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Advent Wreath 
 

The candle is lit and Officiant says, 
I light this candle to remind us that we must prepare our hearts for the coming of the Christ 
Child. 
 

Let us pray. 
 

Almighty God, give us grace to chase away the works of darkness and put on the armor of light, 
now in the time of this mortal life in which your son, Jesus Christ, came to visit us in great 
humility; that in the last day, when he shall come again in his glorious majesty to judge both the 
living and the dead, we may rise to the life immortal; through him who lives and reigns with you 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen. 
 

 
 
Opening Sentence 
 

In the wilderness prepare the way of the Lord, make straight in the desert a highway for our God.    
Isaiah 40:3 



 
 

Confession of Sin 
 

The Officiant says to the people, 
Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 
 

Silence may be kept. 
 

Officiant and People together, 
Most merciful God, 
we confess that we have sinned against you 
in thought, word, and deed, 
by what we have done, 
and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us and forgive us; 
that we may delight in your will, 
and walk in your ways, 
to the glory of your Name. Amen. 
 
The Priest says, 
Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen. 
 

 
The Invitatory and Psalter 
 

Officiant Lord, open our lips 
People  And our mouth shall proclaim your praise. 
 

Officiant and People,  
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: as 
it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.  Alleluia. 
 

Our King and Savior now draws near: Come, let us adore him. 

Jubilate      Psalm 100 
 

Be joyful in the Lord, all you lands; * 
    serve the Lord with gladness 
    and come before his presence with a song. 
 

Know this: The Lord himself is God; * 
    he himself has made us, and we are his; 
    we are his people and the sheep of his pasture. 
 



Enter his gates with thanksgiving; 
go into his courts with praise; * 
    give thanks to him and call upon his Name. 
 

For the Lord is good; 
his mercy is everlasting; * 
    and his faithfulness endures from age to age. 
 
 
The Psalm Psalm 80:1-7, 16-18 
 

1 Hear, O Shepherd of Israel, leading Joseph like a flock; * 
shine forth, you that are enthroned upon the cherubim. 

 

2 In the presence of Ephraim, Benjamin, and Manasseh, * 
stir up your strength and come to help us. 

 

3 Restore us, O God of hosts; * 
show the light of your countenance, and we shall be saved. 

 

4 O Lord God of hosts, * 
how long will you be angered 
despite the prayers of your people? 

 

5 You have fed them with the bread of tears; * 
you have given them bowls of tears to drink. 

 

6 You have made us the derision of our neighbors, * 
and our enemies laugh us to scorn. 

 

7 Restore us, O God of hosts; * 
show the light of your countenance, and we shall be saved. 

 

16 Let your hand be upon the man of your right hand, * 
the son of man you have made so strong for yourself. 

 

17 And so will we never turn away from you; * 
give us life, that we may call upon your Name. 

 

18 Restore us, O Lord God of hosts; * 
show the light of your countenance, and we shall be saved. 

 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: * 
    as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 

 
The Lessons 
 
The First Reading 
 

A Reading from Isaiah. 
 



O that you would tear open the heavens and come down, 
so that the mountains would quake at your presence-- 

 

as when fire kindles brushwood 
and the fire causes water to boil-- 

 

to make your name known to your adversaries, 
so that the nations might tremble at your presence! 

 

When you did awesome deeds that we did not expect, 
you came down, the mountains quaked at your presence. 

 

From ages past no one has heard, 
no ear has perceived, 

 

no eye has seen any God besides you, 
who works for those who wait for him. 

 

You meet those who gladly do right, 
those who remember you in your ways. 

 

But you were angry, and we sinned; 
because you hid yourself we transgressed. 

 

We have all become like one who is unclean, 
and all our righteous deeds are like a filthy cloth. 

 

We all fade like a leaf, 
and our iniquities, like the wind, take us away. 

 

There is no one who calls on your name, 
or attempts to take hold of you; 

 

for you have hidden your face from us, 
and have delivered us into the hand of our iniquity. 

