
The Beacon
June 2019 (Our 161st Year) St. Jude’s Episcopal Church  • Fenton, Michigan

Growing with God... PUTTING FAITH INTO ACTION

Rector’s Report
New beginnings. It’s something that I’ve been reflecting on since 

applying for and being accepted into the D.Min. in Preaching program.  
New beginnings bring change.  Already the program has brought change 
into my life with lots of extra reading and writing.  It’s also brought some 
changes in how I experiment with sermon preparation and delivery.  Last 
Sunday I “tried on” a new method of preparation that took me out of my 
comfort zone and which invited a different style of delivery.  At coffee hour I 
wandered from table to table and grouping to grouping inviting comments 
on how the sermon was heard.  That reflecting helped me to understand 
what parts of this new technique worked, what didn’t and where I need 
to concentrate on growing.  Your comments were invaluable to me and I 
appreciate your honesty more than words can say.  Over the next year you’ll 
have more opportunities to help me reflect on my work.

New beginnings.  The season of Easter provides us with all kinds of 
stories about new beginnings and the changes they bring.  A church that 
expands its boundaries, stretching the understanding of who’s in and 
who’s out.  We also learn more about what it means to be a follower of 
Jesus; what it means to be a disciple.  No longer could the apostles and 
the followers of Jesus rely on Jesus to do God’s work.  Now they had to 
share in that work.  The readings over this past season have helped us 
all to learn that we all have a part to play in sharing Jesus’s ministry and 
revealing God’s Kingdom.

New beginnings.  They are all around us.  Every day is a new day.  Every 
day brings new opportunities to witness and share God’s love.  Every day is 
a new beginning.  Every single day!  

Where are your new beginnings taking you?  
 • How do you see the Spirit of God at work in your new beginnings?
 • What changes do your new beginnings bring?
June 9 we will be celebrating all kinds of new beginnings.  We will 

welcome Lynne Ronthi as newly confirmed, we will celebrate our middle 

106 East Elizabeth St.
Fenton, MI 48430-2322

810-629-5681
E-Mail: 

stjudeschurchfenton106@gmail.com

The Reverend Tracie Little
810-300-9177

E-Mail: TracieLLittle@gmail.com

Intern: Paul Brunell
810-618-3453

Liz Sailus,
Administrative Assistant

Office Hours: 
Monday & Thursday:
9:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m.

Tuesday & Wednesday: 
9:00 a.m.-noon

Minister of Music
Marlene J. Weston

810-658-2683

Director of Christian Formation: 
Kris Forsyth

810-208-0886

Sunday Services: 
Holy Eucharist

8:00 and 10:30 a.m.

Coffee Hour follows 10:30 service

1

(continued on page 2)



 
 

2

Rector’s Report (continued)

(continued from page 1)

schoolers as they step into a new phase of life, and we will share again 
the new beginning that Pentecost was and is.  

I invite you to reflect on your new beginnings.  These questions 
are not the only questions you may find yourself answering.  If 
you’re comfortable, why not share something about your new 
beginnings over on our St. Jude’s blog.  You can find that on the 
website at this link:

http://www.stjudesfenton.com/?page_id=858
New beginnings.  They are a part of life.  At times they are 

exciting.  At times they are unsolicited and even unwanted.  At times 
they are stressful.  Always... ALWAYS... God is in the midst of our new 
beginnings.  Where might our new beginnings be taking us?

