
The Beacon
July 2019 (Our 161st Year) St. Jude’s Episcopal Church  • Fenton, Michigan

Growing with God... PUTTING FAITH INTO ACTION

Rector’s Report

Today, I write from the dining room of the two-bedroom residence 
apartment where I am staying in Chicago. I write with a sense of deep 
gratitude for this time.  As I engage in my classes, I’m finding myself 
stretched in all of the ways I expected. I have met some amazing colleagues 
in ministry from different denominations and am learning about things 
outside of my sphere of experience.  I am also conscious of all that I have 
left behind and am deeply grateful for Dave and Mike and their support 
and willingness to allow me to be away for this long.  And I’m thankful for 
many of you at church who have picked up extra pieces so that I can be 
away.  Truly, I am blessed to have the chance to participate in this amazing 
opportunity for growth.

At our orientation the Dean of the D. Min. in Preaching program 
shared with us her joy of seeing so many in first year.  My class consists 
of 22 people which is the largest class they’ve had in a number of years.  
Because she needed a class of 20 in order to break even as far as costs of 
the program go, she entered a time of fasting and prayer.  For three days 
she fasted and prayed every 3 hours.  So at 6am, 9am, noon, 3pm, 6pm, 
9pm, midnight, and 3am every single day she entered a time of intense 
prayer.  Some of those sessions were prayed on her own and for some she 
was joined by friends.  Her focus those entire three days was this program 
as she prayed for God to send her students.  She didn’t just get the 20 she 
was asking for.  Our class originally had 26 or 27 members.  Some of my 
classmates ended up having health issues that required attention, one was 
deported, and some faced financial issues.  She was ecstatic!  

That’s the power of the Holy Spirit!  God heard her cries as she prayed 
for students.  And God responded.  Sometimes we forget the power of 
prayer.  Sometimes we forget the power of God.  Her story was a powerful 
reminder that prayer is answered and God is always faithful.

Today was the first day of my elective class, Preaching as Celebration.  
As he began today, our Professor asked what we will have learned if we 
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Rector’s Report (continued)

(continued from page 1)

could describe this as the best class we’ve ever taken.  He was asking 
us to identify our growing edges.  Tomorrow all 18 of us will be 
preaching an 8-minute sermon to the class for feedback.  I spent 
tonight cutting 2 minutes of the sermon I’d prepared so I can fit it 
into the new guidelines.  Friday we will have another sermon (maybe 
we’ll get 10 minutes for that one) to preach on a specific text.  We will 
hear 18 sermons on Psalm 121 in one day.  That in itself will be a treat.  
His feedback to each of us will hone our skills and will push us to 
accomplish our learning goals.  They will be tailored specifically to us.  
What an amazing place to be, to be able to receive that kind of care, 
concern and attention and to learn how to improve in the areas that 
we each identified as growing edges.  Truly, this is a gift!  

Every day just before lunch we gather for worship during which 
there is always a sermon.  I am being fed by listening to some of the 
best preaching I have ever heard.  Sometimes the sermons are given by 
the third year students and sometimes it is our professors who preach.  

Thank you to all of you for your support and your prayers.  This 
is an intense experience and it will be an incredibly challenging 3 
years.  I hope that as I return you will see a positive difference in my 
preaching and that you are patient with me as I experiment with new 
styles, new gifts and new challenges.  As I move through this program 
I will be looking for your feedback.  I will also have what’s called a 
Parish Project Group gathered around me.  A huge part of their role 
will be to solicit feedback from all of you and to bring it to me in 
regular meetings.  In next month’s Beacon I’ll be sharing a little bit 
about what you will see over this coming year.  As we move through 
this process together, I welcome all of your feedback.

Blessings,

Tracie+

(continued on page 3)

Notes from

the Vestry

The Parish Breakfast
is scheduled for 

Saturday, July 20
at 9:00 a.m.  

The Group meets at Mega Coney Island 
on Owen Rd. in Fenton.  

We look forward to seeing you there!

The Vestry met with Mark 
Jagos, Senior Warden, presiding 
over the meeting to review 
Financials, Policies, Ministries, 
and Outreach activities.  Rev. 
Tracie is in Chicago currently for 
her first 3 week stay in Chicago.  
Her residency accommodations 
are convenient and comfortable. 

Financials reveal a continued 
deficit situation.  Michelle 
Gangwer informed members 
that the $5000.00 credit was 
the reason for the overage in 
that account however, we still 
are running over budget in 
utilities.  Dave Rayner attended 
the meeting to present proposed 
changes to the Heritage By-Laws, 
the Endowment Funds Policies 
and Guidelines and the General 
Investment Policy Statement  in 
order to clarify the duties and 
intention of the committees. 
The Vestry approved the changes 
will give final approval and be 
signed by the Senior Warden, 
Mark Jagos.  The Vestry also had 
The Ven. Linda Crane present at 
the meeting to share a Letter of 
Agreement for the Rev. Deacon 
Judy Marinco to be assigned to 
St. Jude’s to serve God with our 
congregation. The response was 
positive and the Vestry was very 
open to approval from their part. 

