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Lent is a wonderful time for
reflection. Most of the time that
reflection is geared to individuals. Our
Ash Wednesday readings show that
Lent is also a time for communities
to reflect on their lives together as
communities of faith. These readings
are written to communities and
they provide a wonderful way for
individuals to begin a time of selfreflection and repentance.
The Judean people are living in
conflict. Those who had been exiled
in Babylon, have now returned to
Jerusalem and have rejoined those
who never left. Together, they are
now under a new rule. The Persian
Empire is running things now.
Now, you might think that this
wonderful reunion would all go
smoothly and everything would
return to the way things used to be
before the Babylonians had invaded.
Not so much. Modern Biblical
experts believe that this portion of
Isaiah was written after the return
of the exiles and was written to a
community in conflict.
Makes sense when you think
about it. Here they all are. Together,
trying to figure out what’s next. The
rebuilding of Jerusalem is about to
begin. Where are they to start? What
is the status of the Jewish temple

now? Remember, it’s been destroyed
by the Babylonians. Should they
rebuild? What are their priorities
in the midst of this new start? And,
most importantly, where is God in
the midst of this process?
The people, it seems, were still
worshipping, but the things that they
were saying they believed in worship,
were not reflected in their common
life together or in their individual lives.
Their fasts didn’t open them
up to responding to the needs of
others. Their fasts seemed only to
lead to arguments and quarrels.
Theirs fasts had nothing at all to do
with getting into a right relationship
with God. The people are being
called to return to God’s ways, to
lives of righteousness, to lives that
reflect their covenant with God. God,
through the prophet Isaiah, is calling
them to reflect on their behavior, and
to make a change.
Seems that the people of Matthew’s
day were in a similar boat. Needing to
be reminded of their covenant with
God and how they were to live that
out. They were placing too much
emphasis on public displays of their
relationship with God, and perhaps
not enough time on their actual
relationship with God. They were also
(continued on page 2)
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being encouraged to change their
behavior, to do in secret what they
had been doing so visibly.
Both communities, centuries of
years apart, being challenged to reflect
and to change. To pay attention to
their relationship with God.
Here we find ourselves.
Centuries of years later stepping
into the season of Lent. A time to
intentionally reflect on our own
relationships with God. Perhaps at
a place where we want, or need, to
rebuild our relationships with God
and with the world in which we find
ourselves. Where do we start?
Well, the Ash Wednesday liturgy
provides us with a lot of clues for
that. Participants are invited into
the observance of a Holy Lent. A
time to engage in self-examination,
repentance, fasting, prayer, and
reading and reflecting on scripture.
Rather than the usual
corporate general confession, this
liturgy provides us with a whole
litany of confessions. In them we
recognize that whether or not we
have committed any of these sins
directly, we are as a community
guilty of them all. And so, we
bring those sins before God, both
to confess and ask for forgiveness,
and also to make ourselves aware
of our own behaviors so we will
know what changes we need to
make. This litany can form a part
of our reflections throughout the
season of Lent.
The liturgy also invites to come
forward to receive the ashes that
are a central symbol of what we
do in this service. The ashes are
traced in the shape of a cross on the
foreheads of all who wish to receive
them. It’s the same symbol that was
traced there at our baptisms, then,
with chrism.