Blessings,

Tracie+

The Vestry met for the month of May on the 29th to review the 
Financial documents and reports from all the various active Ministries 
of St. Jude’s.  The Treasurer, Michelle Gangwer was on hand to go over 
the financial information and inform the Vestry about any concerns.  
Tracie reported that the problem about the overages in Gas and Electric 
was resolved after an investigation which resulted in a $5000.00 credit 
from Consumer’s Energy. She made arrangements that the meter 
would be read manually going forward to assure accuracy.  It was 
noted that the Lawn cutting line needed to be added to the report 
and Michelle stated that she would take care of that item and also 
review the outcomes of her spred of Revenues to ensure the accuracy.  
Tracie informed us about upcoming Liturgies with Graduates and a 
Confirmation which includes Lynne Ronthi which will be celebrated 
at St. Jude’s on June 9th with a special coffee hour. She informed us 
about the efforts to comply with the rules about Eucharistic visiting 
and the frustration with putting together a team. Diocesan rules 
require background checks and completion of safe church training.  
There will be additional changes coming regarding working with 
children and other safety strategies per the Diocese.  

Tracie also informed the Vestry about the status of her work 
on her D. of Ministry program.   She is moving forward in getting 

(continued on page 3)

Music Notes
It is incredible that we are in 

June.  On June 2, we welcomed 
Tracy Dunlop, violinist, to our 
worship.  The musical selections 
will be extra special.  The 
choir sings for a final time on 
Pentecost, June 9.  The music is 
very joyous as we celebrate the 
coming of the Holy Spirit to the 
Christian church.

This brings a close to the 
music ministry season for 
another year.  St. Jude’s Ringers 
tolled their final time several 
weeks ago.  It has been a busy 
and fulfilling season.  

Thank you to all our talented 
and dedicated musicians who 
give so freely of their time. This 
includes not just in worship, 
but in the other ministries of 
the church since many serve in 
other capacities as well.   

We have a great need for 
more singers and ringers. 
Please consider either joining 
us or recommending someone 
we may not be aware of.  

We will resume in September. 
Have a blessed summer.  

Marlene Weston

Notes fromthe Vestry
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Our sincere thanks to those 
who provided nourishment 

for the body and soul 
during May.  Thank you 

to the Cronks; Sue Premo 
and Connie Hibbard; Dee 

Grossmann; 
Judy & Mike Marinco.

Crust continues to 
graciously send their 

delicious (and plentiful!) 
coffee cake on a weekly 

basis – for which we give 
our thanks too!  

“Every day they continued to meet 
together…they broke bread in their 

homes and ate together with glad and 
sincere hearts.” 

Acts 2:46-47

The sign-up sheet for coffee 
hour is on the bulletin board 
in Vandenbergh Hall.  Please 

consider hosting a coffee hour.  
See Connie Hibbard if you have 

any questions.

Hour Sign Up

(continued from page 2)

ready for her first trip to Chicago on June 16th.  Tracie identified her 
Support Team: David & Debbie James, Mark Jagos, John Pettipher, 
Lois Hartranft, Bill Anderson, Denise Rayner and Josephine Feijoo, 
all of whom have committed to meet, consult, attend specific sermons 
and offer input and critique to support Tracie’s learning process with 
the Congregation’s perspective. 

There are some repairs in process in the Sanctuary and plans 
to install new Oak flooring in August. Dan White along with Paul 
Dolza and Greg are working on this project. There are plans to make 
additional repairs to the handicap ramp and organization of storage 
in the basement.  Kris informed us that there are some innovative 
activities planned: Peace Works: Empowering Generations of 
Peacemakers! This will include intergenerational activities, games, 
crafts and stories from around the world. Pentacost is coming soon 
and the Youth will be recognized with a Rite of Passage that Sunday.  
Lots of wonderful activities planned.

Notes fromthe Vestry (continued)

P
Sunday, June 9 is Pentecost Sunday.  

entecost
R E M I N D E R

Please remember to wear red that morning to church!
Also that morning, we will be having a special Potluck 

Coffee hour to celebrate Lynne Ronthi’s confirmation and 
the Rite of Passage of some of our youth.  Sign up to bring a 
dish to pass on the board in Vandenbergh Hall!
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On the first Sunday of each 
month, Nancy Day takes scrip 
orders.  These are gift cards you 
purchase to spend at hundreds 
of businesses either in person 
or on line.  They also make 
great gifts!  There is zero cost 
to you, other than the face 
value of the card, and St. Jude’s 
gets a percentage of the total 
amount.  A win-win.  So, make 
sure you bring your checkbook 
to church on the first Sunday 
of each month.  You can fill 
out your order during coffee 
hour.  The orders are sent in 
that afternoon, and the cards 
are picked up in Brighton 
that week and distributed the 
following Sunday.  