Mark proceeded to review 
reports from various Vestry 
Liaisons to the ministries 
and determined that active 
ministries are going well. 
The Memorial Garden looks 
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Our sincere thanks to those 
who provided nourishment 
for the body and soul during 
June.  Thank you to the Dee 

Grossmann, Terri & Bob 
Hutching, Paul & Gwyn 

Wagschal, Bill and Marcia 
Freeman and everyone who 

brought a dish to pass for our 
Pentecost, Rite of Passage and 

Confirmation celebration 
coffee hour!

Crust continues to graciously 
send their delicious (and 

plentiful!) coffee cake on a 
weekly basis – for which we 

give our thanks too!  

“Every day they continued to meet 
together…they broke bread in their 

homes and ate together with glad and 
sincere hearts.” 

Acts 2:46-47

The sign-up sheet for coffee 
hour is on the bulletin board 
in Vandenbergh Hall.  Please 

consider hosting a coffee hour.  
See Connie Hibbard if you have 

any questions.

Hour Sign Up

(continued from page 2)

Notes fromthe Vestry (continued)

beautiful and Sarah reported it is planted and weeded thanks to 
volunteers.  Jack Mills brought up some concern about the safety of 
the front steps which will be brought to the Building and Grounds 
committee.  Youth group is on hiatus for the summer.  Peace Work 
which is multigenerational is planned for the summer.  Outreach has 
a Family Promise planned for the week of July 27th.   

Auction
Update

We have some 
exciting live auction 

items that have 
been donated for our 
September “Blessings in 

a Basket” Auction. You can 
look forward to bidding on 

handcrafted quilts, a stain 
glass creation, a pen and 
pencil set made from olive 

wood, a handcrafted wooden 
side table, and three wooden 
pews. A murder mystery 
dinner for eight will also be 

offered. So far, we have twelve 
people who have volunteered to 

make gift baskets. We would 
like to get our number 

up to twenty-five. Please 
consider creating a basket 
to help with our annual 
fund raiser. Remember 
the proceeds go to reduce 
our deficit budget and 

ten percent will go to our 
many outreach projects. 

Thank you for your support. If 
you have any questions, contact 
Denise Rayner.

Sundays, 
September 

22nd & 29th
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On the first Sunday of each 
month, Nancy Day takes scrip 
orders.  These are gift cards you 
purchase to spend at hundreds 
of businesses either in person 
or on line.  They also make 
great gifts!  There is zero cost to 
you, other than the face value 
of the card, and St. Jude’s gets a 
percentage of the total amount.  
A win-win.  

So, make sure you bring 
your checkbook to church 
on the first Sunday of each 
month.  You can fill out your 
order during coffee hour.  
The orders are sent in that 
afternoon, and the cards are 
picked up in Brighton that 
week and distributed the 
following Sunday.  

Calling All Golfers...

 This year’s Family Promise Gala fell a bit short of 
raising the necessary funds for ongoing operations. So, 
the Family Promise Board is holding a Charity Golf 
Outing to help out.   
 The outing will be held on Saturday September 
7th at Copper Ridge Golf Course in Davison.    The 
cost per golfer will be $80 and includes 18 holes of 
golf, breakfast, lunch (dogs at the turn) and dinner.    
It would be great to have a couple of foursomes 
representing St. Jude's.    
 Please consider joining us and inviting all of your 
golfing buddies. If you don’t have a foursome let Dave 
Rayner know and he can help find team members.    
 For the non-golfers amongst, you are invited to join 
us for dinner for only $25. Finally, there are lots 
of sponsorship opportunities at all price levels.   
Please see Dave Rayner for registration forms. 
 And as The Happenings would say, 
“See You in September!”

and supporters of 
Family Promise!
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Calling all Crafters!
St. Jude’s Episcopal Church in Fenton will be holding a

We invite you to be a part of this project! 

Friday & Saturday, November 15 & 16, 2019
in St. Jude’s Vandenbergh Hall

Juried Crafts &
Holiday Bazaar

Are you an artisan? A woodworker/craftsman? A potter? Do you have a 
hidden Van Gogh talent? Do you knit/crochet scarves, sweaters, hats?

 We are looking for individuals who may want to have an 
opportunity to sell their handmade products.  

This will be a juried event. 
 If you are interested in renting a booth or would like to donate 

products for the St. Jude’s booth please notify the 
St. Jude’s office (810-629-5681).