We remember our baptisms–
that moment when we pledged
to live our lives as Jesus did. In
Baptism we present an individual
to receive the Sacrament. In every
Baptism we all renew our Baptismal
promises together with the baptismal
candidate. Those promises are our
covenant with God. As the baptismal
candidates make their promises
for the first time, we remember
and renew our promises. They are
that important that every single
time there is a baptism and from
time to time regularly throughout
the church year, we renew our
baptismal promises. They are that
foundational. Like the Litany of
Penitence, our Baptismal Promises
provide a tool for our reflection.
Throughout the season of Lent,
our readings will provide us with lots
of lenses through which to reflect
on our relationship with God. This
is Year A in the Revised Common
Lectionary and the Gospels that
we will use throughout this Lenten
season will provide us with lots
of opportunities to reflect on the
symbols of our Baptism. Water,
light, resurrection, all will appear
over these next forty days.
Lent provides us with a season
of reflection.
To spend some
time really evaluating our life, our
relationship with God and with
one another, our relationship with
all of creation. Our reflections will
provide us with an opportunity to
deepen our relationship with God.
To correct those behaviors that aren’t
in line with our beliefs and our
covenant with God. To recognize
our giftedness, our blessedness, our
very belovedness.
As we move through our
reflections
and
deepen
our
relationships with God, we’ll discover
that those practices that Isaiah
points to in the Ash Wednesday Old
Testament scripture passage, piety
and social justice, they’ll just flow
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naturally out of our relationship with
God. Our behaviors won’t simply be
empty echoes publicly displayed for
the sole purpose of looking for a pat
on the back. No. Our responses to
issues of justice, our piety, will be
still be lived publicly, but by being in
a deep and healthy relationship with
God, they will simply flow naturally
out of that relationship. We’ll be
living righteous lives.
We’ll also begin to discover
how we might become agents of
reconciliation in the world. We’ll
find that we’re more open to
seeing opportunities and ways to
heal broken relationships. And,
when both parties are wanting
to reconcile, we’ll find that we’re
willing to do the hard work that’s
required with reconciliation. When
we can live more deeply into our
relationship with God, it’s then that
the world will see that we are, in the
words of Isaiah, “repairers of the
breach, and restorers of streets to
live in.” (Isaiah 58:12b)
This is a season that helps us
return to being open to all that God
longs to make of our life. You see,
living our lives in relationship with
God will lead to us living abundant
lives. And that is what God wants
for us – to live abundantly. Lent
provides us a starting point. Or a
restarting point. This is a time to
ask questions and to wonder with
God. “Where is God in the midst
of our lives?
When we deliberately step into
this season of Lent, when we receive
those ashes on our foreheads, we’re
joining with all those who want
to spend this season deliberately
returning to a life reconciled with
God. Will you step into this journey
together with me? Can we begin to
wonder with God?

Love and Blessings,

Tracie+

Adult Lenten Study

Throughout the season of Lent, the
adult study, which meets at 9:30 am in
Vandenburgh Hall, will be participating
in a study entitled, “The Grace of Les
Misérables”. This study ponders the
themes of justice, poverty, revolution,
grace, love and hope. Discussion will launch from a short video and there
is an accompanying study book. Books are available in the church office
for $15. All are welcome to join us as we study the Grace of Les Misérables,
and through our reflections learn to see the Grace in our own lives.
We will be showing Les Misérables in Vandenburgh Hall on Wednesday,
March 4 at 6pm. Whether or not you will be participating in our Sunday
morning Adult Lenten Study, you are welcome to join us and watch the
movie. A light pot luck soup and salad supper will be shared. There might
even be some popcorn!

Music Notes

This year, March falls entirely within Lent. These Sundays incorporate
beloved events from the life and teachings Jesus. We first have His
temptation during the forty days in the wilderness after His baptism. The
glory of these forty days is one of the hymns that recount this. The next
two Sundays relate Jesus conversation with Nicodemus and the woman
at the well. The music selections illustrate these themes. Through the
story of the healing of the blind man, March concludes with the picture
of Christ bringing light and salvation into the world darkened by sin. I
want to walk as a child of the light illustrates this.
There are two special musical events this month. Tracy Dunlop,
violinist, will join us on March 8. She will be featured for the anthem I
Lift Up Mine Eyes to the Hills and always adds a sparkle to our worship.
St. Jude’s Ringers will play on March 15 a lovely setting of You Are Mine.
Have a blessed month.

