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The Gathering of the Community 
 

Lighting of the Advent Wreath _ Written by The Rev. Matthew Kozlowski 
 

All candles on the wreath are lit. 
 

“Isaiah 9:6 – For to us a child is born, to us a son is given, and the government will 
be on his shoulders. And he will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Ever-
lasting Father, Prince of Peace.”  
 

Let us pray. 
 

“O God of hope, peace, joy, and love. As Mary and Joseph welcomed you into the 
world, now help us welcome you into our lives. Give us courage to hope; strength to 
seek peace. Fill our spirits with joy; and our hearts with love. Through Jesus Christ, 
the Lord of all. Amen.”  

 

----- A Service of Lessons and Carols-----  
 

 

You can join us via Facebook Live or Zoom for this service. 
 

 

St. Jude’s Episcopal Church 
Seeking and Worshipping God, Reaching out to Others 

 

December 24, 2020   9 pm 
Christmas Eve 
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Hymn 56 _______________________________ O come, o come Emmanuel 
 

Bidding Prayer _____________________________________________  
 

Dear People of God:  In this Christmas Season, let it be our duty and delight to hear 
once more the message of the Angels, to go to Bethlehem and see the Son of God ly-
ing in a manger. 
 

Let us hear and heed in Holy Scripture the story of God’s loving purpose from the 
time of our rebellion against him until the glorious redemption brought to us by his 
holy Child Jesus, and let us make our homes glad with our carols of praise. 
 

But first, let us pray for the needs of his whole world, for peace and justice on earth, 
for the unity and mission of the Church for which he died, and especially for his 
Church in our countries and in our cities. 
 

And because he particularly loves them, let us remember in his name the poor and 
helpless, the cold, the hungry and the oppressed, the sick and those who mourn, the 
lonely and unloved, the aged and little children, as well as all those who do not know 
and love the Lord Jesus Christ. 



 

Finally, let us remember before God his pure and lowly Mother, and that whole multi-
tude which no one can number, whose hope was in the Word made flesh, and with 
whom, in Jesus, we are one for evermore. 
 

And now, to sum up all these petitions, let us pray in the words which Christ himself 
has taught us, saying: 
 

Our Father in heaven,  
     hallowed be your Name,  
     your kingdom come,  
     your will be done,  
         on earth as in heaven.  
Give us today our daily bread.  
Forgive us our sins  
     as we forgive those  
         who sin against us.  
Save us from the time of trial,  
     and deliver us from evil.  
For the kingdom, the power,  
     and the glory are yours,  
     now and for ever. Amen.  
 

The Almighty God bless us with his grace; Christ give us the joys of everlasting life; 
and unto the fellowship of the citizens above may the King of Angels bring us all.  
Amen. 



Opening Hymn 83 ___________________________ O come, all ye faithful 
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The First Reading _____________________________ Genesis 2:4-9, 15-25 
 

A Reading from the Book of Genesis. 
 

These are the generations of the heavens and the earth when they were created. 
In the day that the LORD God made the earth and the heavens, when no plant of the field 
was yet in the earth and no herb of the field had yet sprung up—for the LORD God had 
not caused it to rain upon the earth, and there was no one to till the ground; but a stream 
would rise from the earth, and water the whole face of the ground— then the LORD God 
formed man from the dust of the ground, and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life; 
and the man became a living being. And the LORD God planted a garden in Eden, in the 
east; and there he put the man whom he had formed.  Out of the ground the LORD God 
made to grow every tree that is pleasant to the sight and good for food, the tree of life also 
in the midst of the garden, and the tree of the knowledge of good and evil. 
 

The Lord God took the man and put him in the garden of Eden to till it and keep it.  
And the Lord God commanded the man, “You may freely eat of every tree of the garden; 
but of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil you shall not eat, for in the day that you 
eat of it you shall die.” 
 

Then the Lord God said, “It is not good that the man should be alone; I will make him a 
helper as his partner.”  So out of the ground the Lord God formed every animal of the 
field and every bird of the air, and brought them to the man to see what he would call 
them; and whatever the man called every living creature, that was its name.  The man gave 
names to all cattle, and to the birds of the air, and to every animal of the field; but for the 
man there was not found a helper as his partner.  So the Lord God caused a deep sleep to 
fall upon the man, and he slept; then he took one of his ribs and closed up its place with 
flesh.  And the rib that the Lord God had taken from the man he made into a woman 
and brought her to the man.  Then the man said, 
 

“This at last is bone of my bones 
    and flesh of my flesh; 
this one shall be called Woman, 
    for out of Man this one was taken.” 