Kitchen Fridge
We are going to be cleaning out the kitchen fridge at least once at 

the end of EVERY MONTH.  If you wish for something to be kept, it 
must have your name and a date on it so that we know it is still good.  
Thank you for helping to keep our kitchen clean and organized!

Summer Read
Over the summer, our Sunday Adult Formation group will be 

participating once again in a summer read.  We read a book over the 
summer and come back in the fall for a couple sessions at 9:30 am 
on Sundays to discuss the book we’ve read.  This year’s book is $2.00 
a Day: Living on Almost Nothing in America by Kathryn Edin & H. 
Luke Shaeffer.  Pick up a copy of the book and read over the summer 
so you can participate in our discussion this fall!

Adopt an Area
This year the Building and Grounds committee has begun an 

adoption program for both the grounds and our building.  We are 
looking for volunteers to adopt various areas within the grounds 
and the building.  A sign up sheet is also located in Vandenbergh 
Hall.  The service you will provide may be performed on your 
schedule.  Those unable to take part in the adoption program are also 
given the opportunity to donate  toward the building and grounds 
upkeep.  If you are willing to donate make a check out to St. Jude’s 
Episcopal Church and mark it for the building and grounds.

“In Other News"

The Parish Breakfast
is scheduled for 

Saturday, June 15
at 9:00 a.m.  

The Group meets at Mega Coney Island 
on Owen Rd. in Fenton.  

We look forward to seeing you there!
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Calling all Crafters!
St. Jude’s Episcopal Church in Fenton will be holding a

We invite you to be a part of this project! 

Friday & Saturday, November 15 & 16, 2019
in St. Jude’s Vandenbergh Hall

Juried Crafts &
Holiday Bazaar

Are you an artisan? A woodworker/craftsman? A potter? Do you have a hid-
den Van Gogh talent? Do you knit/crochet scarves, sweaters, hats?

 We are looking for individuals who may want to have an opportu-
nity to sell their handmade products.  

This will be a juried event. 
 If you are interested in renting a booth or would like to donate 

products for the St. Jude’s booth please notify the 
St. Jude’s office (810-629-5681) no later than 

Saturday, June 15, 2019.
 Once we hear from you, a representative from the Bazaar 
Committee will be in touch with further information.

 This is a primary fundraiser to raise the funds needed 
for a future elevator lift, to aid in the accessibility of 
our parishoners and visitors.

5
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Volunteers Needed

The Building and grounds 
committee is looking for some 
volunteers for the following:

• Striping the parking lot.  Date 
not set yet but please let Ron Trimmer 
or Mike Marinco know if your willing 
to help.

• Scraping and staining the handicap 
Ramp.  Also willing to donate the Stain.  Please let 
the office know or Ron Trimmer.

• On Saturday June 8 St. Jude’s will received the mulch for 
the garden and the church grounds.  Thanks to the lead of Kelly 
Cronk.  Those available to help would  be much appreciated.  Please 
let Kelly or Liza know that you can be there to help.  Maybe bring a 
wheel barrel if you have one.

• Lilac bush (tree)  on the east side of the parking lot needs to 
be trimmed and prune.  Any volunteers willing to do it.  Please let the 
office know.

• Any volunteers willing to scrap and stain the handicap 
ramp,  again let office know.

The committee is also looking for some volunteers 
for the following:

1.  Striping the parking lot.  Date not set yet but please let Ron 
Trimmer or Mike Marinco know if your willing to help.