Marlene Weston

BOOK CLUB

SCHEDULE

Date
Hostess
Title
Author
Mar. 3, 2020 . . . . . . . . Nancy Day (co-ed) . . . . . Lamb . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Christopher Moore
Mar. 24, 2020 . . . . . . . Gwen Wagschal . . . . . . . A Tale for the Time Being . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Ruth Ozeki
Apr. 28, 2020  . . . . . . . Denise Rayner . . . . . . . . Educated . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Tara Westover
May 26, 2020 . . . . . . . Francine Johnston . . . . . Snow Flower and the Secret Fan . . . . . . . . Lisa See
June 23, 2020 . . . . . . . Terri Hutchins . . . . . . . . . I Am Livia  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Phyllis T. Smith
July 28, 2020 . . . . . . . Diane Putnam . . . . . . . . A Wrinkle in Time . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Madeline L’Engle
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On the first Sunday of each
month, Nancy Day takes scrip
orders. These are gift cards you
purchase to spend at hundreds of
businesses either in person or on
line. They also make great gifts!
There is zero cost to you, other
than the face value of the card,
and St. Jude’s gets a percentage of
the total amount. A win-win.
So, make sure you bring your
checkbook to church on the first
Sunday of each month. You can
fill out your order during coffee
hour. The orders are sent in
that afternoon, and the cards are
picked up in Brighton that week
and distributed the following
Sunday.

The Parish Breakfast is
scheduled for
Saturday, March 21
at 9:00 a.m.
The Group meets at
Mega Coney Island
on Owen Rd. in Fenton.
We look forward to
seeing you there!

Notes fromthe Vestry
•

•
•
Our sincere thanks to those who
provided nourishment for the
body and soul during January...
Rita Bretzke, Sue Pemo, Connie
Hibbard, The Cronks, Bill
Anderson, the St. Jude’s Choir
and everyone who contributed
to the Karaoke Coffee Hour in
memory of Linda Hardy.

•

•

•
Crust continues to graciously
send their delicious (and
plentiful!) coffee cake on a
weekly basis – for which we
give our thanks too!
“Every day they continued to meet
together…they broke bread in their
homes and ate together with glad and
sincere hearts.”
Acts 2:46-47

Hour Sign Up
The sign-up sheet for coffee
hour is on the bulletin board
in Vandenbergh Hall. Please
consider hosting a coffee hour.
See Sue Premo if
you have any questions.

•

Brayden Rayner’s ashes will be interred in the memorial garden
on Sunday, March 22nd after the 10:30 service with a pot luck
dinner following All are welcome to attend.
Many choir members found the choir chair to be uncomfortable…
now there is a pew on the back wall that the choir is able to use.
We will be bringing up a high chair from the basement to have
available to anyone who might need it during coffee hour or other
church functions.
In response to unauthorized people from outside being found
coming out of the sacristy on a Sunday morning during coffee
hour, we now have a policy to keep both the sacristy door and the
door to the office locked at all times.
On Tuesday, March 24th, Harold Schneider, Wendy Brown and
Tom Manney are being ordained to the sacred order of Priests at
St. Paul’s in Flint at 6 p.m.
Greg Forsyth has installed solar lights to the handicap ramp with
just a small area left to complete.
There will be a Heartsaver CPR/AED class offered by Dan White
on Sunday, April 26th at 1:00 p.m. The class will last 4 hours and
cost $20.00/person. The class also includes using the Automatic
External Defibrillator (AED). Please sign up in Vandenbergh
Hall if you plan on attending.

School Lunch Program

The Outreach Committee has decided to
expand the School Lunch Program to include
fun time materials with the food. The things we
are looking for are inexpensive (dollar store) items
such as activity books, coloring books, puzzles, crayons
etc. if you would like to contribute to this new part of our program there
will be a box in the library to put your donation in.

Progressive
Dinner

Social

COM M ITTE E

The social committee is planning a progressive dinner in May. If
you would be interested in hosting one of the courses, please let Kathy
Hopper know.
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St. Jude’s Rummage Sale Planning Meeting

St. Jude’s will be holding a Rummage Sale May 14-16. We are hoping
to get rid of some items that are no longer needed and raise some money
for our building and grounds fund. There will be an opportunity for
people in our congregation to donate some items.

There will be a planning meeting for the upcoming Rummage
sale on Sunday, March 15th at 9:00 a.m. in the Library.
Those interested are welcome to attend.

