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Growing with God... PUTTING FAITH INTO ACTION
December 2019 (Our 161st Year)

Rector’s Report

St. Jude’s Episcopal Church • Fenton, Michigan

I have a confession to make. In reflecting on how things are going in
my life with my spiritual director I named for myself that I’m not always all
that good at honoring sabbath in my life. My life gets so busy with all of my
commitments that my day off becomes a day of catch-up. Sometimes that
catch-up is in my personal life, sometimes it spills over into my work life.
So, since my last meeting with my spiritual director I’ve made a wee
change. The first thing I do when my eyes open on every single Monday
morning is to say out loud: “God, today we are going to Sabbath together.
Everything I do, I do with you.” And throughout the day, I stop and reflect on
how I’ve experienced God’s presence in doing whatever I’ve just completed.
I don’t say this because on all the other days God isn’t with me. I
say it because on at least this one day I want to be very deliberate about
acknowledging and reflecting on God’s presence in my life.
What I’ve noticed is that by being this deliberate on one day a week,
being conscious of God’s presence and action in my life is more obvious
on other days. No matter how busy I’ve become. It’s not a new learning.
It is another reminder. You see, I practice this very deliberately for a time
and then it becomes habit and then I forget to be deliberate and then, well,
then I forget to remember. Remembering again right now seems to be very
good timing.
We’re right on the brink! The calendar is about to become very full
with expectations and dreams and busy-ness as we all prepare to celebrate
Christ’s incarnation. Every year as we turn to Advent, I hear and I speak so
much about slowing down and reflecting through this most holy season of
expectation. And every year I experience the inevitable seemingly endless
stream of expectations and I wonder how I can possible practice what
I preach and slow down. Thanksgiving leads into Advent which brings
on Christmas and Epiphany and the annual meeting is just around the
corner…… And this year I’ll be adding the third and final recorded sermon
for my first year D.Min. in Preaching program which will be preached on
January 12, Baptism of the Lord.
(continued on page 2)
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Slow down? Right.
This year, as I approach the inevitable busy-ness, it will be with a
very deliberate spiritual discipline. This year I will begin each day as
I begin each of my Sabbath days. I am committed to traveling Advent
together with God, conscious of God, relying on God, recognizing
God’s light in the darkness. Will life still be busy. Yes, I have no doubt.
And yet, if my Sabbath experiences have taught me anything, there
will be a difference. There will be a peace that pervades the rush. That
peace is God walking with me.
May you experience peace and holiness in the midst of busy-ness
throughout the coming days and weeks!
Blessings,

Tracie+
I continue to be deeply
humbled
and
incredibly
thankful for this opportunity
to serve God with all of you!
Thank you to all of you for your
thoughtful and very generous
gift for Pastor’s Appreciation.
The gift cards you gave to me will
definitely be used with deep thankfulness
not just for the cards themselves, but for all of you!
With much love and blessings!

Tracie+

Merry

Christmas
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Prayer Shawl
Ministry

Our Prayer Shawl Ministry
makes prayers tangible to those
who are facing surgery, a serious
illness, or any need. The making
of a prayer shawl is a spiritual
practice which embodies our
thoughts and prayers for the
receiver. It is a gift freely given
with no strings attached. Made
in prayer, as a prayer, for prayer,
the shawls are passed on handto-hand and heart-to-heart.

The prayer shawl
ministry will meet
Tuesday, Dec. 10,
both meetings will start
at 6:30 p.m.
Meeting locations will
be announced.