 

Therefore a man leaves his father and his mother and clings to his wife, and they become 
one flesh.  And the man and his wife were both naked, and were not ashamed. 
 

Prayer ____________________________________________________  
Let us pray. 
 Creating God, you call us to live in harmony with nature, with one another, and 
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with you.  Now fix our eyes upon the one in whom your purpose for our world has 
been revealed, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 
Spirit, for ever and ever.   Amen. 

Hymn 8 _____________________________________ Morning has broken 
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The Second Reading ______________________________ Genesis 3:1-15 
 

A Reading from the Book of Genesis. 
 

Now the serpent was more crafty than any other wild animal that the Lord God had 
made. He said to the woman, “Did God say, ‘You shall not eat from any tree in the gar-
den’?”  The woman said to the serpent, “We may eat of the fruit of the trees in the gar-
den; but God said, ‘You shall not eat of the fruit of the tree that is in the middle of the 
garden, nor shall you touch it, or you shall die.’”  But the serpent said to the woman, 
“You will not die; for God knows that when you eat of it your eyes will be opened, and 
you will be like God, knowing good and evil.”  So when the woman saw that the tree was 
good for food, and that it was a delight to the eyes, and that the tree was to be desired to 
make one wise, she took of its fruit and ate; and she also gave some to her husband, who 
was with her, and he ate.  Then the eyes of both were opened, and they knew that they 
were naked; and they sewed fig leaves together and made loincloths for themselves. 
 

They heard the sound of the Lord God walking in the garden at the time of the evening 
breeze, and the man and his wife hid themselves from the presence of the Lord God 
among the trees of the garden.  But the Lord God called to the man, and said to him, 
“Where are you?”  He said, “I heard the sound of you in the garden, and I was afraid, be-
cause I was naked; and I hid myself.”  He said, “Who told you that you were naked? Have 
you eaten from the tree of which I commanded you not to eat?”  The man said, “The 
woman whom you gave to be with me, she gave me fruit from the tree, and I ate.”  Then 
the Lord God said to the woman, “What is this that you have done?” The woman said, 
“The serpent tricked me, and I ate.”  The Lord God said to the serpent, 
 

“Because you have done this, 
    cursed are you among all animals 
    and among all wild creatures; 
upon your belly you shall go, 
    and dust you shall eat 
    all the days of your life. 
I will put enmity between you and the woman, 
    and between your offspring and hers; 
he will strike your head, 
    and you will strike his heel.” 
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Prayer _____________________________________________________  
Let us pray. 
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets 
are hidden.  Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts  by the inspiration of your Holy Spir-
it, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy name; through 
Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

 

Hymn 54 ________________________________ Savior of the nations, come! 

The Third Reading _________________________________ Isaiah 40:1-11 
 

A Reading from the Book of Isiah. 
 

Comfort, O comfort my people, 
    says your God. 
Speak tenderly to Jerusalem, 
    and cry to her 
that she has served her term, 
    that her penalty is paid, 
that she has received from the Lord’s hand 
    double for all her sins. 
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A voice cries out: 
“In the wilderness prepare the way of the Lord, 
    make straight in the desert a highway for our God. 
Every valley shall be lifted up, 
    and every mountain and hill be made low; 
the uneven ground shall become level, 
    and the rough places a plain. 
Then the glory of the Lord shall be revealed, 
    and all people shall see it together, 
    for the mouth of the Lord has spoken.” 
 

A voice says, “Cry out!” 
    And I said, “What shall I cry?” 
All people are grass, 
    their constancy is like the flower of the field. 
The grass withers, the flower fades, 
    when the breath of the Lord blows upon it; 
    surely the people are grass. 
The grass withers, the flower fades; 
    but the word of our God will stand forever. 
Get you up to a high mountain, 
    O Zion, herald of good tidings; 
lift up your voice with strength, 
    O Jerusalem, herald of good tidings, 
    lift it up, do not fear; 
say to the cities of Judah, 
    “Here is your God!” 
See, the Lord God comes with might, 
    and his arm rules for him; 
his reward is with him, 
    and his recompense before him. 
He will feed his flock like a shepherd; 
    he will gather the lambs in his arms, 

and carry them in his bosom, 
    and gently lead the mother sheep. 
 