SECOND ANNUAL

St. Jude’s Crafter's
& Holiday Bazaar
Friday & Saturday,
November 20 & 21, 2020
New this year! We will be utilizing more spaces in the church
for crafters this year, not just in Vandenbergh hall!
Planning for this event has begun!
If you know any crafters who might be interested, please let
us know.
Anyone interested in being a part of this team
please let Ron Trimmer know at
ron.m.trimmer@gmail.com.
If you are interested in renting a
booth or would like to donate
products for the St. Jude’s booth
please notify St. Jude’s office not later
than Tuesday March 31, 2020.
Primary fundraiser for funding a much needed
elevator lift for our facility, to aid in the accessibility
of our parishoners and visitors.
We invite you to be a part of this project!
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Prayer Shawl
Ministry

Our Prayer Shawl Ministry
makes prayers tangible to those
who are facing surgery, a serious
illness, or any need. The making
of a prayer shawl is a spiritual
practice which embodies our
thoughts and prayers for the
receiver. It is a gift freely given
with no strings attached. Made
in prayer, as a prayer, for prayer,
the shawls are passed on handto-hand and heart-to-heart.

Prayer Shawl Meetings
for Spring 2020:
Monday, March 23rd, 1:00 p.m.
at Sharon James’s house
Monday, April 20th, 1:00 p.m.
at Judy Marinco’s house
Monday, May 18th, 1:00 p.m.
at Lisa Cronk’s house
Monday, June 22nd, 1:00 p.m.
at Deb James’s house
Materials needed:
3 skeins of Lion Brand
Homespun yarn
or
2 skeins of Barcelona
(can be purchased at
Michael’s). For the bulky yarn
(5 skeins). This brand is soft
and will work.
Size 13 circular knitting needles

As always, experience is not
required — we can teach at the
meetings. All are invited to attend,
even if they have no interest in
knitting - the fellowship is grand!!
Questions? Contact:

Deb James at 810-210-6305 or
Judy Marinco at 810-629-8074

Daylight
Savings
Time!

Sunday, March 8,
remember
to spring ahead one
hour so you are not
late for church!

Guest Violinist

Sunday, March 8, Tracy
Dunlop will be visiting at
the 10:30 am service and
playing violin during the
service. Please mark your
calendars and plan on
attending to hear some
outstanding music that
morning.

Confirmation Services

There will be four confirmation services in 2020 for the Dioceses of
Eastern and Western Michigan. All candidates and parishes are welcome
to attend and participate in any of the four, regardless of their diocese.
If you are interested in being confirmed or renewing your confirmation
vows, please let Tracie know. Saturday, April 11 (Easter Vigil) - Grace
Church, Holland, 7:45 pm Rehearsal with Candidates, 8:45 pm Service.
Saturday, September 19 - Emmanuel, Petoskey, 10 am Rehearsal with
Candidates, 11 am Service.
Saturday, September 26 - St. Paul’s, Flint, 10 am Rehearsal with
Candidates, 11 am Service. Saturday, November 14 - Grand Rapids Area,
Location and time TBD.

Thank you to everyone who ordered
St. Jude’s t-shirts and sweatshirts!

The orders arrived at the church a couple Sunday’s ago and several
were picked up. If you haven’t picked up your order, they are in the
church office.
Unfortunately, we noticed that we are human and we make mistakes.
You may or may not have noticed that the word “Episcopal” was misspelled
on the shirts. I admit that I didn’t pick up on the misspelling. I suspect I
expected to see “Episcopal” and that’s what I saw!
Because this was our error, we are offering three alternatives.
1. You may keep your t-shirts and sweatshirts, wearing them proudly
despite the error.
2. If you would like to have your shirt(s)
corrected, you may bring them in and we
will have a graphic added to your shirt at no
cost to you. This will be easiest if your shirt
has not been washed. The graphic that we
will use will be similar to this:
3. We will replace your shirt with a new
one that has the correct spelling at no cost
to you.
If you want either the new graphic or a
new shirt, please bring your shirts with your
name and telephone number attached. Also, please note which option
you are choosing (an added correction graphic or a new shirt).
We are truly sorry that this error passed through all of our proofreading and we apologize for any inconveniences that this has caused.
Blessings,