Materials needed:
3 skeins of Lion Brand
Homespun yarn
or
2 skeins of Barcelona
(can be purchased at
Michael’s). For the bulky yarn
(5 skeins). This brand is soft
and will work.
Size 13 circular knitting needles

As always, experience is not
required — we can teach at the
meetings. All are invited to attend,
even if they have no interest in
knitting - the fellowship is grand!!
Questions? Contact:
Deb James at 810-210-6305 or
Judy Marinco at 810-629-8074

Our sincere thanks to those who
provided nourishment for the
body and soul during November.
Thank you to Judy Marinco,
Kathy Kortge, Ellen Tripp, the
Harris's and everyone who
brought a dish to pass for
Judy Marinco's Celebratory
Coffee Hour!
Crust continues to graciously
send their delicious (and
plentiful!) coffee cake on a
weekly basis – for which we give
our thanks too!
“Every day they continued to meet
together…they broke bread in their
homes and ate together with glad and
sincere hearts.”
Acts 2:46-47

Christmas at St. Jude’s

Tuesday, Dec. 24 ... Christmas Eve Services
5:00 pm 			
			
			
			
7:30 pm 8:00 pm -

Family-Oriented Experiential Service
If you are planning to stay for the later service,
please join us between the services in Vandenbergh
Hall for an informal potluck of dinner and fellowship.
Please bring a dish to pass.
Caroling
Christmas Eve Eucharist Service

Wednesday, Dec. 25 ... Christmas Day
There will be no Christmas Day services this year.
Please enjoy this time with your families and friends.

Sunday, Dec. 29 ...
10:30 am - Lessons and Carols Service

Holiday Office Hours ...
Hour Sign Up
The sign-up sheet for coffee
hour is on the bulletin board
in Vandenbergh Hall. Please
consider hosting a coffee hour.
See Sue Premo if
you have any questions.

The church office will close at noon on Christmas Eve (12/24) for
Christmas and will reopen Monday, December 30
at 8:30 am.
The church office will be closed Tuesday, December 31 (New Year’s
Eve) and Wednesday, January 1 (New Year’s Day).
We will reopen for normal business hours on Thursday, January 2
at 8:30 am.
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Music Notes

December is a month of anticipation in the church calendar. The
music of advent explores the themes of John the Baptist (There’s a
voice in the wilderness crying), prophecy (Signs of ending all around
us) our Lord’s second coming (Lo, He comes with clouds descending),
and our excitement (People, look east). We conclude Advent with
The Song of Mary and the traditional chant, (O come, O come,
Emmanuel.)
Our choir and ringers are busy preparing for the Sundays of
Advent as well as the joyous music of Christmas. This year the choir
will be participating at both Christmas Eve services. As in past years,
we will have guest musicians joining us. Have a blessed month.
Have a blessed month.

Marlene Weston

Holiday Cookie
Coffee Hour
Our annual holiday cookie
coffee hour will be after the
10:30 service on December 22.
Bring your special treats to
share with friends and family to
help make the day festive!

BOOK CLUB

SCHEDULE

Date
Hostess
Title
Author
Dec. 17, 2019 (early) . Mary Ellen Hazel . . . . . . Threads of Silk  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Amanda Roberts
Jan. 28, 2020  . . . . . . . Sharon Aldrich . . . . . . . . Accidental Heroes  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Danielle Steele
Feb. 25, 2020 . . . . . . . Nancy Day (co-ed) . . . . . Lamb . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Christopher Moore
Mar. 24, 2020 . . . . . . . Gwen Wagschal . . . . . . . A Tale for the Time Being . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Ruth Ozeki
Apr. 28, 2020  . . . . . . . Denise Rayner . . . . . . . . Educated . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Tara Westover
May 26, 2020 . . . . . . . Francine Johnston . . . . . Snow Flower and the Secret Fan . . . . . . . . Lisa See
June 23, 2020 . . . . . . . Terri Hutchins . . . . . . . . . I Am Livia  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Phyllis T. Smith
July 28, 2020 . . . . . . . Diane Putnam . . . . . . . . A Wrinkle in Time . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Madeline L’Engle
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On the first Sunday of each
month, Nancy Day takes scrip
orders. These are gift cards you
purchase to spend at hundreds
of businesses either in person
or on line. They also make
great gifts! There is zero cost to
you, other than the face value
of the card, and St. Jude’s gets a
percentage of the total amount.
A win-win.
So, make sure you bring
your checkbook to church
on the first Sunday of each
month. You can fill out your
order during coffee hour.
The orders are sent in that
afternoon, and the cards are
picked up in Brighton that
week and distributed the
following Sunday.

