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St. Jude’s Episcopal Church • Fenton, Michigan

Growing with God... Putting Faith into Action

At our Annual Meeting last Sunday, those who gathered affirmed this
statement as a new mission/vision statement. To read how this statement
came to be and to understand what some of the expectations and dreams
are for planned small group gatherings over this coming year, please look
at the Annual Meeting booklet under the “Looking Ahead” section for the
Rector’s reflections.
I’d like to share some of my own thoughts with regards to this new
statement and what the phrases mean to me and how I life my faith.
For me, Growing with God is a statement that describes every aspect
of my life. My faith didn’t begin with a Damascus road experience that
completely changed my life in an instant. Instead, I would describe my
coming to faith as a kind of journey and it’s a journey that continues even
today. As I’ve grown with God over the years, I would say that my faith has
continued to grow and deepen and as it has, it has become a foundational
piece of who I am as an individual. Growing with God has become, for me,
an intentional piece of every day. I grow with God as I sit in quiet prayer,
listening for God first and foremost and in talking with God. I grow with
God as I open the scriptures and read the story of God’s presence with our
ancestors, God’s challenge for them and for us. I grow with God as I open
myself to creative endeavors through which I ask what it is that God is
showing me through the process and product I create. I grow with God as
I open myself to seeing and hearing God’s presence in those I interact with
throughout my day. I grow with God as I wonder at the beauty and diversity
of all of God’s creation. I suppose at the root of all of these statements and
more that I could frame here now, is a deep and abiding awareness of God’s
presence in my life. As that awareness deepens and changes, that, for me is
an indication that I’m GROWING WITH GOD. It’s a process that I pray
will never end!
(continued on page 2)
1

106 East Elizabeth St.
Fenton, MI 48430-2322
810-629-5681
E-Mail:
stjudeschurchfenton106@gmail.com
The Reverend Tracie Little
810-300-9177
E-Mail: TracieLLittle@gmail.com
Intern: Paul Brunell
810-618-3453
Liz Sauvie,
Administrative Assistant
Office Hours:
Monday & Thursday:
9:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m.
Tuesday & Wednesday:
9:00 a.m.-noon
Minister of Music
Marlene J. Weston
810-658-2683
Director of Christian Formation:
Kris Forsyth
810-208-0886
Sunday Services:
Holy Eucharist
8:00 and 10:30 a.m.
Coffee Hour follows 10:30 service

Rector’s Report (continued)

From the Vestry
January 2019

(continued from page 1)

Putting Faith into Action. Now that’s a phrase that’s changed
for me over the years. In the beginning, I think the action was very
simple. Just showing up was putting faith into action for some time.
Then, as I began to grow deeper in love with God, it began to shift.
Sometimes it was responding to a particular need at a particular
time. Maybe that was filling a grocery bag with non-perishable food
items to be shared with those in need. Maybe it was saying yes to
serving as a Sunday School coordinator who learned to and did write
curriculum. At times it was starting a youth group from scratch
and growing with them through two mission trips and seeing them
through to high school graduation and off to college. There have been
times when putting faith into action was just sitting with someone in
silence. Putting faith into action re-taught me how to play as I was
spirited through the hallways of the seminary in a shopping cart all
the while laughing a deep belly laugh. It also taught me how to pray
with creativity as I painted a brandy glass in a process that didn’t go
as planned and yet became a beautiful candle holder that continues to
teach me the depths of what it means to be loved by God.
I’m curious…what do those sentences mean to you? Where do
your reflections take you?
I’m also curious about what those two statements mean to us as
a whole, as a worshipping community of faith? Where might our
collective reflections take us?
The answers to those questions are some of the things we’ll be
exploring in those small group gatherings. I wonder……where will
our reflections take us?
Blessings,