 

Yet, O Lord, you are our Father; 
we are the clay, and you are our potter; 
we are all the work of your hand. 

 

Do not be exceedingly angry, O Lord, 
and do not remember iniquity forever. 
Now consider, we are all your people. 
 

Reader  The Word of the Lord. 
People  Thanks be to God. 

 

A Song of Praise 
 

Glory to you, Lord God of our fathers; * 
    you are worthy of praise; glory to you. 
Glory to you for the radiance of your holy Name; * 



    we will praise you and highly exalt you for ever. 
 

Glory to you in the splendor of your temple; * 
    on the throne of your majesty, glory to you. 
Glory to you, seated between the Cherubim; * 
    we will praise you and highly exalt you for ever. 
 

Glory to you, beholding the depths; * 
    in the high vault of heaven, glory to you. 
Glory to you, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit; * 
    we will praise you and highly exalt you for ever. 

 
The Second Reading 
 

A Reading from 1 Corinthians. 
 

Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 
 

I give thanks to my God always for you because of the grace of God that has been given you in 
Christ Jesus, for in every way you have been enriched in him, in speech and knowledge of every 
kind-- just as the testimony of Christ has been strengthened among you-- so that you are not 
lacking in any spiritual gift as you wait for the revealing of our Lord Jesus Christ. He will also 
strengthen you to the end, so that you may be blameless on the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. God 
is faithful; by him you were called into the fellowship of his Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 

Reader  The Word of the Lord. 
People  Thanks be to God. 
 
 

The Song of the Redeemed 
 

O ruler of the universe, Lord God, 
great deeds are they that you have done, * 
    surpassing human understanding. 
Your ways are ways of righteousness and truth, * 
O King of all the ages. 
 

Who can fail to do you homage, Lord, 
and sing the praises of your Name? * 
    for you only are the Holy One. 
All nations will draw near and fall down before you, * 
    because your just and holy works have been revealed. 
 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: * 
    as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 
 

 



The Third Reading 
 

A Reading from the Gospel of Mark. 
 

Jesus said, “In those days, after that suffering, 
 

the sun will be darkened, 
and the moon will not give its light, 

 

and the stars will be falling from heaven, 
and the powers in the heavens will be shaken. 

  

Then they will see ‘the Son of Man coming in clouds’ with great power and glory. Then he will 
send out the angels, and gather his elect from the four winds, from the ends of the earth to the 
ends of heaven. 
 

“From the fig tree learn its lesson: as soon as its branch becomes tender and puts forth its leaves, 
you know that summer is near. So also, when you see these things taking place, you know that he 
is near, at the very gates. Truly I tell you, this generation will not pass away until all these things 
have taken place. Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will not pass away. 
 

“But about that day or hour no one knows, neither the angels in heaven, nor the Son, but only the 
Father. Beware, keep alert; for you do not know when the time will come. It is like a man going on 
a journey, when he leaves home and puts his slaves in charge, each with his work, and commands 
the doorkeeper to be on the watch. Therefore, keep awake—for you do not know when the master 
of the house will come, in the evening, or at midnight, or at cockcrow, or at dawn, or else he may 
find you asleep when he comes suddenly. And what I say to you I say to all: Keep awake.” 
 

Reader  The Word of the Lord. 
People  Thanks be to God. 
 
 
The Sermon  The Rev. Tracie Little 

 



 
 
The Apostles’ Creed 
Officiant and People together,  
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
    creator of heaven and earth; 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 
    He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 
        and born of the Virgin Mary. 
    He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
        was crucified, died, and was buried. 
    He descended to the dead. 
    On the third day he rose again. 
    He ascended into heaven, 
        and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
    He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
    the holy catholic Church, 
    the communion of saints, 
    the forgiveness of sins 
    the resurrection of the body, 
    and the life everlasting. Amen. 



The Prayers 
 

Officiant The Lord be with you. 
People  And also with you. 
Officiant Let us pray. 
 