The Parish Breakfast is
scheduled for
Saturday, Dec. 21st
at 9:00 a.m.
The Group meets at
Mega Coney Island
on Owen Rd. in Fenton.
We look forward to
seeing you there!

Outreach...

Community
Assistance Programs
Over the past 15 years St. Jude’s
has developed and participated in
a myriad of projects to reach out
to our community. Projects like
School Lunch, Family Promise,
Truckload Giveaway, Read &
Feed and Habitat for Humanity
(not to mention Stinky the Sock
Puppet), have all helped those less
fortunate in Fenton, Lake Fenton
and Linden. It is clear that this
church is full of God’s love,
passion and commitment to our
neighbors. What we are not “full
of” is the money to continue to
expand the good work that we do.
Never-the-less, in 2019 we
initiated a new program called
the Non-SNAP initiative. We
discovered that many of the
recipients of our programs use
SNAP Cards (a.k.a. Bridge Cards
– formerly called Food Stamps)
for food, but these cards cannot
be used to purchase nonfood items such as toiletries,
cleaning products, toilet paper,
etc. St. Jude’s raised nearly
$800 through the 2018 Advent
Coin Folders to help fund a
pilot of this program. It has
been very successful as we have
been distributing diapers, toilet
paper, paper towels, shampoo,
detergent, toothpaste, etc. at our
quarterly Truckload Giveaways.
Knowing that we would be
likely be unable to sustain the
program without additional
funding, we applied for a Social
Services Ministry Grant from
the Diocese. In the application

(continued on page 5)

Christmas Families 2019

Giving Opportunities For You
Our great St. Jude’s caring and sharing family –
coordinated through your Outreach Committee
– is reaching out again this Christmas to provide
gifts for 5 families in our community including
our Holly Group Home to help them celebrate
their Christmas.
This year, in keeping with our
baptismal covenant, to respect the dignity
of every human being, we will be trying
something different. The Outreach
Committee is offering parents the
opportunity to shop and wrap gifts
for their children themselves, if
they choose to do so, rather than
our St. Jude’s family shopping for
and wrapping gifts. This will be
accomplished by having St. Jude’s donors
purchase Visa gift cards or donating cash or checks
to purchase Visa gift cards.
The Outreach Committee has provided a list of ideas/suggestions
for three Family Promise families, one locally nominated family, and
the Holly Group Home family of residents. The lists will be posted
in VandenBergh Hall on the Outreach board near the kitchen. It
would be great if you could review the lists and sign up for the gift(s)
you would like to purchase for a family member(s). There will be
an additional sign up for volunteers to possibly drive a parent to
do their shopping. Donations of gift-wrapping materials, including
paper, gift tags and tape, will also be needed and appreciated.
Please submit your Visa gift cards to the church office in a sealed
envelope showing the Family Number (#), cash value, and your name.
Please wrap the gift(s), and place securely on the outside of your
gift a tag identifying the Family Number (#). Place the gift(s) in the
designated Family #1, #2. #3, #4, or #5 Box in VandenBergh Hall by
our deadline of Sunday, December 15th. Talk with Mike or Judy
Marinco (810/629-8074) or Carol or John Pettipher (248/255-2260)
at church or by phone with any questions.
Rather than purchasing a gift(s) or Visa gift cards, you may prefer
to donate money to help our Christmas Families. If so, please write
a check to St. Jude’s, and note on the check memo line: “Christmas
Families.” Your check can be placed in an offering plate, placed in
the church office, or handed to Mike or Judy Marinco or Carol or
John Pettipher.
Thank you for your generosity in this always-present need to
help others in our community!
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Holiday News...

Christmas Cards to your
St. Jude’s Friends

Outreach...