Tracie+
Leadership 2019
Vestry
Leaving Vestry... Thank you for your service!
Ty Fry, Kathy Kortge, Terri Hutchins, Ron Trimmer
Going off 2020:
Sarah Dolza, Mark Jagos, Denise Rayner, Dan White
Going off 2021:
Josephine Feijoo, Jackie Richardson, Jerry Rucker, Crista Spencer
For election this year and going off in 2022:
Debbie James, Charlie Johnston, Jack Mills, Diane Putnam
Diocesan Convention Delegates
Beverly and Jack Mills
John and Carol Pettipher
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The Vestry met to review
finances and reports prior to the
Annual Meeting. The Financial
were discussed and Jerry
Rucker noted the deficit though
$10,596.79 was a little better that
anticipated.
Ron Trimmer presented a
great idea to begin to develop St.
Jude’s as a destination for a great
Christmas Bazaar beginning this
year on November 15th & 16th.
He is dedicated to the installation
of an elevator or lift at St. Jude’s
and obtained agreement from
the Vestry that profits would be
set aside to accrue to install the
equipment in the future.
Tracie brought a couple of
issues to the Vestry for review –
the first is support of her decision
to complete a Doc. Of Ministry.
She isn’t going anywhere! Just
three weeks a year for the
next three years she will be in
Chicago. She was supported by
the Vestry and will receive three
consecutive weeks of continuing
education. Supply priest will be
paid through custodial funds
designated to pay for continuing
education. The second issue is
the possibility of hiring a Curate.
She informed the Vestry that the
Diocese asked if St. Jude’s would
participate in their project to
increase the hiring of Curate’s
and will assist in funding. The
Vestry agreed to meet with the
Diocese representative to explore
if it is possible financially.
Many thanks to the Vestry
members completing their
service. Tracie brought gifts.

Music Notes
Our sincere thanks to those
who provided nourishment
for the body and soul
during January. Thank you
to the Connie Hibbard,
the Cronks, everyone who
brought a dish to pass for the
Annual Meeting coffee hour
and to the Social Committee
and Nancy Day for organizing
the Chili coffee hour!
Crust continues to graciously
send their delicious (and
plentiful!) coffee cake on a
weekly basis – for which we
give our thanks too!
“Every day they continued to meet
together…they broke bread in their
homes and ate together with glad
and sincere hearts.”
Acts 2:46-47

Hour Sign Up
The sign-up sheet for coffee
hour is on the bulletin board
in Vandenbergh Hall. Please
consider hosting a coffee hour.
See Connie Hibbard if you have
any questions.

This year February falls entirely within the
Epiphany season. The Epiphany theme of Christ,
the Light of the World, continues as the gospel
lessons are drawn from the gospel of Luke. We
are to come to Him as His contemporaries did (He
Comes to Us, this Carpenter) and seek forgiveness
(Forgive our sins as we forgive). We are also instructed
to love our neighbors as ourselves (Jesu, Jesu, fill us with your love)
and heed Luke’s telling of the Beatitudes (Blest are they.) We are
Christ’s representatives in the world (Christ Has No Hands but Ours.)
On February 17, we will be joined by Tracy Dunlop, violin, for
worship. The musical selections always have a special joyousness with
her sweet sound.
May we reflect the light of Christ to the world around us.

Marlene Weston

St. Jude’s Prayer Shawl Ministry

Come one, come all... this ministry is open to men and women.
Don’t know how to knit or crochet? Those who wish to learn
either will have an opportunity to do so. Experienced knitters and
crocheters on hand most meetings.
Our Prayer Shawl Ministry makes prayers tangible to those who are
facing surgery, a serious illness, or any need. The making of a prayer
shawl is a spiritual practice which embodies our thoughts and prayers
for the receiver. It is a gift freely given with no strings attached. Made in
prayer, as a prayer, for prayer, the shawls are passed on hand-to-hand
and heart-to-heart.
In general, the meetings are the 1st and 3rd Mondays (PLEASE
NOTE: DAY CHANGE from Tuesdays to Mondays) of the month at
6:30 p.m. at Connie Hibbard’s home.
February 4th and 18th; March 4th and 18th; April 1st and 15th
Questions?
Contact Deb James at 810-210-6305 or
Judy Marinco at 810-629-8074
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Upcoming Outreach Opportunities

We have several upcoming Outreach activities.
Our next Family Promise week is February 3 - 9. There is a sign up
for dinner, overnight and Saturday afternoon hosts on the Outreach
board in Vandenbergh Hall.
Our next Food Truck Give-away will take place on Saturday,
February 23. There is a sign up for volunteers to help with that on the
Outreach board in Vandenbergh Hall.
Please mark your calendars now that our School Lunch Food
Give-away to provide for families with school kids who will be on
spring break, will be Saturday, March 23.

Play Outing

The afternoon of Sunday, February 24, there is an outing to see the
Fenton Village Players perform “The Diary of Anne Frank”. A sign up
for tickets is on the bulletin board in Vandenbergh Hall.

