
St. Jude’s Episcopal Church 
Seeking and Worshipping God, Reaching out to Others 

  

January 31, 2021 Fourth Sunday after Epiphany 
8:00 am Morning Prayer 

 
 
Opening Hymn  O for a thousand tongues to sing (v. 1, 3, 6) 

 
 

Opening Sentence 
 

Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart be acceptable in your sight, 
O Lord, my strength and my redeemer.    Psalm 19:14 

 
 
Confession of Sin 
 

The Officiant says to the people, 
Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 
 

Silence may be kept. 
 



Officiant and People together, 
Most merciful God, 
we confess that we have sinned against you 
in thought, word, and deed, 
by what we have done, 
and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us and forgive us; 
that we may delight in your will, 
and walk in your ways, 
to the glory of your Name. Amen. 
 
The Priest says, 
Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen. 
 

 
The Invitatory and Psalter 
 

Officiant Lord, open our lips 
People  And our mouth shall proclaim your praise. 
 

Officiant and People,  
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: as 
it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.  Alleluia. 
 
 

Worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness: Come let us adore him. 
 

Venite     Psalm 95:1-7 

Come, let us sing to the Lord; *  
    let us shout for joy to the Rock of our salvation.  
Let us come before his presence with thanksgiving *  
    and raise a loud shout to him with psalms.  

For the Lord is a great God, *  
    and a great King above all gods.  
In his hand are the caverns of the earth, *  
    and the heights of the hills are his also.  
The sea is his, for he made it, *  
    and his hands have molded the dry land. 



Come, let us bow down, and bend the knee, *  
    and kneel before the Lord our Maker.  
For he is our God,  
and we are the people of his pasture and the sheep of his hand. * 
    Oh, that today you would hearken to his voice! 

 
The Psalm Psalm 111 

1 Hallelujah! 
   I will give thanks to the Lord with my whole heart, * 

in the assembly of the upright, in the congregation. 
 

2 Great are the deeds of the Lord! * 
they are studied by all who delight in them. 

 

3 His work is full of majesty and splendor, * 
and his righteousness endures for ever. 

 

4 He makes his marvelous works to be remembered; * 
the Lord is gracious and full of compassion. 

 

5 He gives food to those who fear him; * 
he is ever mindful of his covenant. 

 

6 He has shown his people the power of his works * 
in giving them the lands of the nations. 

 
7 The works of his hands are faithfulness and justice; * 

all his commandments are sure. 
 

8 They stand fast for ever and ever, * 
because they are done in truth and equity. 

 

9 He sent redemption to his people; 
   he commanded his covenant for ever; * 

holy and awesome is his Name. 
 

10 The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom; * 
those who act accordingly have a good understanding; 
his praise endures for ever. 

 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: * 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 

 
 
 
 
 



The Lessons 
 
The First Reading.   Deuteronmy 18:15-20 
 

A Reading from the Book of Deuteronomy. 
 

Moses said: The Lord your God will raise up for you a prophet like me from among your own 
people; you shall heed such a prophet. This is what you requested of the Lord your God at Horeb 
on the day of the assembly when you said: “If I hear the voice of the Lord my God any more, or 
ever again see this great fire, I will die.” Then the Lord replied to me: “They are right in what they 
have said. I will raise up for them a prophet like you from among their own people; I will put my 
words in the mouth of the prophet, who shall speak to them everything that I command. Anyone 
who does not heed the words that the prophet shall speak in my name, I myself will hold 
accountable. But any prophet who speaks in the name of other gods, or who presumes to speak in 
my name a word that I have not commanded the prophet to speak—that prophet shall die.” 
 

Reader  The Word of the Lord. 
People  Thanks be to God. 
 

Canticle 10    The Second Song of Isaiah        Quaerite Dominum  
          Isaiah 55:6-11 

Seek the Lord while he wills to be found; *  
    call upon him when he draws near.  
Let the wicked forsake their ways *  
    and the evil ones their thoughts;  
And let them turn to the Lord, and he will have compassion, *  
    and to our God, for he will richly pardon.  
For my thoughts are not your thoughts, *  
    nor your ways my ways, says the Lord.  
For as the heavens are higher than the earth, *  
    so are my ways higher than your ways,  
    and my thoughts than your thoughts. 