Community
Assistance Programs
(continued from page 4)

we described all of the work
we do in the community,
including the collaboration
with other organizations like
the Fire Department, Play Like
Jackson and First Presbyterian
Church. Our hope was to
obtain a grant that would help
us expand Non-SNAP, but also
to continue to support and
improve the School Lunch and
Truckload programs.
On November 9 we
received the following response
from the Diocese:

Beginning Sunday, November 24
through the Christmas Season, the
community/news bulletin board in
Vandenbergh Hall will be transformed
into a Christmas Card bulletin board.
If you would like to send Christmas
cards to your friends at St. Jude’s,
rather than sending an individual
card to each person, why not post
one card on our board for your
entire St. Jude’s family? Save on
postage and help us save paper and be better
stewards of our earth!

Celebrating the 44th Annual

Spiritual Journey

A weekend retreat to remember and reconnect
with God's heart within us.

January 16-18, 2020
Colombiere Center
9075 Big Lake Road
Clarkston, MI
248-625-5611

All women are invited! Bring friends!
Registration ongoing.
For registration or more information,
contact Gay Gillespie, (586) 776-6022
gillespiegaye@gmail.com
Visit with Judy Marinco with any questions.
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“Members of both the Team
and the Council expressed joy
and saw hope in your serving
and education ministry to the
food insecure neighbors in your
community! May God continue
to strengthen you for loving
service in the mission to which
you are called.”
With that message we were
given a grant in the amount of
$14,250. The funds will arrive
in January for us to use for any
of our projects that support
food insecurity (Truckload,
School Lunch and Non-SNAP).
We should all be proud of
the good work that St. Jude’s
does for our community and
inspired to do even more
with the added support of
our Diocese. Many thanks to
everyone in this parish as we all
continue to live out our mission.

Prayer List

December Birthdays

For Michael, our Presiding
Bishop; Whayne, our Bishop
Provisional; Tracie, our Priest;
for the Wardens and Vestry.
For those in particular
need of prayer: Jeff F.; Jeremy
Alber; Shanin Beall; Judy
Bronner; Steven G.; Harold
Gray; Carol Green; Bunny
Gladfelter; Jaquline Hoskins;
Sydnie Jane Jones; Michael
Krauthofer; Lisa Langly; Leon
Layman; Bill Lenny; Jeff Luebke;
Mike Marinco; Theresa Maynard;
Jack & Beverly Mills; Noel; Paul
Riley; Mike Rose; James Simpson;
Larry Smith; Sarah Smith; Stan Spicer; Mary Louise
Susalla; Howard Thorpe; Jennifer Ubil; John Wandrey;
Marcia Wittig.
And those in continuing need of prayer: David Barrows; Brett
Beall; Butch & Julie Beuchel; Jack & Rita Bretzke; Margot Brummett;
Dave Carr; Karen Cleaver; Alex Creamean; Betsy Davies; Melissa
Draper; Gail Engdahl; John England; Ralph Gladfelter; Joan Graham;
Brian Henderson; Clint Johnson; Kellie Johnson; Mindy Kania; Ev
Koller; Janel Koop; Paul Koop; Angela Koresh; Leona; Brian Paisley; Jay
Rizzo; Carol Shagena; Arin Shinabarger; Nanae & Fukuko Shiraishi;
Brian Smith; Sandy Train.

1st
4th
		
7th
		
8th
		
15th
27th
30th

–
–
–
–
–
–
–
–
–
–

John Pettipher
Hayden Chambers
Mark Freeman
Gabrielle Freeman
Josephine Feijoo
Beth Jagos
Bob Szostak
Kelly Cronk
Rita Bretzke
Nicole Jagos