2. Scraping and staining the handicap Ramp.  Also willing to 
donate the Stain.  Please let the office know or Ron Trimmer.

Building and Grounds Update

Date Hostess Title Author                         

June 25  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Kathy Kortge  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . The Residence  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Kate Anderson

July 23  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Nancy Day  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . The Tuscan Child  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Rhys Bowen

BOOK CLUB S C H E D U L E

Prayer Shawl 
Ministry

Our Prayer Shawl Ministry 
makes prayers tangible to those 
who are facing surgery, a serious 
illness, or any need. The making 
of a prayer shawl is a spiritual 
practice which embodies our 
thoughts and prayers for the 
receiver. It is a gift freely given 
with no strings attached. Made 
in prayer, as a prayer, for prayer, 
the shawls are passed on hand-to-
hand and heart-to-heart.

May, June, July and August, 
the prayer shawl ministry will 
meet only once a month on the 
third Monday of each month:  

June 17th
July 1st
August 19th
The June meeting will be 

held at Connie Hibbard’s home, 
the other meeting sites are to be 
announced.  Meeting times are 
6:30-9:00 p.m.  

Materials needed:  
3 skeins of Lion Brand 
Homespun yarn
or
2 skeins of Barcelona 
(can be purchased at
Michael’s). For the bulky yarn 
(5 skeins). This brand is soft 
and will work.  
Size 13 circular knitting needles

As always, experience is 
not required — we can teach 
at the meetings.  All are invited 
to attend, even if they have 
no interest in knitting - the 
fellowship is grand!!

Questions? Contact: 
Deb James at 810-210-6305 or 
Judy Marinco at 810-629-8074
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It has been the tradition of St. Jude’s to hold an auction, semi-annually, to raise 
money for the general operating fund to off-set our deficit budget. It is also important 
to note that 10% of the proceeds go to our Outreach program. This year we will have 
a silent auction for gift baskets  and a live auction, as well.

Here’s how the event will work: the silent auction portion will take place two 
Sundays in a row. Bidding time will take place after the 8:00 a.m. and 10:30 a.m. services 

each week, with final bids ending around 12:15 p.m. on the 2nd Sunday. (Bids will carry through 
from week to week.) All the silent auction items will be gift baskets donated by the good people of St. Judes. We 
hope to have 30 baskets of varying theme and value. ($30-$100) There will be a list of theme ideas on the bulletin 
board to get your creative juices flowing if you need help. Choosing and signing up for a theme early will give you 
plenty of time to look for items during the summer and early fall. If you need assistance arranging and wrapping 
your basket, the committee will be happy to help.

After the final bids are ended for the silent auction on the 2nd Sunday (September 
29th), a live auction presenting works of art created by our parishioners, as well as home- 
made dinners, wine tastings or boat trips, will take place. (You will be able to view the 
live auction items a week in advance.) A special potluck coffee hour will also take place. You 
won’t want to miss it! We invite our 8:00 a.m. members to return to church by noon for all 
the festivities. Also, encourage friends and relatives to join you for worship and fellowship on 
auction Sundays.

Look for more information and reminders about the Blessings in a Basket 
Auction as the time grows near, keeping in mind 
how blessed we are to be part of the St. Jude’s family. 
Remember to sign up for a theme basket early. 

Please contact Denise Rayner (248-634-2748) or 
Freya Hutchinson(248-328-0874) if you have 
any questions.

Sundays, September 22nd & 29th

Auction

St. Jude’s



June Birthdays
 1st – Beverly Mills
  – Bob Simpson
 2nd – Tess DuPei
 6th – Paul Dolza
  – Lois Hartranft
 7th – Amy Freeman
 8th – Clay Putnam 
 10th – Linda Freeman
 13th – Bill Anderson
 14th – Leigha Forsyth
         – Ev Koller
 15th – Craig Adams
 16th – Nancy Mason
 18th – Bob Alexander
  – Debbie James
  – Ashley Ransley
 20th – Lynell Wright
 22nd – Doug Koch
 24th – Robbie Hunt
  – Christine Szostak
 25th – John Vitovsky
 30th – Mike Green

June Anniversaries
 25th – John & Carol Pettipher 
   (53 years) 
 26th – Bob & Kim Alexander 
   (37 years)
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Prayer List
For Michael, our Presiding 

Bishop; Catherine, our Bishop 
Provisional; Tracie, our Priest; for 
the Wardens and Vestry.    