Prayer ____________________________________________________  
Let us pray. 
God of freedom, give the strength of hope to those who suffer oppression in body, 
mind, or human dignity.  Let them hear the vanguard of your coming grace, and give 
them the wholeness you intend for all your children.  Amen. 
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Hymn 67 _____________________________ Comfort, comfort ye my people 

The Fourth Reading ________________________________ Isaiah 7:10-15 

A reading from the Book of Isaiah. 
 

Again the Lord spoke to Ahaz, saying, Ask a sign of the Lord your God; let it be deep as 
Sheol or high as heaven. But Ahaz said, I will not ask, and I will not put the Lord to the 
test. Then Isaiah said: ‘Hear then, O house of David! Is it too little for you to weary mor-
tals, that you weary my God also? Therefore, the Lord himself will give you a sign. Look, 
the young woman is with child and shall bear a son, and shall name him Immanuel. He 
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shall eat curds and honey by the time he knows how to refuse the evil and choose the 
good. 

 

Prayer ____________________________________________________  
Let us pray. 
God of hope, look upon those who live with despair as their companion.  Give them 
signs of your healing presence and of your eternal purpose of salvation.  We ask this 
in the name of Jesus Christ the Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 
Spirit, now and for ever.  Amen. 

 

Hymn WLP 724  ________________________________ People, look East 
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The Fifth Reading __________________________________ Luke 1:26-38 
 

A Reading from the Gospel of Luke. 
 

In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee called Naza-
reth, to a virgin engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David. The 
virgin’s name was Mary.  And he came to her and said, “Greetings, favored one! The Lord 
is with you.”  But she was much perplexed by his words and pondered what sort of greet-
ing this might be.  The angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found fa-
vor with God.  And now, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you will 
name him Jesus.  He will be great, and will be called the Son of the Most High, and the 
Lord God will give to him the throne of his ancestor David.  He will reign over the house 
of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there will be no end.”  Mary said to the angel, “How 
can this be, since I am a virgin?”  The angel said to her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon 
you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you; therefore the child to be born 
will be holy; he will be called Son of God.  And now, your relative Elizabeth in her old 
age has also conceived a son; and this is the sixth month for her who was said to be bar-
ren.  For nothing will be impossible with God.”  Then Mary said, “Here am I, the servant 
of the Lord; let it be with me according to your word.” Then the angel departed from her. 
 

Prayer _____________________________________________________  
Let us pray. 
Pour your grace into our hearts, O Lord, that we who have known the incarnation of 
your Son Jesus Christ, announced by an angel to the Virgin Mary, may by his cross 
and passion be brought to the glory of his resurrection; who lives and reigns with you, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.  Amen. 
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Hymn 265 ________________________ The angel Gabriel from heaven came 



14 

 

The Sixth Reading __________________________________ Luke 2:1-20 
 

A Reading from the Gospel of Luke. 
 

In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should be reg-
istered. This was the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was governor of Syr-
ia. All went to their own towns to be registered. Joseph also went from the town of Naza-
reth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem, because he was descended 
from the house and family of David. He went to be registered with Mary, to whom he was 
engaged and who was expecting a child. While they were there, the time came for her to 
deliver her child. And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of 
cloth, and laid him in a manger, because there was no place for them in the inn. 
 

In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their flock by 
night. Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone 
around them, and they were terrified. But the angel said to them, ‘Do not be afraid; for 
see—I am bringing you good news of great joy for all the people: to you is born this day in 
the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord. This will be a sign for you: you 
will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger.’ And suddenly there 
was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and saying, 

 

‘Glory to God in the highest heaven, 
   and on earth peace among those whom he favors!’ 

 

When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, 
‘Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which the Lord has 
made known to us.’ So they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the child 
lying in the manger. When they saw this, they made known what had been told them 
about this child; and all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds told them. But 
Mary treasured all these words and pondered them in her heart. The shepherds returned, 
glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it had been told them. 
 

Prayer _____________________________________________________  
Let us pray. 
O God our Father, whose Word has come among us in the Holy Child of Bethle-
hem, may the light of faith illumine our hearts and shine in our words and deeds; 
through him who is Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and for ever.  Amen. 
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Hymn 111 _________________________________________ Silent Night 
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Reflection _________________________________________________  
 

The Seventh Reading ________________________________ John 1:1-18 
 

A Reading from the Gospel of John. 
 