December Anniversaries
1st –
			
3rd –
			
6th –
			
		 –
			
19th –
			
		 –
			
22nd –
			
28th –
			
30th –
			

David & Lynn Freeman
(23 years)
Doug & Michelle Gangwer
(19 years)
Ron & Cathy Trimmer
(51 years)
Mark & Beth Jagos
(21 years)
Paul & Sarah Dolza
(37 years)
Kris & Greg Forsyth
(32 years)
Vic & Michelle Peters
(41 years)
Scott & Sharon Michael
(17 years)
Dave & Debbie James
(42 years)

If you have updates or changes to the prayer list, please let
Liz in the church office know. Thank you!
Pray for our St. Jude’s Family:
December 1 –
		
December 8 –
		
December 15 –
		
December 22 –
December 29 –
		

Vic & Michele Peters; John & Carol Pettipher;
Sue Premo
Clay & Diane Putnam; Lois Putnam;
Dave & Denise Rayner
Dustin & Mehgan Rayner, Benjamin, Rylan, Austin,
Brayden & Danyelle
Michael & Sue Reilly; Lynne Ronthi; Megan Rosa
Jerry & Fran Rucker; Marilyn Safa;
Bob & Dianne Simpson
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Beacon
Deadlines
Submissions for The Beacon are
due by the 22nd of each month.
Please submit them to Debbie Fry at
debbiemcwilliams00@gmail.com.

WORSHIP LEADERS for December 2019
LEM (s)
2nd CHALISE
PRAYERS

READER (S)

USHERS

COFFEE HOUR

VESTRY
PERSON OF
THE DAY

ALTAR
GUILD

December 1
8 am

Clay Putnam

Lois Hartranft

---------

---------

---------

---------

10:30
am

Judi Harris
Greg Forsyth
Dee Grossmann

Amy Freeman

Lorraine Moller
Charlie Johnston

Wagschals
Johnstons

Sarah Dolza

Mary Louise
Mary Ellen

December 8
8 am

Mike Wells

Ron Trimmer

---------

---------

---------

---------

10:30
am

Lynn Hopper
Amy Freeman
Greg Forsyth

Dave & Debbie
James

Nancy Day
Lynne Ronthi

???

Mark Jagos

Dee Grossmann
Judi Harris
Lisa Cronk

December 15
8 am

Mary Louise S.

Josephine Feijoo

---------

---------

---------

---------

10:30
am

Dave Rayner
Dee Grossmann
Amy Freeman

Dee Grossmann

Lisa & Kelly
Cronk

???

Charlie Johnston

Christine S.
Lois Hartranft

December 22
8 am

Jerry Rucker

???

---------

---------

---------

---------

10:30
am

Dan White
Lynn Hopper
Dee Grossmann

Ed Weston

Dave & Denise
Rayner

Social Committee
Cookie Exchange

Denise Rayner

Terri Hutchins
Francine J.

---------

---------

---------

---------

???

EVERYONE

December 24 – Christmas Eve
5 pm

8 pm

Jerry Rucker
Dan White
Clay Putnam
Dave Rayner
Mike Wells
Amy Freeman

TBD

Dave & Debbie
James

TBD

Lorraine Moller
Charlie Johnston

December 29
8 am

Clay Putnam

???

---------

---------

---------

---------

10:30
am

Paul Dolza
Amy Freeman
Dave Rayner

TBD

Nancy Day
Lynne Ronthi

???

???

Gaye Foor
Lorraine M.

Communion Bread Bakers:
December- Judy Marinco

January – Nancy Day

February – Terri Hutchins

CHRISTIAN FORMATION FOR ALL
GOD’S CHILDREN AT ST. JUDE’S

Volume
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A LittleJourney
More About
All Hallow’s Eve
to Bethlehem
Every thing is changed. It is now the time
of the color blue.
Blue is the color of getting ready. It is the
color of the night sky just
before dawn. Advent is
the season of getting
ready. Blue is also the
color of Mary, the mother
of Jesus. She is about to
have a baby. But this will
be a very special baby.
This baby will be a king.
But the king who is com- Godly Play
ing is not the kind of king
that people thought was
coming. This king had no army, no great
house and no riches. This King was a baby who was born in a barn.
The King who was coming is still coming.
This is full of mystery. A mystery is hard
to enter sometimes. That is why this time
of Advent is so important. Sometimes
people can walk right through a mystery
and not even know it’s there. This time of
year you will see people hurrying about
doing this and that but they might miss the
Mystery. They might not know how to
get ready or maybe they forgot.
The church learned a long time ago that
people need a way to get ready to enter or
even come close to a mystery like Christmas. The Church set aside four weeks to
get ready. This is such a great Mystery