 
For those in particular need 

of prayer: Jeremy Alber; Shanin 
Beall; Julie Beuchel; Dave Carr; 
Larry Chatham; D’Jair Cominotti; 
Steven G.; Joe Gipson; Carol Green; 
Bunny Gladfelter; Laura Hendricks; 
Pat Hinterman; Jaquline Hoskins; 
Clint Johnson; Kellie Johnson; Sydnie 
Jane Jones; Skylar King; Carl Koch; 
Michael Krauthofer; Lisa Langly; 
Leon Layman; Bill Lenny; Jeff Luebke; 
Carl Manzella; Theresa Maynard; Jack 
& Beverly Mills; Cheryl Nadrowski; Noel; John Pettipher; 
Paul Riley; Marilyn Safa; Spencer Sands; Larry Smith; Sarah 
Smith; Stan Spicer; Mary Louise Susalla; Howard Thorpe; Jennifer 
Ubil; Sandy West; Bob & Marcia Wittig.

 
And those in continuing need of prayer: John Babcock; David 

Barrows; Brett Beall; Jack & Rita Bretzke; Margot Brummett; Karen 
Cleaver; Alex Creamean; Betsy Davies; Erica and Gail Delaney; 
Gail Engdahl; John England; Ralph Gladfelter; Joan Graham; Brian 
Henderson; Mindy Kania; Ev Koller; Janel Koop; Paul Koop; Angela 
Koresh; Mary Kurtz; Leona; Aaron Oberle; Brian Paisley; Denny 
Sharpe; Arin Shinabarger; Nanae & Fukuko Shiraishi; Brian Smith; 
Susan Taber; Sandy Train; Ellen Tripp; Elijah Unkefer.

Pray for our St. Jude’s Family:
 June 2 –  Teresa Bush; David & Carol Chambers; 
   Ronald, Jennifer, Sophia & Conner Chambers
 June 9 –  Shane, Heather & Hayden Chambers; 
   Harry & Linda Chciuk; Tony & Susan Cillufo
 June 16 –  Lana, Marcus & Julian Clark; 
   Jessie Clawson & Becky Trier; Kelly & Lisa Cronk
 June 23 –  Sally Crouter; Sandy Davis; Nancy Day
 June 30 –  Gail Delaney; Dee Dickens; Sally Diehl

Beacon Deadlines
Submissions for The Beacon are 

due by the 22nd of each month. 
Please submit them to Debbie Fry at 
debbiemcwilliams00@gmail.com.



 

 

Communion Bread Bakers: 
June – Judy Marinco    July – Nancy Day August – Terri Hutchins 

WORSHIP LEADERS for June 2019 
 LEM (s) 

2nd CHALISE 

PRAYERS 

READER (S) 

 

USHERS COFFEE HOUR VESTRY 

PERSON OF 

THE DAY 

ALTAR 

GUILD 

June 9 - Pentecost 
 

8 am 
 

Mary Louise S. 
 

Chet Susalla --------- --------- --------- --------- 

 

10:30 

am 

 

 

Greg Forsyth 

Dee Grossmann 

Paul Dolza 

 

 

 

Bob Simpson 

 
Lorraine Moller 

Charlie Johnston 

 

 

 

Potluck 

Celebration 

 

Charlie Johnston 

 

 

Sarah Dolza 

Gay Adams 

June 16 
 

8 am 
 

 

Clay Putnam 
 

Josephine Feijoo --------- --------- --------- --------- 

 

10:30 

am 

 

 

Amy Freeman 

Dave Rayner 

Dee Grossmann 

 

Jack & Bev 

Mills 

 
Nancy Day 

Lynne Ronthi 

 

 

Grossmann 

 

Jack Mills 

 

 

Mary Ellen 

Mary Louise 

June 23 
 

8 am 

 

 

Mary Louise S. 
 