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was 
God. He was in the beginning with God. All things came into being through him, and 
without him not one thing came into being. What has come into being in him was 
life, and the life was the light of all people. The light shines in the darkness, and the dark-
ness did not overcome it. 
 

There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. He came as a witness to testify to 
the light, so that all might believe through him. He himself was not the light, but he came 
to testify to the light. The true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the 
world. 
 

He was in the world, and the world came into being through him; yet the world did not 
know him. He came to what was his own, and his own people did not accept him. But to 
all who received him, who believed in his name, he gave power to become children of 
God, who were born, not of blood or of the will of the flesh or of the will of man, but of 
God. 
 

And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the glory as 
of a father’s only son, full of grace and truth. (John testified to him and cried out, ‘This 
was he of whom I said, “He who comes after me ranks ahead of me because he was before 
me.” ’) From his fullness we have all received, grace upon grace. The law indeed was given 
through Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus Christ. No one has ever seen God. It 
is God the only Son, who is close to the Father’s heart, who has made him known. 
 

Prayer _____________________________________________________  
Let us pray. 
O God of unchangeable power and eternal light, look favorably on your whole 
Church, that wonderful and sacred mystery.  By the effectual working of your provi-
dence, carry out in tranquility the plan of salvation.  Let the whole world see and 
know that things which were cast down are being raised up, and things which had 
grown old are being made new, and that all things are being brought to their perfec-
tion by him through whom all things were made, your Son Jesus Christ our Lord; 
who lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and 
ever.  Amen. 
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Hymn 87 ______________________________ Hark! the Herald Angels Sing 
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Prayers of the People __________________________________________  

Intercessor The response to each of these petitions is, “Hear us and help us!” 
 

 God of the prophets, give your church courage to speak truth, and 
to tell of your love.  God of the prophets, 

People Hear us and help us! 
  

Intercessor God of the angels, give your church voice to sing your presence 
into the world.  Give the world a freedom song, and help us to 
speak peace throughout the earth.  God of the angels, 

People Hear us and help us! 
  

Intercessor God of Mary and Elizabeth give your church grace to be pregnant 
with hope and to bring forth new life for a barren world.  God of 
our mothers, 

People Hear us and help us! 
  

Intercessor God of Zechariah and Joseph, give your church dreams and vi-
sions, and the courage to follow them.  God of our fathers, 

People Hear us and help us! 
  

Intercessor God of the shepherds, give your church humility, and to all who sit 
in darkness, alone and afraid, a light from heaven proclaiming 
peace.  God of the shepherds, 

People Hear us and help us! 
  

Intercessor God of the magi, give your church gifts, and the will to leave home 
to find you among the poor.  God of the magi, 

People Hear us and help us! 
  

Intercessor God of the Holy Innocents, give your church power to stand 
against violence and to protect the powerless.  God of the victim, 

People Hear us and help us! 
  

Priest Eternal Wisdom, creating, ordering, and saving, we give you thanks 
that we have seen you in the selfless love of Jesus Christ.  Now 
reign within our minds and hearts, and mobilize our will, that by 
your power and through our hands this world may be re-made to 
be the garden and the city of your glory.  We ask this in the name 
of Jesus Christ.  

All  Amen. 
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The Sending Out 
Closing Hymn 100 _________________________________ Joy to the World 
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Worship: Daily at 8 am via Facebook Live 
FB: St. Jude’s Episcopal Church 

 
810.629.5681   stjudeschurchfenton106@gmail.com 

106 E. Elizabeth St., Fenton, MI 48430 stjudesfenton.com 

 

 St. Jude’s Staff 
 

 Rector: The Rev. Tracie Little 
 Cell: (810) 300-9177 Email: TracieLLittle@gmail.com 
 

 Director of Children,  
 Youth & Family Ministries: Kris Forsyth 
 Email: ForsythKris@gmail.com 
 

 Music Director: Marlene Weston 
 Email: MarWest@charter.net 
 

 Administrative Assistant: Liz Sauvie 
 Email: StJudesChurchFenton106@gmail.com 
 

 Sextons: Steve & Laura Koch 

Christmas Blessing ___________________________________________  
May God, who sent his angels to proclaim the glad news of the Savior’s birth, fill you 
with joy, and make you heralds of the Gospel; and the blessing of God almighty,  
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, be with you now and remain with you always.  Amen. 


