
St. Jude’s Episcopal Church 
Seeking and Worshipping God, Reaching out to Others 

  

December 27, 2020  First Sunday after Christmas 
8:00 am Morning Prayer 

 
 
Opening Hymn  God Rest Ye Merry, Gentlemen 
 
God rest you merry, gentlemen, let nothing you dismay; 
Remember Christ our Savior was born on Christmas Day, 
To save us all from Satan’s power when we were gone astray. 
O tidings of comfort and joy, comfort and joy; 
O tidings of comfort and joy! 
 
From God our heavenly Father, a blessed angel came 
And unto certain shepherds brought tidings of the same: 
Bow that in Bethlehem was born the Son of God by name. 
O tidings of comfort and joy, comfort and joy; 
O tidings of comfort and joy. 
 
Opening Sentence 
 

Behold, the dwelling of God is with humankind.  God will dwell with them, and they shall be 
God’s people and God will be with them, and be their God.    
Revelation 21:3 
 
Confession of Sin 
 

The Officiant says to the people, 
Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 
 

Silence may be kept. 
 

Officiant and People together, 
Most merciful God, 
we confess that we have sinned against you 
in thought, word, and deed, 
by what we have done, 
and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 



For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us and forgive us; 
that we may delight in your will, 
and walk in your ways, 
to the glory of your Name. Amen. 
 
The Priest says, 
Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen. 
 
 
The Invitatory and Psalter 
 

Officiant Lord, open our lips 
People  And our mouth shall proclaim your praise. 
 

Officiant and People,  
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: as 
it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.  Alleluia. 
 

Alleluia.  To us a child is born:  Come let us adore him.  Alleluia.. 

Jubilate      Psalm 100 

Be joyful in the Lord, all you lands; *  
    serve the Lord with gladness  
    and come before his presence with a song. 

Know this: The Lord himself is God; *  
    he himself has made us, and we are his;  
    we are his people and the sheep of his pasture. 

Enter his gates with thanksgiving;  
go into his courts with praise; *  
    give thanks to him and call upon his Name.  

For the Lord is good;  
his mercy is everlasting; *  
    and his faithfulness endures from age to age. 

The Psalm Psalm 147:13 - 21 

13 Worship the Lord, O Jerusalem; * 
praise your God, O Zion; 

14 For he has strengthened the bars of your gates; * 
he has blessed your children within you. 



15 He has established peace on your borders; * 
he satisfies you with the finest wheat. 

16 He sends out his command to the earth, * 
and his word runs very swiftly. 

17 He gives snow like wool; * 
he scatters hoarfrost like ashes. 

18 He scatters his hail like bread crumbs; * 
who can stand against his cold? 

19 He sends forth his word and melts them; * 
he blows with his wind, and the waters flow. 

20 He declares his word to Jacob, * 
his statutes and his judgments to Israel. 

21 He has not done so to any other nation; * 
to them he has not revealed his judgments. 
Hallelujah! 

 
The Lessons 
 
The First Reading.   Isaiah 61:10 – 62:3 
 

A Reading from the Book of Isaiah 
 

I will greatly rejoice in the Lord, 
my whole being shall exult in my God;  

for he has clothed me with the garments of salvation, 
he has covered me with the robe of righteousness,  

as a bridegroom decks himself with a garland, 
and as a bride adorns herself with her jewels. 

For as the earth brings forth its shoots, 
and as a garden causes what is sown in it to spring up, 

so the Lord God will cause righteousness and praise 
to spring up before all the nations.  

For Zion's sake I will not keep silent, 
and for Jerusalem's sake I will not rest,  

until her vindication shines out like the dawn, 
and her salvation like a burning torch.  

The nations shall see your vindication, 
and all the kings your glory;  

and you shall be called by a new name 
that the mouth of the Lord will give.  

You shall be a crown of beauty in the hand of the Lord, 
and a royal diadem in the hand of your God. 

 
 



Reader  The Word of the Lord. 
People  Thanks be to God. 
 

Canticle 13    A Song of Praise    Benedictus es, Domine  
          Song of the Three Young Men, 29-34 

Glory to you, Lord God of our fathers; *  
    you are worthy of praise; glory to you.  
Glory to you for the radiance of your holy Name; *  
    we will praise you and highly exalt you for ever. 