that it takes that long to get ready. During
this time, we are all on the way to Bethlehem. We are all making the journey. We
are all getting ready to enter the Mystery
of Christmas, so let’s go with
the prophets, the Holy Family, the shepherds, angels and
Magi and all the rest to make
the journey that was not just
back then. It is also now.
Prophets are people who
come so close to God and
Advent God comes so close to them,
that they know what is most
important. They pointed the
way to Bethlehem. Stop. Watch. Pay
attention. Something incredible is going
to happen in Bethlehem.
The Holy Family is on the way to Bethlehem. Here is the Mother Mary, the Father
Joseph. Here is the donkey. Mary was
about to have a baby. Sometimes she rode
on the donkey. Sometimes she walked.
They must have been the last people coming up the road to Bethlehem that night.
The shepherds were standing in the fields
around Bethlehem keeping their sheep.
They were trying to stay awake so the
wolves would not come and get their
sheep. Suddenly, there was so much light
in the sky that it hurt their eyes.
Continued on p. 2

Inside this
Issue
Journey to Bethlehem by
Godly Play

1

Upcoming MultiGenerational Programs.

2

Regularly Happening

2

Journey to Bethlehem continued
The shepherds were afraid. Their hearts were
beating so loudly. When they could hear something
besides their own hearts, they thought they heard
singing in the sky! That also scared them until they
heard the words of the song. The
angels singing sounded something
like this: “Don’t be afraid. We bring
you tidings of great joy. Peace on
earth and good will to everyone. A
child is born. Go. Hurry! Run to
Bethlehem to see the Child who will
change everything.”
The Magi were also on the road to Bethlehem.
They were very educated people but the thing they
knew most about was the stars. They knew where
each star was supposed to be at each time of the
year, so that they could tell people when it was
time to plant their crops or take a trip in the ocean
or cross the high mountain passes.

Godly Play
Most Sundays Year Round
For children in Pre-K thru Grade 5. We meet in the
Godly Play room (follow signs) in basement. We
start at 10:25am.

Youth Group
Most Sundays from September thru early June
Youth group (6th thru 12th graders) meets most Sundays in
September thru late May after the 10:30am service in the
couch room (so roughly 11:45am to 12:45pm).
For Children, Youth & Families

Suddenly the Wise Ones saw the wild star! It wasn’t
on any of their star maps. It went where it wanted
to go. It didn’t stay put. They decided to follow the
walk star to see where it was going and what it
wanted to show them.
Advent to Go They followed that star all the
Bags still
way to Bethlehem but they travavailable
eled from so far away that they
while supplies got there after the baby was
last!
born. They were always late, it

seems. Every year they are late.
They usually don’t arrive until January 6th but we
remember them anyway, because, like us, they too
are on the way to Bethlehem.
Once we come to the mystery of Christmas everything changes! Blue becomes white; the color of
pure celebration! This is when the baby is born, the
one we have been waiting for. Here is the Christ
Child, the Mystery of Christmas!

Sunday Morning Nursery Care
For Infants thru Kindergartners
The nursery opens at 10:15am on Sundays. Nursery staffers bring any children from the nursery into Godly Play (when it is being offered)
for the story. Very young children and Nursery Staffers may
return to the nursery to play afterwards until parents pick their
children up for communion. If the children are 4 years old or
older, we generally have them stay in Godly Play for creative
time or “Work Time”. All of the children who stay in Godly Play
for work time join their parents in worship around the time of
the Peace.
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