Ron Trimmer --------- --------- --------- --------- 

 

10:30 

am 

 

 

Paul Dolza 

Paul Dolza 

Amy Freeman 

 

Bob Simpson 

 

Lisa & Kelly 

Cronk 

 

Hutchins/ 

Wagschal 

 

Denise Rayner 

 

Dee Grossmann 

Judi Harris 

Lisa Cronk 

June 30 
 

8 am 
 

Clay Putnam 
 

??? --------- --------- --------- --------- 

 

10:30 

am 
 

 

Greg Forsyth 

Lynn Hopper 

Paul Dolza 

 

 

 

Amy Freeman 

 
Dave & Denise 

Rayner 

 

 

Freeman 

 

??? 

 

 

Christine S. 

Lois Hartranft 

July 7 
 

8 am 
 

??? 
 

Lois Hartranft --------- --------- --------- --------- 

 

10:30 

am 

 

 

 

??? 

 

 

 

Raquel Gazzi 

 
Dave & Debbie 

James 

 

 

 

??? 

 

Charlie Johnston 

 

 

Terri Hutchins 

Francine J. 

July 14 
 

8 am 
 

??? 
 

Josephine Feijoo --------- --------- --------- --------- 

 

10:30 

am 

 

 

 

??? 

 

 

 

Dave & Debbie 

James 

 
Lorraine Moller 

Charlie Johnston 

 

 

 

??? 

 

Debbie James 

 

 

Gaye Foor 

Lorraine Moller 



A favorite and familiar story in Luke’s 
Gospel is “Jesus in the Temple at twelve 
years old”. Mary and Joseph, like faithful 
Jewish parents, brought their family to Je-
rusalem for the annual festival of the Passo-
ver. Many families from Nazareth traveled 
together, children chasing one another be-
tween and around the adults. Families 
looked out for one another. Like all 
the parents, Mary and Joseph trav-
eled confidently, knowing that car-
ing adults were looking out wher-
ever their children ran. So, it’s no 
surprise that when the family re-
turned after the festival was over, 
Mary and Joseph didn’t notice Je-
sus was missing until it was time 
for the evening meal. We know the 
rest of this story: Mary and Joseph hurry 
back to Jerusalem, and after looking for 
their son for days, they finally find Jesus in 
the Temple, sitting among the elders. 

The passage ends with this phrase: “And 
Jesus increased in wisdom and in years, and 
in divine and human favour.” We are as-
sured that letting our children go and find 
their way to and in their Father’s house is 
an important part of parenting teens. I have 
been wondering, however, about the pre-
ceding passage, the one we read at Christ-
mas. It, too, closes with a similar proclama-
tion, “The child became strong, filled with 
wisdom; and the favour of God was upon 
him.” Can this story also inform our parent-
ing of children? Have we missed something 
by starting with the “Boy Jesus in the Tem-
ple” as our foundational story for teens? I 
believe we have, and have missed im-
portant pointers to raising children in com-
munity. 

The story begins with Jesus being named 

eight days after he was born, as was the 
custom. Jesus is then present-ed in the tem-
ple for purification, again as was custom. 
What can we learn? To raise children with 
faith, parents must practice the customs of 
our faith.  In particular, worship.   