Glory to you in the splendor of your temple; *  
    on the throne of your majesty, glory to you.  
Glory to you, seated between the Cherubim; *  
    we will praise you and highly exalt you for ever. 

Glory to you, beholding the depths; *  
    in the high vault of heaven, glory to you.  
Glory to you, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit; *  
    we will praise you and highly exalt you for ever. 

 
The Second Reading  Galatians 3:23 – 25; 4:4 – 7 
 

A Reading from the Letter to the Galatians.  
 

Now before faith came, we were imprisoned and guarded under the law until faith would be 
revealed. Therefore the law was our disciplinarian until Christ came, so that we might be 
justified by faith. But now that faith has come, we are no longer subject to a disciplinarian. 

But when the fullness of time had come, God sent his Son, born of a woman, born under the 
law, in order to redeem those who were under the law, so that we might receive adoption as 
children. And because you are children, God has sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, 
crying, "Abba! Father!" So you are no longer a slave but a child, and if a child then also an 
heir, through God. 

 

Reader  The Word of the Lord. 
People  Thanks be to God. 

 
Canticle 21  You are God 
 

You are God: we praise you; 
You are the Lord; we acclaim you; 



You are the eternal Father: 
All creation worships you. 
To you all angels, all the powers of heaven, 
Cherubim and Seraphim, sing in endless praise: 
    Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 
    heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
The glorious company of apostles praise you. 
The noble fellowship of prophets praise you. 
The white-robed army of martyrs praise you. 
Throughout the world the holy Church acclaims you; 
    Father, of majesty unbounded, 
    your true and only Son, worthy of all worship, 
    and the Holy Spirit, advocate and guide. 

You, Christ, are the king of glory, 
the eternal Son of the Father. 
When you became man to set us free 
you did not shun the Virgin's womb. 
You overcame the sting of death 
and opened the kingdom of heaven to all believers. 
You are seated at God's right hand in glory. 
We believe that you will come and be our judge. 
    Come then, Lord, and help your people, 
    bought with the price of your own blood, 
    and bring us with your saints 
    to glory everlasting. 
 
The Third Reading  John 1:1 - 18 
 
A Reading from the Gospel of John. 
 

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He 
was in the beginning with God. All things came into being through him, and without him 
not one thing came into being. What has come into being in him was life, and the life was 
the light of all people. The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome 
it. 

There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. He came as a witness to testify to 
the light, so that all might believe through him. He himself was not the light, but he came to 
testify to the light. The true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world. 

He was in the world, and the world came into being through him; yet the world did not 
know him. He came to what was his own, and his own people did not accept him. But to all 
who received him, who believed in his name, he gave power to become children of God, 
who were born, not of blood or of the will of the flesh or of the will of man, but of God. 



And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the glory as of 
a father's only son, full of grace and truth. (John testified to him and cried out, "This was he 
of whom I said, 'He who comes after me ranks ahead of me because he was before me.'") 
From his fullness we have all received, grace upon grace. The law indeed was given 
through Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus Christ. No one has ever seen God. It is 
God the only Son, who is close to the Father's heart, who has made him known. 

 

Reader  The Word of the Lord. 
People  Thanks be to God. 
 
 
The Sermon  The Rev. Tracie Little 
 
Hymn of Reflection  What Child is This 
 
What child is this, who, laid to rest, 
On Mary’s lap is sleeping? 
Whom angels greet with anthems sweet, 
While shepherds watch are keeping? 
This, this is Christ the King, 
Whom shepherds guard and angels sing; 
Haste, haste to bring him laud, 
The babe, the son of Mary. 
 
So bring him incense, gold, and myrrh, 
Come, peasant king, to own him; 
The King of kings salvation brings, 
Let loving hearts enthrone him. 
This, this is Christ the King, 
Whom shepherds guard and angels sing; 
Haste, haste to bring him laud,  
The babe, the son of Mary. 
 
The Apostles’ Creed 
Officiant and People together,  
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
    creator of heaven and earth; 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 
    He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 
        and born of the Virgin Mary. 
    He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
        was crucified, died, and was buried. 
    He descended to the dead. 
    On the third day he rose again. 



    He ascended into heaven, 
        and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
    He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
    the holy catholic Church, 
    the communion of saints, 
    the forgiveness of sins 
    the resurrection of the body, 
    and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
The Prayers 
 

Officiant The Lord be with you. 
People  And also with you. 
Officiant Let us pray. 
 

