
 

 

FAMILY PROMISE 
GUIDELINES FOR SATURDAY HOSTS 

 

1. Talk to coordinator (currently Dave Rayner) to get 
a. Number and makeup of guests 
b. Phones #s contacts that will be in the building before and after you 

2. Park in the small parking lot south of the building.  The door should be open, but if not 
contact the Overnight Hosts from the prior evening that should still be in the building. 

3. Scheduled start time is 12:00 noon.  The Overnight Hosts from Friday night will stay until 
you arrive.   If you arrive before noon, you may want to help them serve lunch.  Prior to 
the day, you should discuss timing with the Overnight Hosts for Friday evening so they 
know when to expect you and how long they need to stay. 

4. Put on name tags. 
5. We suggest that you introduce yourselves to the guests when you arrive and let them 

know what, if anything, you have planned/available for the afternoon.   Remember the 
guidelines for the program regarding certain discussions to avoid (ex:  where do you live 
or how did you lose your house…). 

6. Each Saturday is a bit different depending on the makeup of the families.    Since it is not 
a school day, the children should be in the building all afternoon (Note:  it is possible that 
some guests may still choose to go to the Day Center on Saturday if they have 
something to do there).  You should try to find out from other volunteers (or the Director) 
who will be there on your day.   Based on who will be there, you may want to plan 
activities for the families, especially the children.   These activities are up to you.  They 
may be in the building (ex: crafts, games…) or they may be out of the building 
(Children’s Museum, Park, Ball Diamond, etc.).  There is no requirement for you to 
“entertain”, but most hosts usually plan something.   It is possible that parents may 
already have plans for their kids so be aware that you may offer activities that no one 
participates in !  

7. Plan to stay until the Food Hosts for the evening arrive.  At this point the schedule calls 
for that to be someone from St. Jude’s.  They will generally arrive around 4:30 – 5:00.    

8. You may choose to help the food servers or just hit the road.  Either way, please fill out 
the log book before leaving. 