Card Ministry

Thank you to Lynne Ronthi for doing such a good job of sending
out cards to people to celebrate birthdays and anniversaries and when
they need to know that their St. Jude’s family is thinking of them or
praying for them. If you have spare cards that you’re not using, please
bring them in to the office or give to Lynne. We can definitely use them.
Another thing that is always useful are postage stamps! Thank you!

Spring Worship Leader Trainings
Enriching Our Worship & Alternative Liturgies

This class will take a look at the other resources approved by the
Episcopal Church for use within congregations, including Enriching
Our Worship (EOW). This class is for those already licensed as worship
leaders. $25/person. March 9th at St. Jude’s, Fenton, 10-4pm or April
6th at St. Bartholomew’s, Mio, 10-4pm.

Annual Meeting Reports

If you missed the Sunday, January 20th annual meeting, the
reports are available on the church website:
stjudesfenton.com
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On the first Sunday of
each month, Nancy Day
takes scrip orders. These
are gift cards you purchase
to spend at hundreds of
businesses either in person
or on line. They also make
great gifts! There is zero
cost to you, other than the
face value of the card, and
St. Jude’s gets a percentage
of the total amount. A winwin. So, make sure you bring
your checkbook to church
on the first Sunday of each
month. You can fill out your
order during coffee hour.
The orders are sent in that
afternoon, and the cards are
picked up in Brighton that
week and distributed the
following Sunday.

Something Unforseen

Thank you to everyone who contributed to our new sound
system. Reports from the congregation have been incredibly positive
as sound now reaches everyone and is much clearer than with the old
system. In addition to our original purchases, we have now purchases
two lapel mike attachments for the two body packs. The ear pieces
were impossible for some people to use and thanks to two generous
anonymous donations, those additions were fully funded.
We have experienced something that we did not expect. In
moving the choir up behind the Altar, they are unable to hear the
service. Sound goes out from the new speaker but does not travel
back to them. We asked for and received a quote for the installation
of speakers up behind the Altar so that the choir can fully participate
in our worship. We only need one speaker, however, in order to have
symmetry and balance, the company also quoted on two speakers. I
tend to agree that balance and symmetry are important. the total cost
for the installation of two speakers is $1800. Are you able to contribute
to that cost? If so, please write a check and note in the memo line that
it is for the choir speakers. Once we have the total required, we will
order the speakers and arrange for their installation.
Thank you in advance for helping the choir to hear and fully
participate in our corporate worship!

BOOK CLUB
Date

Hostess

SCHEDULE
Title

Author		

February 26 .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Mary Ellen Hazell .  .  .  .  .  .  . Things Fall Apart .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Chinua Achebe
March 26  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Freya Hutchinson .  .  .  .  .  .  . Mrs. Lincoln’s Dressmaker .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Jennifer Chiavemini
April 23 .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Denise Rayner .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Ordinary Grace .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . William Kent Krueger
May 28 .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Judy Marinco .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . The Summer of Great Grandmothers  .  .  .  .  .  . Madeline L’Engle
June 25 .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Kathy Kortge  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . The Residence  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Kate Anderson
July 23  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Nancy Day .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . The Tuscan Child .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Rhys Bowen
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Sign Up Sheets

The new altar flower and
coffee hour sign-up sheets
are on the bulletin board in
Vandenbergh Hall.
Please consider signing up
to provide the flowers we have
on altar each Sunday or to host
a coffee hour following the
10:30 am service.

Prayer List

February
Birthdays
1st
– Julie DuPei
2nd
4th

For Michael, our Presiding
Bishop; Catherine, our Bishop
Provisional; Tracie, our Priest; for
the Wardens and Vestry.
For those in particular
need of prayer: Jeremy Alber;
Shanin Beall; Bill Belknap;
Julie Beuchel; Dave Carr; D’Jair
Cominotti; Steven G.; Carol Green;
Bunny Gladfelter; Pat Harden; Sue
Haywood; Laura Hendricks; Pat
Hinterman; Jaquline Hoskins; Kellie
Johnson; Skylar King; Carl Koch;
Michael Krauthofer; Lisa Langly;
Leon Layman; Bill Lenny; Jeff Luebke;
Carl Manzella; Theresa Maynard; Jack
& Beverly Mills; Cheryl Nadrowski; Noel; John Pettipher;
Paul Riley; Marilyn Safa; Spencer Sands; Larry Smith; Stan
Spicer; Mary Louise Susalla; Howard Thorpe; Jennifer Ubil; Sandy
West; Bob & Marcia Wittig