Officiant and People,  
Our Father in heaven, 
     hallowed be your Name, 
     your kingdom come, 
     your will be done, 
         on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 
     as we forgive those 
         who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial, 
     and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, 
     and the glory are yours, 
     now and for ever. Amen. 

V.    Show us your mercy, O Lord;  
R.    And grant us your salvation.  
V.    Clothe your ministers with righteousness;  
R.    Let your people sing with joy.  
V.    Give peace, O Lord, in all the world;  
R.    For only in you can we live in safety. 

V.    Lord, keep this nation under your care;  
R.    And guide us in the way of justice and truth.  
V.    Let your way be known upon earth;  
R.    Your saving health among all nations.  
V.    Let not the needy, O Lord, be forgotten;  
R.    Nor the hope of the poor be taken away.  



V.    Create in us clean hearts, O God;  
R.    And sustain us with your Holy Spirit. 

The Collect of the Day 
 

Almighty God, you have poured upon us the new light of your incarnate Word: Grant that this 
light, enkindled in our hearts, may shine forth in our lives; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who 
lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 
 
Heavenly Father, in you we live and move and have our  
being: We humbly pray you so to guide and govern us by  
your Holy Spirit, that in all the cares and occupations of our  
life we may not forget you, but may remember that we are  
ever walking in your sight; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  
Amen. 
 
The Prayers of the People 
 

Thank you, Christ Jesus, for coming among us, for gracing us with your love and teaching us who 
you are.  As your name echoes through the ages, we offer our prayers as we say, we lift up our 
hands in praise. 
 
Bless the people who bear your name.  Give the bishops, priests and deacons wisdom and courage 
to lead your people in your name.  As your name echoes through the ages,  
We lift up our hands in praise. 
 
Open the eyes and hearts of the leaders of the nations to the needs of their people, to their desire 
for peace and justice.  Empower us to work with our leaders to see that each person whom you 
have created, whom you love, for whom you died, will be treated with dignity.  As your name 
echoes through the ages, 
We lift up our hands in praise. 
 
Master Healer, release from pain those who suffer, restore them to wholeness and strength.  Move 
us who bear your name to respond to their need with compassion and mercy.  As your name 
echoes through the ages, 
We lift up our hands in praise. 
 
Risen Lord, receive into your arms those who have died, especially Tom Hand, father of Kathy 
Holsinger and Larry White, father of Dan White, and comfort those who grieve their loss.  We 
rejoice that they now know the fullness of joy with you and all your saints.  Grant that we may 
always honor your presence and exalt your name with our lips and in our lives.  As your name 
echoes through the ages, 
We lift up our hands in praise. 
 
 



The General Thanksgiving 
 

Almighty God, Father of all mercies, 
We your unworthy servants give you humble thanks 
For all your goodness and loving-kindness  
To us and to all whom you have made. 
We bless you for our creation, preservation, 
And all the blessings of this life; 
But above all for your immeasurable love 
In the redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ; 
For the means of grace, and for the hope of glory. 
And, we pray, give us such an awareness of your mercies, that with truly thankful hearts we may 
show forth your praise, 
Not only with our lips, but in our lives, 
By giving up our selves to your service, 
And by walking before you 
In holiness and righteousness all our days; 
Through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
To whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, 
Be honor and glory throughout all ages.  Amen. 
 
Almighty God, you have given us grace at this time with one accord to make our common 
supplication to you; and you have promised through your well-beloved Son, that when two or 
three are gathered together in his Name you will be in the midst of them:  Fulfill now, O Lord, our 
desires and petitions as may be best for us; granting us in this world knowledge of your truth, and 
in the age to come life everlasting.  Amen. 
 
The Blessing 
 
May God, who sent his angels to proclaim the glad news of the Savior’s birth, fill you with joy, and 
make you heralds of the gospel.  And the blessing of God Almighty, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, 
be with you now and remain with you always.  Amen. 
 
Sending Out Hymn  Angels We Have Heard on High 
 
Angels we have heard on high, singing sweetly through the night, 
And the mountain in replay echoing their brave delight. 
Gloria in excelsis Deo, 
Gloria in excelsis Deo. 
 
Come to Bethlehem and see him whose birth the angels sing; 
Come, adore on bended knee Christ, the Lord, the newborn King. 
Gloria in excelsis Deo, 
Gloria in excelsis Deo. 



Announcements 
 
Sending Out 
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