Tracie+
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Prayer List

For Michael, our Presiding Bishop; Whayne, our Bishop
Provisional; Tracie, our Priest; for
the Wardens and Vestry.
For those in particular
need of prayer: Jeff F.; Jeremy
Alber; Shanin Beall; Judy
Bronner; Steven G.; Harold
Gray;
Bunny
Gladfelter;
Jaquline Hoskins; Joann; Sydnie
Jane Jones; Michael Krauthofer;
Lisa Langly; Leon Layman; Bill
Lenny; Jeff Luebke; Mike Marinco;
Theresa Maynard; Jack & Beverly
Mills; Noel; Paul Riley; Mike Rose;
James Simpson; Larry Smith; Sarah
Smith; Stan Spicer; Mary Louise
Susalla; Howard Thorpe; Jennifer
Ubil; Marsha Wittig; Maureen Z.

March Birthdays
2nd –
–
8th –
–
–
–
9th –
10th –
–
–
14th –
–
18th –
19th –
23rd –
–
25th –
31st –

Marcus Clark
Mary Louise Susalla
Bob Foguth
Connie Hibbard
Vic Peters
Carol Pettipher
Sophia Chambers
David Chambers
Brian Goss
Dan Harvey
Debbie Fry
Ella Koch
Rex Harris
Rosiland Burroughs
Bonnie Ensign
Gabriella Pennington
Martha Applebee
Francine Rucker

February Anniversaries

And those in continuing need of prayer: David Barrows;
Brett Beall; Butch & Julie Beuchel; Jack & Rita Bretzke; Margot
Brummett; Dave Carr; Karen Cleaver; Alex Creamean; Betsy Davies;
Melissa Draper; Gail Engdahl; John England; Mary Franklin; Ralph
Gladfelter; Lisa & Barb Gladstone; Joan Graham; Brian Henderson;
Clint Johnson; Kellie Johnson; Mindy Kania; Ev Koller; Janel Koop;
Paul Koop; Angela Koresh; Leona; Anne Munns; Cathy Niemet;
Richard Otto; Brian Paisley; Jay Rizzo; Arin Shinabarger; Nanae &
Fukuko Shiraishi; Brian Smith; Sandy Train; Jill Tripp.

6th – Rex & Judi Harris
		(55th)
14th – Bob & Teri Hutchins
		(56th)
16th – Liz & Sean Sailus
		(1st)
19th – Jack & Beverly Mills
		(53rd)

If you have updates or changes to the prayer list, please let
Liz in the church office know. Thank you!
Pray for our St. Jude’s Family:
– Martha Applebee; Sarah Bancroft; Jack & Rita Bretzke
March 1
March 8
– Kathryn & Barry Brow; LeeAnn Brummet;
		 Margot Brummet
March 15
– Jon & Rosiland Burroughs; Teresa Bush;
		 David & Carol Chambers
March 22
– Ronald, Jennifer, Conner & Sophia Chambers, Shane,
		 Heather & Hayden Chambers
March 29
– Harry & Linda Chciuk; Lana, Marcus & Julian Clark;
		 Kelly & Lisa Cronk

Beacon
Deadlines
Submissions for The Beacon are
due by the 22nd of each month.
Please submit them to Debbie Fry at
debbiemcwilliams00@gmail.com.
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Lenten Devotional
This year I’ve decided to switch up our
offering for Lent-to-Go. Instead of the
usual Lent-to-Go Bag,
we are providing a Multi-Generational Illustrated Lenten Devotional.

Lenten devotional is written so it can be
used individually, intergenerationally, or
by groups of youth or adults.