And those in continuing need of prayer: John Babcock; David
Barrows; Brett Beall; Jack & Rita Bretzke; Margot Brummett; Karen
Cleaver; Alex Creamean; Betsy Davies; Erica and Gail Delaney;
Gail Engdahl; John England; Ralph Gladfelter; Joan Graham;
Brian Henderson; Mindy Kania; Ev Koller; Janel Koop; Paul Koop;
Angela Koresh; Mary Kurtz; Leona; Aaron Oberle; Brian Paisley;
Denny Sharpe; Arin Shinabarger; Nanae & Fukuko Shiraishi;
Brian Smith; Susan Taber; Sandy Train; Ellen Tripp; Elijah Unkefer
Pray for our St. Jude’s Family:
February 3 – John & Carol Pettipher; Susan Premo;
		 Clay & Diane Putnam; Lois Putnam
February 10 – Dave & Denise Rayner; Dustin & Mehgan Rayner,
		 Austin, Benjamin, Rylan, Brayden, Danyelle
February 17 – Lydia Regester; Michael & Sue Reilly;
		 Jackie Richardson
February 24 – Lynne Ronthi, Megan Rosa,
Jerry & Francine Rucker

6th
7th
13th

15th
18th
20th
24th
25th
27th
29th

–
–
–
–
–
–
–
–
–
–
–
–
–
–
–
–

Chet Susalla
Marcia Freeman
Judi Harris
Madeleine Koch
Jessie Clawson
Bob Hutchins
Austin Moller
Leah Moller
William Moller
Connor Szostak
Lorraine Moller
Dan White
David Freeman
Martha Applebee
Lester Jones
Jennifer Chambers

February Anniversaries
2nd

– Jon & Rosiland Burroughs
		(5th)
14th – Dustin & Mehgan Rayner
		(1st)
19th – Jack & Beverly Mills
		(52nd)

Beacon
Deadlines
Submissions for The Beacon are
due by the 22nd of each month.
Please submit them to Debbie Fry at
debbiemcwilliams00@gmail.com.
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CHRISTIAN FORMATION FOR ALL
GOD’S CHILDREN AT ST. JUDE’S

Volume

Issue

February 2019

The Story of Saint Valentine
In the ancient city of Rome there was a
humble man. He lived in a small dwelling.
He was a physician named Valentine.
Valentine worked from a room in his
house. The room was filled with bowls
and jars that contained herbs and powders for healing.
People would
come to Valentine when they
were sick or injured. He would
take care of them
and would only
accept what they
could offer for
payment. Valentine was a priest too.
There were not many Christians in Rome.
Most worshipped many gods, not the
one true God. When things went wrong
in Rome the Romans blamed the Christians. Even with all the danger Valentine
would pray for all of his patients but only
after dark.
One day a Roman jailer came to Valentine with his daughter. Valentine realized
that she was blind. The jailer asked “Can
you give her sight?”

Valentine took a precious copper box
filled with a waxy paste. He dabbed the
paste in the corner of the girl’s eyes and
that night Valentine prayed for the little
girl. The father and daughter returned
for several weeks to seek treatment. Valentine and the
little girl became
friends.
One day the Roman soldiers
came. They
smashed all of
the jars and
bowls. The copper box spilled
to the floor. Valentine was thrown in
prison. The jailer came to visit Valentine
but there was nothing he could do. Valentine wrote on a scrap of papyrus. He
told the jailer to give it to the little girl.
Valentine was taken away and executed.
The jailer took the note to the little girl.
He asked her what it said. The girl replied
“From your Valentine”.
Written by Godly Play teacher, Kim Anderson, for Trinity Episcopal Church, Iowa
City, Iowa. Used with permission.

Inside this
Issue
Saint Valentine

1

Upcoming Events and
Programs for All

2

Regularly Happening...

2

Upcoming Programs for All God’s Children
•

Youth Group Gift Jars: We are rebuilding our
Youth Group funds so we can attend some upcoming programs. The jars went on sale a little late this
year so we’ll keep selling them thru Valentines.