 Once we hear from you, a representative from the Bazaar 
Committee will be in touch with further information.
 This is a primary fundraiser to raise the funds needed 

for a future elevator lift, to aid in the accessibility of 
our parishoners and visitors.
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Date Hostess Title Author                         

July 23  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Nancy Day  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . The Tuscan Child  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Rhys Bowen

BOOK CLUB S C H E D U L E

Prayer Shawl 
Ministry

Our Prayer Shawl Ministry 
makes prayers tangible to those 
who are facing surgery, a serious 
illness, or any need. The making 
of a prayer shawl is a spiritual 
practice which embodies our 
thoughts and prayers for the 
receiver. It is a gift freely given 
with no strings attached. Made 
in prayer, as a prayer, for prayer, 
the shawls are passed on hand-to-
hand and heart-to-heart.

May, June, July and August, 
the prayer shawl ministry will 
meet only once a month on the 
third Monday of each month:  

July 1st
August 19th
The June meeting will be 

held at Connie Hibbard’s home, 
the other meeting sites are to be 
announced.  Meeting times are 
6:30-9:00 p.m.  

Materials needed:  
3 skeins of Lion Brand 
Homespun yarn
or
2 skeins of Barcelona 
(can be purchased at
Michael’s). For the bulky yarn 
(5 skeins). This brand is soft 
and will work.  
Size 13 circular knitting needles

As always, experience is 
not required — we can teach 
at the meetings.  All are invited 
to attend, even if they have 
no interest in knitting - the 
fellowship is grand!!

Questions? Contact: 
Deb James at 810-210-6305 or 
Judy Marinco at 810-629-8074

The church office will be open 
Monday, July 1 8:30 am - 4:30 pm 

and Tuesday, July 2 9 am - Noon only.  
The office will be closed beginning 

Wednesday, July 3 for 
Fourth of July Weekend.  

Everyone have a safe and happy 
holiday weekend.

July Fourth Weekend



July Birthdays
5th – Bob Warren
7th – Laurel White
10th – Mike Little
13th – Jerry Graham
14th – Liz Sailus
18th – Ron Trimmer
20th – James Simpson
21st – Kathy Kortge
 – Austin McQuillan
25th – Bruce Hardy
 – Shirley Gernack
26th – Connie Fry
28th – Bill McDonald
30th – Kathy Hopper

July Anniversaries
1st – Charles & Francine Johnston 
  (41 years)
7th – Lester & Nancy Jones 
  (46 years)
12th – Dave & Denise Rayner 
  (45 years)
28th – Jack & Rita Bretzke 
  (68 years)
29th – Scott & Sandra Smith 
  (47 years)
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Prayer List
For Michael, our Presiding 

Bishop; Catherine, our Bishop 
Provisional; Tracie, our Priest; 
for the Wardens and Vestry.  

 
For those in particular 

need of prayer:Jeremy Alber; 
Shanin Beall; Julie Beuchel; 
Dave Carr; Larry Chatham; 
D’Jair Cominotti; Steven G.; 
Joe Gipson; Carol Green; Bunny 
Gladfelter; Laura Hendricks; Pat 
Hinterman; Jaquline Hoskins; Clint 
Johnson; Kellie Johnson; Sydnie 
Jane Jones; Skylar King; Carl 
Koch; Michael Krauthofer; Lisa 
Langly; Leon Layman; Bill Lenny; 
Jeff Luebke; Carl Manzella; Theresa Maynard; Jack & 
Beverly Mills; Cheryl Nadrowski; Noel; John Pettipher; 
Paul Riley; Marilyn Safa; Spencer Sands; Larry Smith; Sarah Smith; 
Stan Spicer; Mary Louise Susalla; Howard Thorpe; Jennifer Ubil; 
Sandy West; Bob & Marcia Wittig.

 
And those in continuing need of prayer: John Babcock; David 

Barrows; Brett Beall; Jack & Rita Bretzke; Margot Brummett; Karen 
Cleaver; Alex Creamean; Betsy Davies; Erica and Gail Delaney; 
Gail Engdahl; John England; Ralph Gladfelter; Joan Graham; Brian 
Henderson; Mindy Kania; Ev Koller; Janel Koop; Paul Koop; Angela 
Koresh; Mary Kurtz; Leona; Aaron Oberle; Brian Paisley; Denny 
Sharpe; Arin Shinabarger; Nanae & Fukuko Shiraishi; Brian Smith; 
Susan Taber; Sandy Train; Ellen Tripp; Elijah Unkefer.

Pray for our St. Jude’s Family:
July 7 –  Sarah & Paul Dolza; Dot Dowlan; Julie DuPei
July 14 –  Larry & Pam Elder; Bonnie Ensign; 
  Rebecca Ensign
July 21 –  Josephine Feijoo; Mary Felix; Bruce & Glenda Fletcher; 
  Gaye Lynn Foor
July 28 –  Greg, Kris & Leigha Forsyth; Amy Freeman; 
  Bill & Marcia Freeman

Beacon Deadlines
Submissions for The Beacon are 

due by the 22nd of each month. 
Please submit them to Debbie Fry at 
debbiemcwilliams00@gmail.com.
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