Christian Smith’s research confirms this. 
[Souls in Transition by Christian 
Smith & Patricia Snell from Ox-
ford University Press, 2009.] 
Christian practices of parents are 
the greatest predictor of whether 
children will have faith as adults. 
According to Smith, among all 
the practices, worship is most 
important. Sunday School will 
enrich your child’s understanding 

of our stories and faith tradition. Outreach 
is the natural response to Christ’s love. 
Both are part of a fuller life in Christ. But, 
if a family must choose one, choose wor-
ship. Eucharist is where the community 
meets Christ and God most deeply. It is 
where we experience God’s sacrificial love 
most intimately. In it we are fed to do 
God’s work in the world. 

The story in Luke continues with Simeon, 

who comes into the Temple. The Holy 

Spirit reveals to him that Jesus is God’s 

salvation. Simeon responds by blessing Je-

sus and his parents, sharing with them what 

he has seen. The prophet Anna similarly 

blesses Jesus, praising God and speaking 

about the child to everyone. What do we 

learn from Simeon and Anna? Bless the 

children. Anna and Simeon are not Jesus’ 

parents.  

  Continued on next page 
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For Children, Youth & Families 

• Kindness Rocks revisited:  Sundays, June 16th & 

23rd after the 10:30 service.  Join us 

in making some Kindness Rocks to 

plant here or there or somewhere 

for someone to discover.  We’ll bring 

rocks and paint.  You bring inspira-

tional words and designs!   

• Peace Works:  Empowering the 

Next Generation of Peacemakers:  

Sundays, July 14th, 21st, 28th and 

August 4th & 11th at St. Jude’s.  Come join us as we 

explore the themes of Aloha, Ubuntu, Shalom, 

Agape, Heiwa and Si Se Puede during worship and at 

activity tables during coffee hour.   

 

Page 2 

Multi-Generational & More Faith Formation Programs 

• Summer Godly Play & Beulah Land for children in 

Pre-K—5th Grade:  Summer GP 

or BL runs from 10:25am until 

about 11:15 when we head up 

participate in the Liturgy of the 

Table with the rest of the congre-

gation.  We will not have GP/ BL 

on Sunday, June 9th or Sunday, 

June 30th.  The nursery will be 

open on those days.   

• Camp Fun & Faith Formation:  June, July & August 

at Chickagami.  Four weeks of Resident camps for 

children and youth.  Family Camp!  Retreats for 

adults too!  St. Jude’s camp fund supports our 

folks’ participation at Camp Chickagami? 

Beulah Land Summer Stories 

They are part of the faith community.  The lesson for us, 

then is to invite other adults in you community to bless 

children. 

Blessings can be formal such as blessing youth at a mile-
stone in their lives. Blessings can also be informal, such 
as meaningful relationships with adults who care and 
take a sincere interest in the well being of young people. 
A parishioner at my church talked with our son for two 
hours about his alma mater.  My son has chosen to at-
tend that college.  

As a teen, I sought the advice of trusted adults at church 
about topics I wasn’t prepared to discuss with my par-
ents. An interested and caring adult lets a child know 
that she is a valued and a central member of the commu-
nity. 

Mentors can also bless children (as Simeon and Anna 
did) by letting parents know the wonders of their chil-
dren. Sometimes it can be a challenge for a parent to see 

beyond the troubles of the moment. Parents welcome 
good news that their children are capable, kind and com-
passionate. Again, Christian Smith’s research affirms the 
practice of a community blessing its children with adult 
mentors. “In almost all cases [in which a teens continues 
to attend church as an adult] necessary among these vari-
ables are strong, personal relationships with adults who 
bond with teenagers to faith communities” (Smith, 227). 
Intergenerational events is one avenue in which relation-
ships can be built.  [Adults who work with Youth are 
another).   

In the end, Mary and Joseph returned home, and “the 
child grew and became strong, filled with wisdom; and 
the favour of God was upon him.” A home where chil-
dren worship and are blessed by their community is a 
home where the faith of our children will grow. 

This first article appeared at buildfaith.org, a forum for 

Christian educators hosted by Church Publishing. 

Filled With Wisdom continued... 
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