•

Valentines Outreach: Sunday,
February 3rd during Coffee Hour.
Come join us in making beautiful
handmade creations to send to
folks who are homebound, who
might need a little extra cheer
this year or to college students
and folks in the military. All supplies provided. Members of the
congregation are invited to submit names and addresses for our list of recipients.

•

Pool Party! Specific date to be determined but
come join us at the Hartland Aquatic Center for a
little mid-winter break. This pool has a slide, a lazy
river, a large hot tub, and more! Details soon!

Godly Play & Beulah Land
Most Sundays mid September thru late May
For children in Pre-K thru Grade 5. We meet in
the Godly Play room (follow signs) in basement.
We start at 10:25am. We rejoin parents for communion.

Youth Group
Most Sundays from September thru early June
Youth group (6th thru 12th graders) meets most Sundays in
September thru late May after the 10:30am service in the
couch room (so roughly 11:45am to 12:45pm).
For Children, Youth & Families

•

CHARGE—A Youth Event for Middle Schoolers,
Mar. 24th—26th, Great Wolf Lodge, Traverse City.
The program will be filled with skill-shops emphasizing service opportunities, leadership development
and community building. The goal of
the weekend is to energize the youth
to return home ready to make
change in the world through the Jesus Movement. We will also have
plenty of time to enjoy the amenities
of Great Wolf Lodge, including the
waterpark and an outdoor campfire
camp style! See Kris for details.

•

Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper (Tentative): Tuesday, March 5th, 5-7pm. We need workers to sign
up for one of two shifts either 4-6pm or 6pm-8pm.
If we have enough workers, we can put on the dinner. Will benefit the Pilgrimage Fund. If we are a
go, we’ll plan on blueberry, chocolate chip and regular pancakes. Gluten Free too! Sausages as well!

Sunday Morning Nursery Care
For Infants thru Kindergartners
The nursery opens at 10:15am on Sundays. Nursery staffers bring any children
from the nursery into Godly Play (when it is being offered) for
the story. Very young children and Nursery Staffers may return
to the nursery to play afterwards until parents pick their children up for communion. If the children are 4 years old or older,
we generally have them stay in Godly Play for creative time or
“Work Time”. All of the children who stay in Godly Play for
work time join their parents in worship around the time of the
Peace.
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WORSHIP LEADERS for February 2019
LEM (s)
2nd CHALISE
PRAYERS

READER (S)

USHERS

COFFEE HOUR

VESTRY
PERSON OF
THE DAY

ALTAR
GUILD

January 27
8 am

Clay Putnam

Josephine Feijoo

---------

---------

---------

---------

10:30
am

Dee Grossmann
Greg Forsyth
Lynn Hopper

Ellen Tripp

Jessie Clawson
& Becky Trier

Social Committee
Chili Coffee Hr.

???

Gaye Foor
Lorraine Moller

February 3
8 am

Mary Louise S.

Chet Susalla

---------

---------

---------

---------

10:30
am

Greg Forsyth
Amy Freeman
Paul Dolza

Bob Simpson

Dave & Deb
James

Richardson

???

Sarah Dolza
Gay Adams

February 10
8 am

Clay Putnam

???

---------

---------

---------

---------

10:30
am

Lynn Hopper
Dee Grossmann
Greg Forsyth

Amy Freeman

Lorraine Moller
Charlie Johnston

Marinco
Aldrich

Mark Jagos

Mary Ellen
Mary Louise

February 17
8 am

Mary Louise S.

Chet Susalla

---------

---------

---------

---------

10:30
am

David Rayner
Dan White
Amy Freeman

Raquel Gazzi

Nancy Day
Lynne Ronthi

Premo

???

Dee Grossmann
Judi Harris
Lisa Cronk

February 24
8 am

Clay Putnam

???

---------

---------

---------

---------

10:30
am

Dan White
Lynn Hopper
Dee Grossmann

Paul Dolza

Dave & Denise
Rayner

Mills

???

Christine S.
Lois Hartranft

March 3
8 am

Mary Louise S.

Ron Trimmer

---------

---------

---------

---------

10:30
am

Paul Dolza
David Rayner
Amy Freeman

Dee Grossmann

Lisa & Kelly
Cronk

???

???

Terri Hutchins
Francine J.

Communion Bread Bakers:
February – Terri Hutchins

March – Judy Marinco

April – Nancy Day
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Fenton, MI 48430-2322
Church Office: 810-629-5681
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