The Lenten devotional
journals are available
on the Christian Formation table in front
The devotional book is
of the office. There is
is meant to be colored
also a basket of packs
in and doodled or drawn
of colored pencils or
on. You will see opporfine point markers.
tunities to color, doodle
Please feel free to take
and draw throughout
a booklet and pencils
the devotional and we
Observe the Season of or markers. In this
invite you to allow the
Lent at Home in 2020 case, family members
illustrations and spaces
who would like more than one copy per
for creativity to draw you deeper into rehousehold are welcome to as many as
flection.
needed. We can always make more.
As we journey through this season of
Lent together, we invite you to focus intentionally on the spiritual discipline of
giving. We hope our Lenten devotional
will help you to share conversations about
your understanding of giving. Each
week’s reflection explores a Gospel passage and a form of giving that will help
us examine why we give, what we give,
the power of our gifts, and impact our
gifts have on those around us.
We encourage you to explore how those
understandings influence the way you
view God, your faith, and the world. This

We can also provide the Lenten devotional to those living a distance away from St.
Jude’s. Please let us know if you’d like
an electronic copy and we’ll send it right
off to you. Then use your own colored
pencils or fine point markers in the journal.
Prayers for a quiet and life-giving season
of Lent. God Bless!
Kris Forsyth/
Director of Christian Formation

Inside this
Lenten Devotional for
Home

1

Meeting for Parents of
Youth Group Participants

2

Regularly Happening

2

For Parents of Youth Group Participants

Tuesday, March 15th, During Coffee Hour in the Library

Godly Play

Youth Group

Most Sundays Year Round

Most Sundays from September thru early June

For children in Pre-K thru Grade 5. We meet in the Godly Play
room (follow signs) in basement. We start at 10:25am. Children return to their parents, in worship, at communion time.

Youth group (6th thru 12th graders) meets most Sundays in
September thru late May after the 10:30am service in the
couch room (so roughly 11:45am to 12:45pm).

For Children, Youth & Families
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WORSHIP LEADERS for March 2020
LEM
2nd Chalice
Intercessor

Reader(s)

Coffee
Hour
Host(s)

Ushers

Vestry
Person of
the Day

Nursery /
Godly Play
Shepherd

Altar Guild

March 1
8 am

Clay Putnam

10:30
am

Dave Rayner
Amy F.
Dee G.

Lois
Hartranft

---------

---------

---------

---------

---------

Paul Dolza

Lorraine M.
Charlie J.

Rayner

Lynne
Ronthi

Denise
Rayner

Dee G.
Judi H.
Lisa C.

March 8
8 am

Mike Wells

???

---------

---------

---------

---------

---------

10:30
am

Greg Forsyth
Dee G.
Paul Dolza

Ellen Tripp

Nancy Day
Lynne R.

Hibbard
Pettipher

Christine
Szostack

Dee
Grossmann

Christine S.
Lois H.

March 15
8 am

???

???

---------

---------

---------

---------

---------

10:30
am

Amy F.
Paul Dolza
Greg Forsyth

Jack &
Beverly Mills

Dave &
Denise R.

Day

Rex Harris

Lisa Cronk

Terri H.
Francine J.

March 22
8 am

Jerry Rucker

???

---------

---------

---------

---------

---------

10:30
am

Dee G.
Greg Forsyth
Amy F.

Paul
Wagschal

Kelly & Lisa
Cronk

Potluck –
Brayden
Memorial

Paul Dolza

Debbie
James

Gaye F.
Lorraine M.

March 29
8 am

Clay Putnam

???

---------

---------

---------

---------

---------

10:30
am

Paul Dolza
Amy F.
Dee G.

Bob Simpson

Dave &
Debbie James

???

Nancy Day

Judy
Marinco

Sarah Dolza
Gay Adams

Communion Bread Bakers:
March – Judy Marinco

April – Nancy Day

May – Terri Hutchins

St. Jude’s Episcopal Church
106 E. Elizabeth St.
Fenton, MI 48430-2322
Church Office: 810-629-5681
www.stjudesfenton.com

St. Jude's
Episcopal
		Church

VESTRY
Charlie Johnston, Senior Warden
Lynne Ronthi, Junior Warden
Debbie James, Clerk
Michelle Gangwer, Treasurer
2021
Josephine Feijoo
Lynne Ronthi
Jerry Rucker
Mike Wells
2022
Deb James
Charlie Johnston
Jack Mills
Diane Putnam
2023
Nancy Day
Paul Dolza
Rex Harris
Christine Szostak
Delegates to the Diocesan Convention
Jack & Beverly Mills
John & Carol Pettipher
Alternate:
Dave & Denise Rayner
Charlie & Francine Johnston