Officiant and People,  
Our Father in heaven, 
     hallowed be your Name, 
     your kingdom come, 
     your will be done, 
         on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 
     as we forgive those 
         who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial, 
     and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, 
     and the glory are yours, 
     now and for ever. Amen. 
 
V.    Show us your mercy, O Lord; 
R.    And grant us your salvation. 
V.    Clothe your ministers with righteousness; 
R.    Let your people sing with joy. 
V.    Give peace, O Lord, in all the world; 
R.    For only in you can we live in safety.  
V.    Lord, keep this nation under your care; 
R.    And guide us in the way of justice and truth. 
V.    Let your way be known upon earth; 
R.    Your saving health among all nations. 
V.    Let not the needy, O Lord, be forgotten; 
R.    Nor the hope of the poor be taken away. 
V.    Create in us clean hearts, O God; 
R.    And sustain us with your Holy Spirit. 
 

The Collect of the Day 
 

Almighty God, give us grace to cast away the works of darkness, and put on the armor of light, 
now in the time of this mortal life in which your Son Jesus Christ came to visit us in great 
humility; that in the last day, when he shall come again in his glorious majesty to judge both the 
living and the dead, we may rise to the life immortal; through him who lives and reigns with you 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.  Amen. 
 



O God, the King eternal, whose light divides the day from the night and turns the shadow of 
death into the morning:  Drive far from us all wrong desires, incline our hearts to keep your law, 
and guide our feet into the way of peace; that, having done your will with cheerfulness during the 
day, we may, when night comes, rejoice to give you thanks; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
 
 
The Prayers of the People 
 

Creator of the stars in the sky, the sun, and the moon, 
You are the light by which we wake and work. 
Illumine our darkness, and keep us alert. 
 

Surround your church, her leaders, and people, with your armor of light.  We pray especially for 
Michael, our presiding bishop; and Tracie, our priest.  Strengthen them as they reach out to you in 
prayer and hope.  Open their hearts to your will. 
Illumine our darkness, and keep us alert. 
 

We pray for our leaders: our president; our governor; and the Congress and courts of this land.  
Savoir of the nations, guide those who govern, and awaken those they lead, that we may all live in 
the spirit of cooperation and share so that all have enough: food, care, and peace.  
Illumine our darkness, and keep us alert. 
 

For people across the world whose spirits bend under the yoke of oppression and struggle, give the 
people of this community a sense of togetherness and support.  Open our eyes to those who fall by 
the wayside and whose faces and needs remain invisible. 
Illumine our darkness, and keep us alert. 
 

Love of our souls, you continue to mold us in your image and hold us in your hands.  We ask your 
blessing on those who struggle with illness, anxiety, grief, or isolation.  Today we pray for.... 
Illumine our darkness, and keep us alert. 
 

Father of us all, we pray for those who have recently returned to your embrace and those who are 
broken with grief. 
Illumine our darkness, and keep us alert. 
 

The Priest adds a concluding collect. 
 
 
The General Thanksgiving 
 

Almighty God, Father of all mercies, 
We your unworthy servants give you humble thanks 
For all your goodness and loving-kindness  
To us and to all whom you have made. 
We bless you for our creation, preservation, 
And all the blessings of this life; 
But above all for your immeasurable love 
In the redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ; 
For the means of grace, and for the hope of glory. 



And, we pray, give us such an awareness of your mercies, that with truly thankful hearts we may 
show forth your praise, 
Not only with our lives, but in our lives, 
By giving up our selves to your service, 
And by walking before you 
In holiness and righteousness all our days; 
Through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
To whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, 
Be honor and glory throughout all ages.  Amen. 
 
Almighty God, you have given us grace at this time with one accord to make our common 
supplication to you; and you have promised through your well-beloved Son, that when two or 
three are gathered together in his Name you will be in the midst of them:  Fulfill now, O Lord, our 
desires and petitions as may be best for us; granting us in this world knowledge of your truth, and 
in the age to come life everlasting.  Amen. 
 
 
The Blessing 
 
 
 
Announcements 
 
 
 
Sending Out 
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