For as rain and snow fall from the heavens *  
    and return not again, but water the earth,  
Bringing forth life and giving growth, *  
    seed for sowing and bread for eating,  
So is my word that goes forth from my mouth; *  
    it will not return to me empty;  
But it will accomplish that which I have purposed, *  
    and prosper in that for which I sent it.  

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: *  
    as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 



The Second Reading  1 Corinthians 8:1-13 
 

A Reading from the First Letter to the Corinthians. 
 
 

Now concerning food sacrificed to idols: we know that “all of us possess knowledge.” Knowledge 
puffs up, but love builds up. Anyone who claims to know something does not yet have the 
necessary knowledge; but anyone who loves God is known by him. 
 
Hence, as to the eating of food offered to idols, we know that “no idol in the world really exists,” 
and that “there is no God but one.” Indeed, even though there may be so-called gods in heaven or 
on earth—as in fact there are many gods and many lords— yet for us there is one God, the Father, 
from whom are all things and for whom we exist, and one Lord, Jesus Christ, through whom are 
all things and through whom we exist. 
 
It is not everyone, however, who has this knowledge. Since some have become so accustomed to 
idols until now, they still think of the food they eat as food offered to an idol; and their 
conscience, being weak, is defiled. “Food will not bring us close to God.” We are no worse off if 
we do not eat, and no better off if we do. But take care that this liberty of yours does not somehow 
become a stumbling block to the weak. For if others see you, who possess knowledge, eating in the 
temple of an idol, might they not, since their conscience is weak, be encouraged to the point of 
eating food sacrificed to idols? So by your knowledge those weak believers for whom Christ died 
are destroyed. But when you thus sin against members of your family, and wound their conscience 
when it is weak, you sin against Christ. Therefore, if food is a cause of their falling, I will never eat 
meat, so that I may not cause one of them to fall. 

 

Reader  The Word of the Lord. 
People  Thanks be to God. 

 
Canticle 18    A Song to the Lamb    Dignus es  
          Revelation 4:11, 5:9-10, 13 

Splendor and honor and kingly power *  
    are yours by right, O Lord our God,  
For you created everything that is, *  
    and by your will they were created and have their being; 

And yours by right, O Lamb that was slain, *  
    for with your blood you have redeemed for God,  
From every family, language, people, and nation, *  
    a kingdom of priests to serve our God.  

And so, to him who sits upon the throne, *  
    and to Christ the Lamb,  



Be worship and praise, dominion and splendor, *  
    for ever and for evermore. 

 

The Third Reading  Mark 1:21-28 
 

A Reading from the Gospel of Mark. 
 

Jesus and his disciples went to Capernaum; and when the sabbath came, he entered the synagogue 
and taught. They were astounded at his teaching, for he taught them as one having authority, and 
not as the scribes. Just then there was in their synagogue a man with an unclean spirit, and he 
cried out, “What have you to do with us, Jesus of Nazareth? Have you come to destroy us? I know 
who you are, the Holy One of God.” But Jesus rebuked him, saying, “Be silent, and come out of 
him!” And the unclean spirit, convulsing him and crying with a loud voice, came out of him. They 
were all amazed, and they kept on asking one another, “What is this? A new teaching—with 
authority! He commands even the unclean spirits, and they obey him.” At once his fame began to 
spread throughout the surrounding region of Galilee. 
 

Reader  The Word of the Lord. 
People  Thanks be to God. 
 
 
The Sermon  The Rev. Tracie Little 
 

The Apostles’ Creed 
 

Officiant and People say together,  
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
    creator of heaven and earth; 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 
    He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 
        and born of the Virgin Mary. 
    He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
        was crucified, died, and was buried. 
    He descended to the dead. 
    On the third day he rose again. 
    He ascended into heaven, 
        and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
    He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
    the holy catholic Church, 
    the communion of saints, 
    the forgiveness of sins 
    the resurrection of the body, 
    and the life everlasting. Amen. 



