearts, O Lord; 
 
That we may do your will as we praise your name.  We pray for our spiritual leaders, that they may 
speak your truth and call your people into deeper discipleship.  We offer our prayer to God, 
Write your word on our hearts, O Lord; 
 
That we may support the leadership of this nation in the pursuit of peace and justice for all people.  
We offer our prayer to God, 
Write your word on our hearts, O Lord; 
 
That with compassion we may respond to the needs of the world, neighbors near and far.  We 
offer our prayer to God, 
Write your word on our hearts, O Lord; 
 
That we may speak comfort to those who suffer in any way and offer hope to those who grieve.  I 
invite your prayers of intercession.  You may type them into the comment section of this feed, or, 
if you are on Zoom, you can unmute yourself and offer your prayer aloud. 
Silence 
We offer our prayer to God, 
Write your word on our hearts, O Lord; 
 
That we may live your truth in our lives as we confess your truth with our lips.  We offer our 
prayer to God, 
Write your word on our hearts, O Lord. 
 
 
 
The General Thanksgiving 
 

Almighty God, Father of all mercies, 
We your unworthy servants give you humble thanks 
For all your goodness and loving-kindness  
To us and to all whom you have made. 



We bless you for our creation, preservation, 
And all the blessings of this life; 
But above all for your immeasurable love 
In the redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ; 
For the means of grace, and for the hope of glory. 
And, we pray, give us such an awareness of your mercies, that with truly thankful hearts we may 
show forth your praise, 
Not only with our lips, but in our lives, 
By giving up our selves to your service, 
And by walking before you 
In holiness and righteousness all our days; 
Through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
To whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, 
Be honor and glory throughout all ages.  Amen. 
 
Almighty God, you have given us grace at this time with one accord to make our common 
supplication to you; and you have promised through your well-beloved Son, that when two or 
three are gathered together in his Name you will be in the midst of them:  Fulfill now, O Lord, our 
desires and petitions as may be best for us; granting us in this world knowledge of your truth, and 
in the age to come life everlasting.  Amen. 
 
 
The Blessing 
 

Live without fear:  your Creator has made you holy, has always protected you, and loves you as a 
parent.  Go in peace to follow the good road and God’s blessing, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, be 
with you now and remain with you always.  Amen. 
 
 
Announcements 
 
 
Sending Out 
 

 
St. Jude’s Episcopal Church 

106 E. Elizabeth Street 
Fenton, MI 48430 

(810) 629-5681 
 

www.stjudesfenton.com 
Facebook: St. Jude’s Episcopal Church 

 
Daily Worship at 8 am on Facebook 