Song of Reflection  How Great Thou Art, DeCou 
 
 
The Prayers 
 

Officiant The Lord be with you. 
People  And also with you. 
Officiant Let us pray. 
 
 

Officiant and People,  
Our Father in heaven, 
     hallowed be your Name, 
     your kingdom come, 
     your will be done, 
         on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 
     as we forgive those 
         who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial, 
     and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, 
     and the glory are yours, 
     now and for ever. Amen. 

 
V.    Show us your mercy, O Lord;  
R.    And grant us your salvation.  
V.    Clothe your ministers with righteousness;  
R.    Let your people sing with joy.  
V.    Give peace, O Lord, in all the world;  
R.    For only in you can we live in safety. 
V.    Lord, keep this nation under your care;  
R.    And guide us in the way of justice and truth.  
V.    Let your way be known upon earth;  
R.    Your saving health among all nations.  
V.    Let not the needy, O Lord, be forgotten;  
R.    Nor the hope of the poor be taken away.  
V.    Create in us clean hearts, O God;  
R.    And sustain us with your Holy Spirit. 
 
The Collect of the Day 
 

Almighty and everlasting God, you govern all things both in heaven and on earth: Mercifully hear 
the supplications of your people, and in our time grant us your peace; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever.  Amen. 



 

O God, you make us glad with the weekly remembrance of the glorious resurrection of your Son 
our Lord: Give us this day such blessing through our worship of you, that the week to come may 
be spent in your favor; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 
The Prayers of the People 
 

We gather in your name, Jesus, because we know who you are.  You know our deepest needs and 
weaknesses, and we look to you in hope. 
Hear our prayers, Holy One of God. 
 
The world is hurting and restless for you, Lord.  The earth is stressed and cries out for protection.  
Its peoples cry out in hunger and fear.  We turn to you  in need of deliverance. 
Hear our prayers, Holy One of God. 
 
We pray for your Church as it walks your Way of Life.  May your people and their leaders know 
deeply your loving, liberating life-giving presence. 
Hear our prayers, Holy One of God. 
 
We pray for those who govern all over the world, that they may pursue justice and practice peace.  
Equip them with the courage and resources to respond to the needs of their people. 
Hear our prayers, Holy One of God. 
 
For those who have lost their freedom to addiction, for those who wrestle with worry, for those 
who struggle with mobility, communication, and relationship.  For those who are ill and facing 
surgery or treatments.  For those who will soon give birth, and those who have lost a pregnancy.  
We look to you for care of all these to give them hope through your presence. 
Hear our prayers, Holy One of God. 
We commend to you the souls of those who have died and ask you to comfort those whose hearts 
ache with grief. 
Hear our prayers, Holy One of God. 
 
 
The General Thanksgiving 
 

Almighty God, Father of all mercies, 
We your unworthy servants give you humble thanks 
For all your goodness and loving-kindness  
To us and to all whom you have made. 
We bless you for our creation, preservation, 
And all the blessings of this life; 
But above all for your immeasurable love 
In the redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ; 



For the means of grace, and for the hope of glory. 
And, we pray, give us such an awareness of your mercies, that with truly thankful hearts we may 
show forth your praise, 
Not only with our lips, but in our lives, 
By giving up our selves to your service, 
And by walking before you 
In holiness and righteousness all our days; 
Through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
To whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, 
Be honor and glory throughout all ages.  Amen. 
 
Almighty God, you have given us grace at this time with one accord to make our common 
supplication to you; and you have promised through your well-beloved Son, that when two or 
three are gathered together in his Name you will be in the midst of them:  Fulfill now, O Lord, our 
desires and petitions as may be best for us; granting us in this world knowledge of your truth, and 
in the age to come life everlasting.  Amen. 
 
 
The Blessing 
 

God, the brightness of the universe, bless us.  Jesus, the light of the world, disturb us. Holy Spirit, 
energy of the cosmos, strengthen us.  Bless us with the power to speak and live the gospel all our 
days.  Amen. 
 
 
Announcements 
 
 
Sending Out 
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